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Halls Babblcr near Opalton, Queensland
W. HORTON

l i r r r l t  in  JLr lc  I97 l  u . i th  Mrs H.  B.  Gi l l  tnd Mr I l .  Brokcnbrow
ol  Inn is l r i i l .  I  r ' is i tcc l  Opal ton.  l l7  knt  south of  Winto l t .  ccntr  l
\\ r's( QLlce uslun(1. irr scarch of ( hcstnut-cro\\,nccl Entu Wre ns Sti;rilrrras
/r1ll(r' l)!, Stril lc(l Cirlrss Wrcns Arttr'torni.y r/rr'.rlrl, '. and Halls tsabblcrs
I \ tr t tul t  *tr  t t t t t t . 's lul I i .

( ) p r r l t on  \ \ i r \  i t  t { r \ \ ns l t i p  o f  500  t o  6 (X )  peop l c
In  l hc  lS r )0  s  lTu t  n r rN  i 1  co  s i s t s  o f  on l y  i r  f c t v
l an l s  l l l t ( l  c l l l l t \ i l n \  ( ) l  t l r c  t ougc r ,  t ] r c  r ockhound
o r  t he  D to rc  l l c c t i n !  t o r r r i \ 1 .  I t  i s  i u r  i l r c i l  o f
, , 1 ' l , l t l r ' . i t  , ' . . r r r 1 i 1 !  i 1  1 , , \  l i r l - ! ( \  u l \  1 , ,  a r { )  1 l
l l l :  l )  \  l ) t j l r  , r f .  l l t (  r (  l  : r | 1 L \  r , l  : r  t , ,  ( r l \  ( \ _
1 1  1 1 . 1 1 .  . . 1 i q .  , ' l  . l r : r i r ' .  : r r r t l  \ i l  J . t , , n \ . .  , ' u . i l , , i n g
lhc  c f c l i l c . oL l \  r oc l s  o i  t hc  C i re i r t  A r l es i l n  t s i s i n l

' l l t c  
r uc i r  l l r r  u  scn t i - l r r - i t i  I cgc la t i on  v i t h  Acac iu

' / ' / , .  t  N l r r l g , r .  |  :  r r e ,  r r , . t l .  (  i i d : : . .  . . t .  )  i r r  r l r e
. 1 , '  \  r | l l l t ( -  l i :  L l i r r . . :  l r , ' D r  t l t c  l , , r r  j r i l l .  : r n t l  l r
t l t ickcninr. l  ol  Spini lcr 

' l  
r i r t t l iu s1t. in t l rc nrorc

( ) | cn  , , l r l l c r  s  r r  l t c r c  t hc  No rn l t n l on  Box
l . t r L  u l _ t  1 t t r r s  t t ) t  t nun t ( ) t r ( , u \ i s  p redon r i n l t t c s .  Thc
l | eck .bc i l s  u r t  i i n t r l  w i t h  cuca l l p tus  i r nd  ac i t c i as .
rn ( l  t l r c  D l l I n  N i l l c t cou rsc  i r nd  r va t c rh0 l c  n ros t l v
r r r t l r  I { . r L r  l { J r f  ( ; u n r  L .  . t u l a l J u l . t r i \ .

l { c cc r ) t l \  l t t  M0un t  I s ; r  I  h ; r d  bccn  succcss fu l
in crr l ic jrrg ( ircr crorincd tsl ibblcrs p. tr , j t l lo.a[ is
i nk r  l r ' l r  h r  p l l r r i n i :  h l r ck  l r  t l pc  r cco r r i i nq  o f
l hc i f  l t l i l r  t  c l r l l  sh i ch  i \  l ou (1 .  s t r i dcn t  i t nd  re_
l ) c t i t i \ . .  I i f i . l  ( ) l ) \ . r \ i r t i on  o f  t hc  l l a l l s  Babb l c r s .
| c r . l r l c c l  t h l r l  i t  * us  r l ] t r ch  sn t i l l l c r  t nd  qu i c t c r
th iur  i ts  ( ; rc \ -cronnct l  rc l r t ivc  lnd i ts  f icd ing
c l t l l  i i  l t :  l r o t c : r t b r i t t c t l .

( ) r r c  l l ock  l l r c l  I c c6  l ( ) c l t t . ( i  i t r  i t  s t o t ]V  gu l l y
r r c l l  co rc r c r l  r r i t h  Mu lg i r .  C id ! cc  unc [  t j t hL , r
r r r i r . l r \ .  . \  n ( t  \ \ i t \  a r cc lCd  i n  a  t h i ck  p i t t ch  o f
l l c . \  l u t ( l  l h r  i l l l l r n t  c l r l l  o f  t hc  ( j r cv  c ro rvnec l
l i : r J ' h r ,  r  r r ; r .  l l . . \ ( ( l  j . l  l r r l l  r , r l r r r r r t . .  T h e  l l . r l l s
l i i r hh ie f \  r c \ | on ( l c r l  i r uu rcd ia t c l r  anc l  t he  f l ock

o l  i thou t  I5  b i rds  cunrc  to  invcs t ig i l t c  lnd ,  i t l  a
fcrv rnorrcnts, scvcr-l l rvcrc caugdt in thc nct.
As rvith thc (ircy-crorvnctl, oncc I tew wcrc
c lught  thc  rcnra indcr  bccanrc  warv ,  and dcsp i tc
the  d is t rcss  ca l l s  o l  thosc  c i tught ,  carc fu l l y
l r r , ' i , i c . l  . t l r .  l l c l  \ ! l t i l (  i r r r , r t i i l r t i n t  t l r e  s i t r r l r t i , ' n .
\ . \ ( r  h r r r l .  \ ( r (  L i lu rh l -  r r r t . l r .u re r l ,  h l r r r t l c , . l  l r r rc l
rc tc i l scd .

. Wc lclt Oplrlton thc sanrc day rrnd canrpccl
l ( ) r  thc  n igh t  l { )5  knr  l l .onr  Win ton  o  t l t c
Win ton-Bou l i l  loac l .  in  a  n rnge o f  lo$  h i l l s  th in ly
covcreti tr ith acacil scrutr nruch of u,hich rvu.s
c lcud.  T l re  ncx t  r lo rn ing  a  l lock  o l  Hu l ls  I la t rb lc rs
rvas sightccl. pcrched quietlv in a largc tlcad trcc
ncirr thc cii l l lp. The slrnrc nctting proccrlure tv s
rcpcutcd und fivc birds out of a l lock of about
l2  wcrc  c i lugh t .

ldentification

. 
-fhc' 

rlcscription u,as chcckcd on thc spot with
thnt gi\ 'en br Coulcs ( 196.1) for thc tvpc spcci_
nrcn  found ncr r  Ch l r r l cv i l l c ,  Ouccns l ind . -  N<r
cli l lcrcnccs rvcrc noted cxcept that scvcrirl birds
hrd rvhitc l lccks at thc bofiont of thc cye ring
luncl u touch of u'hitc on thc tips ol thei undci
tirrl covcrts. All birds \crc in g(x)cl lt lurnilgc
i rnd  no  w ing  ( ) r  la i l  lnou l t  \ \us  no led .  Thcrc  w is
n0 e \ rc lcncc  o f  wc ; r r  on  thc  t ips  o f  thc  ta i l
lcl lhcrs irs is rrsual witlr thc Grcr,.crorvnecl Bab-
blcr t iuc to its -qrouncl-fccding hubit. Fronr l iruitetl
obscrv i t t r ( ) l t \  o l  thc  Hn l ls  Babb lers ' l ccd ing  hab i ts
iu rd  thc  b i l l  wcnr  cv idcn t  in  thc  c i tP turca l  b i rds .
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' I  
/ r  . l t t . t t r t r l i u t t  I l i r d  I l u t t dL t

Mei tsu fcn tcn{ \  in  n r i l l i r r rc t rcs  lnc l  r l . c igh ts  in

197J

TABLIT I
gr i rms of  Hal ls  tsabblers

I  ) c r r L i l \

i l  l . : ,  n ( i . r l  h i r \ l \  ( r i L n s c )
( .J l (1.  Nl  srr  nt  spccinrcn
l l ! , r r \ h  \ l r r \ . 1 | |  L  ,  r - c !  i n r r  n
. \ r s r .  N l r r . , r r r r r  - n , : . : i r r r r n
.  \  L r \ 1 .  \ J r  \ . r L  r  \ f ! . . j I r l r n
. . \ L r ' 1 .  \ l r  \ . r  r t r  : p c e i n r r n
\  r  r \ 1 .  \ l r  \ c L r r r r  \ r , c ! i  r c n

J t l t l U s

i l d U I t  n r l r J c

I  o u n r  i c m i t J c
l ( ) t l n g  I c r ] l u J e

d U l l  n L r l e
i r  ( l  Lt  l l  f ! ' rn i l lc

' f iLr:Lrs 
I  englh \Vin!\pltn Wcirhl

26 -28 .5
26

w in i

76-83
l l l
79
76
79
115
u2

' t  r i l

ll3 -9.1
I t )
7N
ll2
82
fi.l
t i l

Bill

26
22.5
l t . .1 , ,
22','

) 1 . 1

(  l 6 . l  )
26

21  .7
2 7 . 1

( 2 7 .  r  )
t 9 i
: { ) t
t 9 0

2 t s

2'/ l)
265

:t5

43
,16.5

\ , , r ,  1 1 , "  h i l l  r ) t c i L \ u  r c I l c n l \
\ \ r r c  J l l c l \  i . ( i  l i o n r ,l l l l :l l i i 

,r} the r\rc'isks \\cfc n,c,,\, 'rcrr r,o,r)t h e  l i ' l t h c r  l i n c :  t h o \ c  i n  b f i r c k e l s

a l lu s l l t rhlt l tr  ( l tunl lrct l t  ( .ut! !nt lor

l / l l .  . l \ .  t c .  :  l ' l ' . r r . l l l l \  i .  l r  ! r , ' r r n r l  1 , . ( \ l u r  t r \ , .
l l , , \ \ . \ . t .  r r l r i l .  . r r r . r n . _ 1 . . 1  i r r  r j r e  r r e r  I , r r t l  r r h i l e
l ' . . t t  I r  r r r r l l r ' r l .  t l r r r  c . r r r i . r l  l l l ( i r  I i r i l s  r . r ( . c t  i n  j l
t r  l cn - l i k c  pos i t i on  i r n r l  l i t u i t c ( l  ( ) bsc rv i l t i ons  i n ,
( l i c r l c  t h i r t  1hc  r l i l  i s  kcp t  U [ )  Nhcn  f ee ( l i ng .

l l leasurements
' I  

hc  l l rngc  o l  n )c i l \u rc l l l cn ts  fo r  thc  l2  b i rc ls
ne l l rd  i \  l i s l cc l  in  

- l  
r rb lc  I  u i th  thc  n rcasurc_

nrc r l \  ( ) l  th ( )sc  { i \ cn  b \  ( lo \ \ l ! -s  (19( r . l )  fo r  thc
\ l )cc r lcn \  co l lec tcd  by  the  f la l l  F ixpcd i t ion ,  onc
in  the  I l r i sbr rnc  Mus. 'u rn  unc l  fhc  o t l t c r  i r i  thc
l l r  i t i . l t  Muscunt  o f  Nutunr l  l l i s lo ry .  Me asurc_
nrcn t \  i l n ( l  \ c i r l t t s  o l  l i )u r  o thcr \  in  t l ie  Aus tn t l ian
Mrrs t r r r l l  l r rc  i r l \ ( )  jnc ludcd.

(;encral Comments

As rc  huc l  s igh tcd  thc  H l l l s  B i rbb lc r  on  thc
Win ton-Bou l iu  ro i td  wcs t  o f  the  D i i ln ) i ln t inx
R i r t  r . l  t l t , ' U u j t r  t l l i r l  i l  t i r )  h e  r l i . t r i l , u f e c J  u n
l l r (  L ) r i r  ) j rn t | | ) j r  r | r te r ' l t . J  r r  h ie l t  r i rc ,  in  thc
Scltlyn Ranges C)nc rvcckcncl wits spent travcrsins
purt of this i lrcu lro|l McKinlc_v through thc r ng-c
vil, lbolcybuc. Middlcton aitl Sclw:yn witho-ut
s igh t ing  thc  spec ics .  Much o f  th is  

-count ry  
i s

rc'l i i t ivcl\ l lut gntssllnd rvith snrall isolltccl patchcs
o l  whut  appeurs  b  bc  su i tab lc  hub i ta t  o f  l c lc ias
inc lud ing  Mulg l  and C i  idgce.

l - i l r i t cd  scarchcs  havc  a lso  bccn nra t lc  in  thc
ri ln!lcs north i ln(i \\ 'est of t l.rc arca bclrvccn
Dltiurnr ancl Duchcss. rvhich covcrs thc held-
w i l t c rs  o f  thc  south  l lo rv ing  Wi l l s  and Burkc  R ivcr
sJs tcn ls .  bu t  a -q  in  t r , i thou t  sncccss .  T in rc  pcr rn i t -
( ing .  thc  cx t  sc i r rch  nrca  rv i l l  bc  c loser  io  tha t
()i ()rt l sccond sighting soLlth of Kvnuna.
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