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Another Method For Trapping Kookaburras

lD d n'o )crr stud) of LIre biologt oi th.
Laughing Kookaburrr fl)d.el, -slgdr/, a trap, dc-
signcd by \,Ir E. N{adeLe}. $as used *ith great
iucccss. About 90 per cenr of the kookabuna\
r .  m]  u l \  r r . r  {crc cJUShr b)  |  rL l r1(  r ' rn .

or anothcr in contrast to th. linrit.d numbcr
caught in thc Bal Chatri trap discussed b) R. D.
Andenon (1966).  The totaL nunber captured.
including fccapturcs and thosc c.tught outsidc th.
s ludy arca.  srs 88.

Bls ic^ l l )  thc t .ap consisrcd o l  a neued hoop
' 1  ' r  i n  J i J n f l . r  r ( i u t u r c e J  \ i l r  $ i r c  r f . i
barrel stales and soldered !o thc action baf of ,r
large r.rt lrap. A s1ili $ir. rttachcd 1!) lhc ionluc
o l  1 , .  |  ' J  r \ r '  r J  J  : r p p r  ' \ i m . . ' ( l \  . 1  : l L 1  . .  i
l ront  of  the l rap proper.  To th is .  a p icce l r1 meel
$as at lached.  lhe r rap was s.cur .d to th.  ground
with t$o t.nt pcgs and s.t in th. usLral nanner.
Whcn.r  kookaburra a l igh led and grabbed thc
nrcat, the trap sxs tfiggc..d. tlr. hoot flopped
' .  < r  . . n . 1  . , p ( u r .  I  ( \ r  b  t J  T l  l  ' r .  h L r r  .
lirst action was to fl] up$ard. It thc ncL hful
p lenl !  o f  brg '  to  i r  th .  b i rd could rot  cscap.
Thc obscner,  \ landing n. : r r .  remo!ed the b i r r l
rs  quick l ]  as possib le and co\ . rcd i ls  hcrd rnr-
m.diately thus pr.\cnting xn other$ise loud alarnr
calL tha!  *ould ward o l l  o thers o l  ihe grou,r
l rom succumbrng b x s imi l l r  i r rc .  \ \ ' i th  thc l rat
, , . . r .  r h e  p r o c c C r ' .  . J .  "  f  ,  c J .  T .  n  , i 1 r , i
s i lencc.  a l l  thc captured b i rdr  $ere kepi  co\ered
in a hcssian bag unt i l  t rappine a!  the s i te  $r !
complete. OnLy then lras cach bandcd. mca\urcd

There were two cxlrcmcs ro th. succcss 01
lh is  method.  At  1 in.s  as man) as thr .e indi \ iduals.
a l l  d i ! ing for  rhc meat  at  once.  $ere caushr
together .  Of ten jnexper ienced ju!eniLes a l tempted
1()  take lhe meat  whi le  t  wxs in  lhc proccss cf
setting thc tr.tp. At thc opposite exreme! somc
t imcs one member o l  a group.  lsual ly  ar  o lder
rdul t ,  lvould wi tness i ls  feuolvs being caugh!  and
could not be lurcd in at .rll. Attcmpts to catch
rhese feq who were natufally trap sh! or thos:
q,ho had lcarned trap shlress by escaping alter
haling been caught onc., sds ffequently frunrei
irg. These birds would take diving swoops at
thc ncrt. strikc it \rith a force to spring the irap
and gct  away.  In  rhese cases I  would stop t rat -
ping at that siie for a !inc. Subscqucnt atlcmtts.
espccially during thc brccding rearcn Nhcn th.

n.s inss h ld ro bc lcd.  ! \uau]  pro\cd successfu l .
I  nr ight  ncnl ion.  ho$c\cr .  lh !1 c \cr)  nrondr ior
the r$o \e i rs  o l  th .  nud!  I  l r icd to t rat  on.
par t jcu lar  adul l  rnale and $as r .ver  \ucccssfu l .
no mal tcr  $har  nrc lhod $rs l r ied.

I  hc succcss of  rh is  r rap s, rs  no doubl  due to
th.  sre.d!  narure of  lh is  cr rn i lorous k ingf isher .
I  fce l .  ho\c\er .  t |a t  i t  $ould work cqual ly  s . l l
\ i t l r  or l rer  brrds of  srnr t . r r  feedi f ig  habic.  \ \ i th
r fpropnale modj f ! .aoon , r [  tbe r f lgger  to sur l
\ l r ious t \pcs of  br i t .  i l  Ina\ .  b .  , I  usc ld ncans
. f  t rappins a \ \ id .  ran! .  o t  ground fccdnrg b i rds
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