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Common Tern Reco\for}' in Australia

® Common Tern alighting at nest.
Photo: (. 130 Deane
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In December 1968 1 received a cutting from
the Belfast Telegraplh which mentioned  briefly
that o Common Tern {Sterna hirundo) banded
on the Copeland Islunds oft the coust of County
Down, Northern Treland had been recovered near
Gunbower, Victloria, Australia

This is a remakable recovery, but it was
especially interesting to mie as much of my carly
banding had been carried out during week-ends
spent at the Copeland Bird Observatory, one of
a chain of coastal stations engaged in the study
of migration.

I wrote immediatelty for further detuils and
wis amazed 1o learn that the bird was one |
hud banded some nine years previously. (See
Recovery Round-up, p. 41).

The banding occurred on Mew  Islund, the
outermost of the three islands comprising the
Copeland group. At that time the Island waus
one of the few places where all four of the
larger species of British terns (Common. Arctic,
Roseute and Sandwich) bred together. The bird
was one of several caught during durkness in w
60 foot net erected over the rocks near the edge
of the sca. This technique was applicd with
success for a short period after the terns had
returned to the island in carly May. It was dis-
continued once egg-laying had begun, to avoid
possible Interference with the breeding cycle.

This recovery constitutes the second record of
the nominate race, Sterna firundo hirando, for
Australia. The first, a bird also carrying a ring,
was found exhausted near Fremantle, Western
Australia on 7 January 1956. It had been banded
as a nestling at Marum near Noortalje, Sweden
on 9 July 1955. (See Western Australian Natura-
list, vol. 5, no. 4, May 1956, pp. 86-88).

Alan L. F. Rogers,
P.O. Box 83,
Coogee, NSW,

We are gratefud to Mr C. Douglas Deane,
Deputy Director, Ulster Musewm, Belfast, for

kindly making available the excellent pliotograph
of the Commeon Tern ar its nesi—Hon, Editor.
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These terns photographed at Moreton Bay near Brisbane, Queensland in February 1967 are
almost certainly Commeon Terns in eclipse plumage. probuably of the race S, i jongipennis. Note

the Little Tern (5 alhifrony) in the left foreground. Silver Gulls (Larus novachollandiae) are in the
background.

Photo: K. and ). Morgan

Al)]ll‘()\"(‘.(l P rojects

(additional)
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