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Recent Literature

This section aims at providing a brict summary
of some items of particular interest to bird
banders. No atternpt will be made to cover the
whole ficld of ornithology and those requiring this
are referred to Bird Banding. Those secking a
coverage of additional literature relevant to band-
ing are referred to Fhe Ring. Enguirics concern-
ing these two publications should be addressed
Lo

I. The Editer. Bird Banding. 37 O!d Brook
Road, West Hartford. Connecticut. 06117
LS. AL

The Editor, The Ring. Laboratory of Orni-
thology. Sienkiewicza 21. Wroclaw. Poland.
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BANDING AND RECOVERY REPORTS

Long Island Bird Observatora: 1965 Report. .10 T
Hussell, W. A, Martin, R. W, Stamp and P, 8. Wood-
ford. 1967, Oniuric Bira Bunding, 30 30-78.

Some 16400 pirds of 155 species were banded at the
ohservatory during 1965 [66 recoveries were reporiled,
and S9 foreign birds were recoversd al the station.
Spring and autumn migeation peaks of several species are
listed. Recoveries of most species are given in detail.
biutl the many recoveries of several species of ducks arc
presented in simplified tabulur form. The 277 specics
recorded ar the observatory are Tisted. and delails are
given of the oaccurrence of 4 species of particular
interest. Research proiecis in hund at the observatory
are summarized.

ANALYTICAL STUDIES

Studics of Snipe at Partridge Creek, Ontario, FLeslic M,
Tuck. 1967, Bird Bunding, 3 90-94.

Concentrations af  snipe oceur  prior  to aulumnal
migration. and during 1963 and 1965 some 1500 snipe
were banded nt Partridge Creek. Ontario, Canada. Snipe
were captured with clover-leaf traps and by mist netting.
The traps were simply made of wire mesh, with cloth
neiting tops: the netling was essential to prevent head
injuries to the snipe. Large mesh mist nets were used,
and the most produsctive periods for mist netting were
just before dusk and before dawn: the apparent decrease
in efficiencs of vision of wuders al these times has been
previously recorded tOntario Bird Banding, 3:79).). Mel-
ting sites were sometimes altered to take advanlage of
the fact that ‘snipe always take off into the wind. A
strip of luminous tape was altached to at leasl one pole
in each sct 1o sssist in locating the nets in darkness. A
short summary of recoveries of snipe banded at Parl-
ridge Creek iv given. and localities are mapped.

~Net Hours: The Msth of their Importance. Mabel
Warburton. 1967, EBBA News, 300 158-160.

American banders vse the factors of “net-hours” and
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‘birds per net heur o compare netting actinities In dif-
ferent ureas and or times. This concept 1s critically
examined. and the writer ¢oncludes that the praclce is
'so depcndent upon outside factors as to be meaningless’.
Intangible factors mentioned include the number of
birds at the net site: siting of nets: method of settung
nets: size of birds in relation to mesh of nets; wind
strength and weather: height wt which birds pass the
area and time of day when netting was carried out,
There urce. of course. muny other factors which influence
netting rates but which cannet be quuntitatively ussessed.
This paper is recommendsd to Ausirulian bunders whe
might contemplate adoption of the concept of netting
rates as advocated in Trie Adwvr, Bird Bunder, 50 32

The Influence of Fat on Bird Weight. Robert C.
Leberman. 1967, EBHA Nows, M JRI-184.

A sample of 334 transient White-throated Sparrows 4t
Powdermill Nature Reserve. Pennsylvania. US AL was
measurad. weighed. and the fat classes estimuted. The
importance of huving one person only estimating fat
classes 15 emphasised. as fal cluss ostimutes ure partly
subjective and not absolute, The sample is tabulated by
wing-length and tat class. wnd shows the mean weights
for each group. lhere is a steady ingrease in welzht
within cach fat class as wing length increases. For birds
with the same wing length there is a sleady ncrease in
weight as their fat clasy ncreases,

Further Observations on Ticks at Island Reach State
Park Bird Banding Station. Robert Snetsinger  and
Dorothy Bordser, 1967 £8BA4 News, 300 1RS-186,

At lsland Beach Staie Park, New Jersev. LUS.AL 129
percent of 1176 birds examined for licks were infested.
Birds associated with the lower sirata of vegelation tend
1o be infested with great numbers of larval and nymph
ticks that are normally associated with rabbits. particu-
larly as adult ticks. The average number of tcks per
infested bird was [0.2, bul one bird carried 64,

Notes on Recoveries and Breeding Behaviour of Adelic
Penguins of Known Age at Cape Hallett. B F. Reid. F.
C. Kinsky., H. I. Crapfield and R. C. Woad. 1967
Notornis, 140 130143,

Data from 30 recoveries of 31 individuals from 457
Adclic Penguin chicks banded at the large Cape Hallett
rookeries are summarized, None of the banded chicks
was recovered at the rookery as a Mearling. Recovery
data indicate that 5-10 percent of the surviving 2.vear-
old birds come ashore during the summer months. some
2530 percent of the surviving 3-vear-old  birds and
approximately 80 percent of the d-vear-ald birds. Earfiest
breeding age recorded was 4 vears and only 25 percent
of 4-vear-old birds recorded on shore bred. Recoveries
suggest that 8090 percent of S-vear-clds and BS-95 per-
cent of 6-year-old birds bred. Data show that only one
egg is laid by J-vear-old females: the two S-year-old
females laid onlv one eer cach. but the two fGaear-old
femates lald 2 eges cach.
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Older birds tend Lo arrive at the rookerv earlier in
the scason than vounger birds. Established breeders
tend (o shift to the central areas of the colonies and
young birds tend to occupy peripheral nest sites. Fifty
pereent of the birds were first recovered al the colony
of origin. Limited data indicate that pair bonds between
young breeders may not he as durable as those formed
by older birds.

Population Changes and Mortality of the Mute Swan
for Britain. M. A Ogmibvee, 1907 Wildfow! Trusr, 18ih
Aunnal Report: 64-73

An index based on winter counts shows that the popu-
lation of the dute Swan in Britain underwent a 25 per-
cent decline between the vears 1960-61 and 1964-65, fol-
{owing a peak in 195%-60. In the last three vears the
numbers have remained constant in the country as a
whole, though an increase hus taken place in the north
and o decrense in the midlands and (he west. There is
no migration and little movement of swans other than
{foHowing watercourses. The average annual mortality
for swans banded when under one vear old, excluding
recoveries in the vear of bamding. is J0.5 per cent, and
for hirds banded when over one vear 385 per cenl. The
cold weather in the winters of 1962 und 1963 increasad
both mortality and  recovery rates, but mortality was
lower than averuge in 1Y63-64 There 15 possikly greater
survival in the third and fourth vears of lLife than in the
first (wo, Overhead wires are responsible for over 44
pereent of recoveries where the caose of death is known;
voung birds wre not more sulnerable to this hazard lhdrl
uhicr ones. Other canses of death include oiling, disease.
cold weather. shooting and fAghting.

Abberton Reservair,
Wainwnchi, 1967, Wildfow!

Results of Wildfowl Ringing at
Essex, 1949 to 1966. C, B.
Trove, 18th Annna! Repore: 2835

Between 1949 and 1966, 37,924 ducks and 376 swuns
werg bunded at Abberton Reservoir, yielding 8,162 re-
coveries to date. Teal make up 70 per cent of the
catch and Mallard 21 percent. The seasonal variation in
the catch is discussed amd an association is found be-
tween the catch of Teal and the mean of the monthiy
winter counts on the reservoir.  Tabular summaries
of  the recoveries show  marked differences  be-
tween species In proporiions recoversd locally and owver.
seas. Teal have been reported from 3% countries. Mallard
recoveries from within 20 miles of Abberton show thai
there has not been u {alling off in the recovery rate due
to ‘reporter boredom’. Average adult mortality rates in-
clude Mallard 43 percent. Teal 45 percent. Garganey 47
percent and Gadwall 52 percent.

TECHNIQUES

The Use of Cangon und Rocket Projected Nets for
Trapping Shorebirds. Mux €. Thompson and Robert L.
Delong. 1967. Bird-Banding., 38:214-218,

St. George Island in the Bering Sea is used by Turn-
stones as a major feeding stop. and up to 20,000 birds
acetr at the peak period. with concentrations of 5,000-
6.000 in one small area. Intial attempts to obtlain large
numbers with mist nets failed due 1o high winds, foxes,
and the ability of the Turnstones to see the nets. Pro-
jected nets were successfully used during the years 1964-
1966 to nct a total of 17.517 Turnstones {or 127 per
firing) plus several hundred other waders. Birds taken
per firing increased from 871 to 110.2 10 175.9 over the
three vears., The authors state that these numbers of
Turnstones would not have heen captured by any other
method known to them.
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Modlhcatmn of the B.J.I letn Irap fnr bhnkes \\|
ltam §. Clark. 1967, EBBA News, 30 o144

Bal-chatri traps are effective f(ur hawks, but are not
suitable for birds which use their beuk o prab, kill and
carry the prey. Such hirds usually land near the trap.
walk around 11, and try to get ai the bajt through the
sides; they thus avold the top nuoses of the conven-
tional Bal-chairi, These birds can be readilv trapped by
extending the base of the trap to form 2 sKirt arourd
the trap proper. and ataching addnmnal rooses (o this
skitt. The method of construction of the madified 1rap
is described and ilustrated. Wild mice ure the best bhait,
and white domestic mice rhe least acceptable. The modi-
fled trap has an obvious application for such Australian
species as butcherbirds. magpies, hookaburras, et

Banding Purple Finches and Fsening Grosbeaks in
Wisconsin, Fdna Kocnig, 19670 LHB4 Now. 3 |32
157.

The development of a banding proiect from the winter
feeding of scveral spevies s described. Up to 28 teeders
are Ubt:d and tn one winter Fiowons of sunflower seeds
were fcd, The conversion of two siil feedery into traps
15 deseribed and Hlusirated in deiait. Retraps of Fvening
Crrusbeaks banded efsewhere are fubilazed
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Mist MNetling Shorebirds at Loas Point.
Giary Page. 1967, Onraric Bird Boocdicos 3

During previous vears walk-in traps o which the
waders showed no desire to wolk i oand mist nets
twhich were seen and easily avoidedt had becn teed in
attempting 0 capture waders, with Hrtle success. Relatine
success hus now heen achicved by mist netting during
the twilight hours, when an apparent decrease in efii-
ciency of the vision of birds at this iime makes them
susceptible 1o mist netting. The importance of siing the
nets across fuvoured locutions 1s stressed. Flocks often
responded to (he cails of birds which had been netied,
and whirled around and around the nets wntil most of
the flock had been netted. Bt ois thus advantagzeous 1o
wail [or Lhis reaction. Least and Senmnpaimated Sand-
pipers are readily metted. and T80 percent of indivi-
duals ¢an be takent most evenungs. Siunderlings. Spotted
Sandpipers and Semipilmated Plover uare wery difficulr
to net.

Friy.

Iris Colour and Age of Sharp-shioned Hawks. 1. O, ]
Raberts. 19687 Ontario Lird Bandine. 3. 93106,

The iris colour of Sharp-shicned Huwks migrating
through the Great lakes area of Canada and TU.S.A
takes four or five vears to puss through the straw and
vellow tones of the avtumnal immatures to the ultimate
deep red colour. By comparing the irisy colour with the
colours of Villalobos™ ¢ 1947+ "Colour Atlay'. some /7 per
cent of auvtumn migrants born in previcous ‘ears may be
classified certainly as sub-adubt or adult, and this may
be increased to about 82 per cent by combining irs eolour
with a relatively simple plumage examination. Akout 18
perecent of birds can be classifed confidently as birds :n
their second calendar vear following birth.

Age Determination of Corvidae. Amadeo M. Re:
1967, Western Rird Bunder, 427 42-37
Feather shape and mouth coloer ailew the are of
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retuined for approaimately 13 months. Juvenal rectrices
are definitely pointed and somewhat narrower than the
squared-off adult rectrices. By early summer the faded
brown rectrices in first vear birds may be badly worm.
while adult birds exhibit black scarcely-worn feathers, By
nid-summer the incoming central. aduli-shaped rectrices
contrasl unmistakably with the outer juvenal ones. Simi-
larly the new. glosss -purplish. adult inner primaries and
preater coverts ars contrasted with the worn, brown
outer primaries and alula. Moulting adults show little
contrast, In semmer. the recenily fledged. juvenal hirds
are easily distinguished from first vear and adult Dhirds
by their flimsy dull dark-grey contour feathers. These
are rveplaced with metallie, glossy blue-bluck feathers in
fule summer and aulumn.

Recently fledged funenals in summer have the mouth
and the angle of ihe mouth all pink. These parts wre du-
ally become pigmented. bul some pink s st cvident
as late as spring. Fiest year birds sl show pinkish soft
parts surraunded by pinkish-grey. while no adults showed
pink or pink-grey in amy part of the motth.

Muarch., 1968

MISCELLANEOUS
Ap “Ancient™ Herring Guil. Dir Olin
Jr. 1967, £RBA News 30: 180

Senull Pettingill,

A Herring Gull, banded as o ih-day-old chick on 24
Jume 1930 off Maine, 1S AL wus fortnd dead on 200 June
1966 on the shore of Lake Michigan, s
world ]

36 vears later.
this appears 1o be the the
cocuvery for o wild Rind ixee note

The

regund for intersal
petween banding and
p. 9% However, the Ohvstergutche:  mentioned 10

diest. Rivd Bonder S50 probably Jived longer.

Rirped Victims of the “Torrey Camvon”. Bob Hudson

[9RT. BT News, 230 .

Most of the June 1967 bulletin i~ concerned with 1w
aftermath of the Torrey Camvon’ Jdisaser. »ineen re
coverizs  of banded  seubirds resulied  and  these e
aricily detudled.

An unusually marked

And Ringed Turnstone

On 28, 29 and 30 December. 1967 un unusually
marked and ringed Turnstone (A renaric fnterpres)
was observed at Long Reef. about ¢ix miles porth
of Sydney Heads. New South Wales. [t was first
seen by David Sawyer and later by other observers
including K. A, Hindwood who kindly reported
the loliowing detailsi—

“*About a dozen Turnstones were present in the
arca. One of these had the mantte, back and
rump dyed a bright pink: some pink, apparently
in the form of a subterminal band, was alsa on
the tail. The colour of the back and on the tail
atood out conspicuously when the bird was in
flight. The left teg had a bright apple-green plastic
(7) band on it. but 1t could not be ascertained if
(he right leg had a band of any sort.”

‘This bird was seen by a number of observers
during January. associating with seven or eight
other Turnstones. When conditions for obscrving
wore ideal. 1 metal band was scen on the right
Jeg. By 28 Junuary 1968. the pink on the back
was very washed out’

We would be very pleased to hear from any
reader who knows anything of the origin of this
marking and banding.—Hon. Editor.

Female Forest Kingfisher at entrance to 115 nest
i a termites’ nest, The white wing spot 1v not
visible in this positton but the nterrupted” collar

indicates the hird's sox. Photo: N, Chalfer.



