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The brccding season of thc Spur-wingcd Plovcr
cxtends ncar Canberra roughly from mid-August
to mid-November, and oflcrs opportunities for
trapping adult pairs on the nest. Some notes on
the methods used in a plover banding programm!'
in the A.C.T. and adjaccnt parts of Nc$' South
Wales mav be heloful to othcr banders.

The trap used was a simplc funnel trap madc
of l j  inch mesh u'ire-nctting. It can bc con-
s l ruc ted  in  rbout  45  nr i r tu tc :  b r  onc  pcr :o t t  us ing
wire cutters, a pair of plicrs, somc flexiblc gal
vanised wirc, a tape measu.e and a six by cight
fcct sheet of netting.

The wirc-netting is cut, as shown in Fig. l.
along the thick l incs and folded along thc thin
lines. Thc seams arc bound rvith wire to form a
cagc with no tloor rnd a pock('t in on( c(rrncr.

Thc centre of onc side is slit and combincd with
2l feet of foot-wide netting to shapc a funncl
leading to the centrc of the trap. Thc end of thc
funnel should bc slightly narrowcr than its mouth.
but not so much that the bird would havc difl i-
culty in entering.

A wall of netting, 18 inches long and l3 inchcs
high, is hinged to onc side of the funnel to servc
as a lead. The lead guidcs the bird into the funnel
as  i t  c i rc lcs  thc  t rap  look ing  fo r  a  wJy  in to  i t .
cggs.-Vhen 

completed, the trap should look l ikc
Fisure 2. The Docket serves to hold thc bird whilc
thc trap is l i fted with one hand and thc cap-
tive(s) secured with the other.

When an occuDied nest with a full clutch \\ 'as
found, the trap was set over it, the funnel leading
onto the eggs, if possible, and short of them by
about nine inches to one foot.

One advantase of this trap is that it can bc
left unattended. 

-Often 
two or three wcre standing

over different nests at the same timc.
With few exceptions, the would-be sitter went

straight up to the trap and quickly ovcrcame its
suspicions. It usually paced round thc structurc.
seeking a way in, hitt ing upon the lead and
streaking through the funnel to settle on the eggs

+ C.S.I.R.O.. Division of \\'ildlife Researcb, Carberrr,
A.C.T.

Diagram by G. F, van Tets.

A Nest Trap For Spur-winged Plovers
ANTHONY D 'ANDRIA*

A trap is described specially designed for catching Spur-winged Plorers
(Lobibyx iovaehollandiae) at their nest. It is designed primarily for catching
incubating birds, but can also be used over newly hatched chicks. The adult birds
entcr readily and at once settle on the eggs,
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Notes on The Rainbow Bird in South Australia
It is rvell estabrished that thc.Rainbow Bird lroor of thc,ncsting chambcr, but as incubation
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Thc bird would then jncubate undisturbed, and lhl1e;n d_avs later its mare *at caitui.J "nd
:l]|.^llj!,yi.r, rcfr lons enoush. ,r-l. '..""Jpl.i.i 9.1:^o^:9".yjln ring .number olo-zi+r,+i ir,tr p,,,
was.caugh l  uh i le  re l ie \ ing  i t s  matc .  success lu l l y  re r rcd  four  young and ha t j  l c t t ' the
,  

n t td . ,  , l  . lhc  t rap  reac ted  v io len t ly  whcn J rca ,  Dy  the  hrs t  weck  in  Mr rch .  accord ing  r , ,  ;1approachcd..tteating repeatedly against ihc wire local obs-eryer.
and u l te r ing  harsh  c r ies .  Bur  in ju r ie l  were  s l ighr -  . -  9 : . . .o f  
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