
' l 'he Australian Birtl Bander

Thc main ncccssity for banding in Australia is
for nrorc bandcrs cvcn nrorc widcly distributed
ovcr thc tcrritory lnd nrorc birds bandcd and
schcdulcs corrcctly t i l lcd out. I 'his is the numbcr
one scicnti l ic projcct for bandcrs to try to m kc
scnsc of t lrc movcments of Australian birds and
thus cnablc bctt! 'r conscrvntien policies to bc dc-
velopcd. Ho*crcr witlr thc lrrivit l of mist ncts
thc  nunrbcrs .  *h ich  can bc  caught  has  r i sen  so
grc l t l )  tha t  a l thoug l t  thc  number  o f  bandcrs  i s
small conrplrcd to othcr countrics. with tlte issuc
of lrcc rings thc) havc becn ablc to bund rcla-
tivcl! i.u) cqual nunrbcr o[ birds i ind thc udntin-
is(rirt ivc l()rd has bccomc so grcat. that restrictions
har,e had to bc nratlc as havc alrcldv bcen mldc
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Thus thc cnrphasis on banding must now bc
to produce as mrrch information in thc way ol
nlcirsuremcnts. scx. rgc and moult, colours ol
lr i l l . ir is. lcgs of cach bird banded. l-his wil l reduce
thc t(Jtal brndcd cach dt! but whcn any bird is
rctrrppcd. thr gain in knowlcdgc wil l be much
nrorc. lt is hopcd to publish short papers on
scxing and aging birds nd tlre most useful
nlclLsurcmcnls.

Continuous banding at spccial sites is valuitblc,
nnd givcs valuable information on thc bird species
ilnd popullt ion of thc arca. Thc schemc is sti l l
loo )oung for muny intcrcsting long distancc re-
coverics to havc bccn made by banders and the
true nlo!cnrcnts of Honc),caters tre completel!
u n k no\\ 'n.

Morc infornration could bc obtained from
band ing  a t  spcc ia l  s i t cs  i f  dur ing  the  breed ing
sclsoo os rnany rs possiblc of thc nests of thc
local brccding birds wcrc found. then thcir young
bandcd. and if possiblc thc parcnts also. In this wa1
t r r r .  l i f r '  h is t t ' r i r ' '  cou l t l  b i  fo l lowcd rn t l  when
thc )oung werc rccapturcd true ideas could be
()btaincd of agc and plumage change. At the
lnomcnt thc truc age of birds rnist nctted can
rarc l t  bc  dc tc rmincd.

The President's Message
I wish to thank members of the Association for electing me as

President of  the Associat ion. Al though relat ively a "New Austral ian"
I am not a new bander as it is ncarly 30 years since I got my first long
clistance recovery of over 1000 miles of a Starling banded in England
in October.  19j5.  and recovered in June, 1936, in Latvia '  having
bccn ki l led by a cat.  the bird bander 's best f r iend for obtaining recov-
efies. In Australia the Iirst Silvereye from Sydney recovered in
Tasmania was also ki l lcd bv a cat.
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Mr. H. J. de S. Disne'-, I 'rasident, 1965.

Morc use could be madc of traps particularl l '
in gardcns and also work could be donc at night
on waders and roosting birds. Mist ncts could
be used on supposcd migration routcs.

Short notcs on all this work without waiting
for full results should bc publishcd in thc "Bil.,/

Bander" lo enablc othcrs to sharc in thc work and
help you. This was the nrain reason for the foun-
dation of thc Association and publication of thc
Journa l .

Wc look forward to thcsc short notes und
furthcr articles on banding in Australir.
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