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Grey Slrrike-Thrush Oolluricincla ltarntonicu

Sexinq and Ageing
Th is  gu idc  is  based on  t l l csc  b i rds  t i rk ing

tlrrcc yelrrs to ()btit i l t arlult plunrlgc. In soDtc
ins tanccs  i t  may bc  d i l l i cu l t  to  id :n t i f y  sccond
_vcrr hirds. but lrdult ancl l irsl vcar birrls arc
cr r ' r l r  t l i s r in ru i . l r . . , l .  ThL.  p l r r r r r ,pe  Ih . rs .s  g i rcn
hcrc arc dctinitc but thc aclLlrl t inrc pcriocl
r t t i r \  \ : , r \  t l u c  l t ,  t l . l l r r r . , . l  r l o u l t .

Notc :  Thc  sun ln t l t r \  o f  r i iagnos t ic  l c l t tu res  pro-
posccl by l ' . N. Rcil ly ( 1966. ,1arr. I l ird l lundcr,
4 :75)  i s  bas ica l l ; '  cor rcc t .  bur  the  supcrc i l ia r_" -
c tc  s t r ipc  i s  n  juvcn i l c  ch i l r i l c l c r .  I t  n ray  con) -
p lc tc ly  o r  p i r r l i i l l l y  d is i rppe l r  in  thc  l l r s t  yc i r l
i r l so  a r lu l t  I cnra lcs  nnv  havc  b lack  pa l l tes .  Thc
b i rd  t i cscr ibcd  br  S .  &  D.  Wi lson  (  1965.  / r / r r .
Binl l lrudu, 3:70) rvould i lppcilr to lravc bcen
i t  h rs t  yc t r  o r  a  h rs l ' second ve l r  t la lc  i lnd  n( ) l
i l r l  l n l n l i t l u r c  l c n l i t l c .

J UVENIT,I ]
Rolh sexes: Sinri lur; botlr fcuthers sofl i lnd loosc

tcx tL r rcd ,  qu ick l l  n loLr l t ing  in to  n rs t  ycar
p lu r r r lgc .

Underparts: Whitish: Icrthcrs krosc |nti f lulTy
$'ith broud dark brown ccntrc strcilks.
l 'ace: Broird rufous s;upcrcil iarl cyc stripc
lubove ancl bchintl cvc.
l lve ring fe:rthers: Rulirus.
Wing: Covcrts i lnd sccondnrics cdgcd rufous
i rnd  s (nr lc t in lcs  i r  s l i th l  ru lous  a lso  on  t l t c
pr in r i l r i cs :  p ; r l c  ru l i rus  t ingc  on  thc  in t rc r  cc lgcs
()f t lrc un(l ' iru' ing fcathcrs.
' l 'ai l: Grcy; cnds poir'rtcd (cf. Rcgcnt Borucr-
b i r d .  r ' 0 1 .  9 .  n o .  l .  p  g c  l 4 ) .

l ' tRS ' t ' \ ' uAR
l lolh sexes

l-ace: 
'I 'hc jurcnilc rufous supcrcil iury c1,c

\1ripc nlit) trc parll) or Iull,- rcpli lccd b\,
fc l t thc rs  s i rn i l l r  to  thc  c ro$n rc i t rncrs .

Eve ring feathers: Gcncrally sti l l  rufous.

IVing

Primary coverts: Rufous; sti l l  juvcnilc
(  unmoul tcd  ) .
Secondary coverls: I lcing rcplaccd: thc
innerrnost nl y bc ncw and thc ()utcr sti l l
j uvcn i l c  (  shor tc r  i lnd  ru fous) .
Primaries and secondaries: Sti l l  juvcnilc
(unmoul ted)  bu t  thc  ru fous  cdg ing  nros l l y
lost duc to wcar.

'I 'ai l: Sti l l  juvcnilc uith pointc(l cnds k) thc
fclrlhcrs.

Male

Rill: Gcncrally black. but somctinrcs thc uppcr
nranciible is dark blrckish grcy and thc lowcr
grcy l ikc thc fcmale.

Iris: Chocolate brown.

Lores: Grcy.

Chin, throat and upper breasl: Grcyish whitc
with vcry narrow dark grey ccntrc shaft streaks.
Lower breast and flanks: Buliy grcy without
ccntrc shaft strcaks.

.!-cmale

Bil l: Gcncrally thc uppcr nrrndiblc dark grcy-
broun and thc l()$cr nrandiblc grcy. bul sornc
tinrcs the bil l  nray bc black l ikc the mllc.
lr is: Dark grcy-brown.

Lores: Grey.

Chin, throat and uplrer breast: Grcyish rvhitc
rvit l ' t  well nrarked durk ccntrc streaks. ()b-
viously broadcr than thc ccutrc shaft.
l,ower breasl and flanks: Grcyish bull with
strcaks sinti lar to thc uppcr breast.

N() I  F:  
' l  

hc nrr in d i lsno\ l ic  d i f ference tur$,cen t i rs t
yeLrr  In1 ' lcs i rnd l i rs l  yeur fcml le\  is  thc cxtcn( o l
s l fcaking on rhc hrcasl  i rnd f l : rnks.
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lte .1ustrolian Ilird Bander

F I R S T  Y E A R

Molc Femolc

S E C O N D  Y E A R

SF]COND YEAR
(scxcs can bc c lcar ly  d is t inguishcd)

Male

l l i l l :  B lack.
Iris: Rccl brown.
l,ores: Whitc.
Eye rinq fealhers: Dark grey. forming a dark
nng lround tnc eye.
Chin and throat: Grcyish white wirh vcry
l a rn l  s t r c i t k s .

l1pper breast: Grcy with faint centrc slrcrks.

Lower breasl and flanks: Grey to bufly crcv
wi thor t l  s l rc i l ks .
' l 'ai l: Ends squlrish. not p()intcd.

Female
Ri l l :  Upper  n rand ib le :  d l rk  g rcy  to  b l l ck ish
hr r  ' \ \  l t .  I . { \u ( r  r l l r rn rJ ih l t :  g rey .
Iris: Re cl brown.

Lorcs: Grey $ith durk ccntre strcaks to thc
fcathcrs.

Iiye ring feathers: White, forming a white
r rng  around thc  cyc .

3 9

:,

<,,,;iil

/i;,r,i7t'rt/

Femo lc



7 h, Arltr,rlun lt inl l l tnltr

Ch in  a r rd  th roa t :  ( i rc ) , i sh  wh i le  \ \ i th  \ \ c l l
Dr ; r rLed dark  ccn t rc  \ l  re i tk  s .
flpper brcast. lower bre:rst and flanks: Simi-
l l r r  to  ch i r  l ln ( l  l l l roa t  $ ' i l l r  $ 'c l l  n ra rkcc l  ccn l rc
\ l re i l k  \ .
' l ' a i l :  l i nc l :  sc lL rar i rh .  no l  po i r r le t l .

A I ) t l l , 1 '  ( t h i r ( l  \ c l r f  r r n r l  o l t l r : r  r
Ma le

l l i l l :  Ukrck .
lris: I)ark rcd-br()\\ n.
l -o res :  Whi tc .

Hre ring feathers: L)lrk {rcv !: ivins thc cllect
o l  u  b luck  e tc  r ing .
( lh in  and th roa t :  Bu f l !  \ \h i t c  (no  s t re lks ) .
IJpper  b reas t :  Pu le  g rc l  (no  s l rc i rks ) .
l,orrer breasl i lnd fl lnks: Bullv grcv.

F cnrale
l l i l l :  Uppcr  t rand ib lc - t la r l '  g rc ! .  l .o \ \c r
n lu r r r l ib lc -g rc ) .
l r i s :  l l c t l  b ro r rn .
l , o r e s :  ( i l e l i s h  \ \ h i t c  ( n o 1  o b v i o u s  l i f , c  n t i r l c ) .
l i l  c ring frathcrs: Whitc.
( lh in  : rnd  th roa t :  Whi t i \h  g rc1"  u  i th  d is t i r rc t
ccn t rc  s t rc i l ks .
f lppcr  b reas t :  ( i re r  * i th  d is t i r rc t  s l igh l  cc t r l f c
\ l t c l l k s .

l ,o re r  b rc ls t  aDd l laDks :  l lu l l l  g rc l  (no
\ l r c l l k  \  ) .

Surrrnrarv of l) iagnostic F eiturcs

JtrVllNll-I i: Sr.rl l  Pltttnage
I , ' lRS ' l '  \ ' I iAR:  Un l ] )ou l tcd  juven i l c  ru l i rus  p r i -

n l l i r \  coVer ls ,
Ma ic :  S I igh t  s t rc l l ' iDg  to  thc  uPpcr  b rc ls l
l ' emale :  l l ca r )  s t rc l t k ing  or t  ch in .  t t l l  o l  the
bfe i rs l  i l n ( l  t l l c  l l i rnks .

SI.](]OND }'I 'AR
Male :  l -o rcs  \ \  h i tc t  b l i rck  o r  d i r rk  e  yc  r in ! :
l i r in t  s t rc i l k in ! l  on  thc  upPcr  b rcas t .
I icttrale: Lorcs gre! \\ ith dark centrc strcilks.
e \e  r ing  \h i te l  r re l l  rn l t rkcd  s t rc i rks  l fon l  t l l c
ch in  t ( )  thc  [ r rc l rs t  anc l  l lnnks .

ADLlr.t '
Male :  l -o rc :  \ \h i l c ;  d t rk  cye  f lng :  no  s t rc l l ks
or )  the  u I ldc r I l l r t s .
l , cmalc :  Lorcs  gre ! ;  \ \h i t c  cye  f in l l :  s l igh t
s t rcaks  i ronr  thc  ch in  to  the  upper  b rc i l s l .
Safrif l tc(l froru scconcl veitr malcs by th.- whitc
e) c rin8. rttrrl front f irst y-car ntalcs b}' thc
r , l r . .  ; ,  , ' t  I l l (  j U \ ( n i l (  r u l i r u .  n r i r ) r . r r )  \ ( r \ ( r t \ .

a  . l t r t L t t i l L  l l l t t l q l i n ! )  ( i r t r  . \ l t r t l , t  l l t r t t . s l t t s

o  . \  r ' t /  . r / r r l  , ' 4g r  , r i  r 1 l t '  On  t  . \ l r i l , L  I  l t r t r t l t

l ) l r ( J r { \ :  ' \  l .  I  l l i ( i r l
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