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LITERATURE REVIEW
Compilcd by D. Purchase.

This section is compiled from journals which are often not
available to non,professional ornithologists in Australia. The
folk)wing criteria are used to sclect papers for rcview:

. They relate to species which occur in Austral ia and i ts
Tcrr i tor ies;

o They provide detai ls of techniques and equipmenr that may
bc of usc in Auslral ia;

o They provide detai ls of studies that mny be oi general
interesl to Austral ian ornithologists.

Journafs perused: Ardea 79(2); Birding in Southern Africa
43(3); L'Oiseau RfO 6l(1.3); Malayan Natural ist 44(l ,2,3);
N. Amer. Bird Bandet lS\4).16(1. 2, 3); Notomis 31(3,4\,
38(l ,  2): Ob.reryer Nos. 90,91; Ornis Beob. 88(1, 2. 3); Orrls
Fenica 68(2), Onis. Stecia l( l) ;  Ostr ich 62(1.2); wortt l
uirdwutch 12(4). 13(1. 2. l) .

GENERAL INTEREST

Territory economics and population stability - can populations
be socially regulated? von Schanlz, T. (1991) O,'rr Svecid
l:  29-37. (The author cxamines the importancc of social
behaviour (e.g. !err i tor ial i ty) in populat ion regulat ion from
an individual sclcct ionist point of view and concludes that the
rmt,,r l :rnis L' f  \ocir l  regulariun i \  highl!  c\dggeraled.)

lldentification of behavioural and ecological factors important
for the protection of species and habitats. l  Richner. H. (199t).
Ornis. Beob.88: 243 252. (Tho nccd for long ternl studies i f
the conscrvation of bird populat ions is to bc effect ive. In
German.)

Rich but troubled. Andrcw, D. (1990\ World Birdwatch 12(4)1
l i  9. (A bricf background to bird conscrvation in Austral ja )

Birds und€r threat. Gamett. S. (1990). Wo d Bndwatch
l2(4): 10. (Dcscribes the spccies in Austral ia now under
grealcst threat. )

Cats: a heavy toll on songbirds. A reversible catastrophe.
Stal lcup, R. (1991). Obsetver No. 9l:  8-9. (A discussion
on lhe numbcr of songbirds ki l led by cats in thc USA - an
cstimatcd,l . , l  mil l ion each d:ryl)

AUSTRALIAN SPECIES

Birds of'Ata and Late, and additional notes on the avifauna of
Niuafo'ou, Kingdom ofTonga. Rinkc, D. R. (1991) N.)l(,/t]ir
38: 131-l5l.  ( lncludesseveralspeciesthatoccurin Austral in )

Di€t of the White-faced Heron on Manawatu pastures. Lo. P L.
( 1991). No/o/nb 38: 63'71. (The dctai ls and scasonal variatron
of 34 357 prey items are recorded..)

A White-faced Heron reacts to a cat. Battley.P F and Jowett,
C. (1991). Nololr, i .r  38:80. (Thc hcron aPproached to 2-3 m
ancl fol lo$ed the cat. )

Corel la 17(1)

lAn unusual feeding behaviour of the Little Egret Eg.etta
ganetk.l lJoisii, C. and Roberr, D. (1991). t,'Oiseau RFO
61: 51 52.  (Uscd i ts  wings to shadow the area in f ront  of  i r .
In Frcnch.)

Bi t terns using mangroves.  Mi l ler ,  P.  and Mi l ler ,  K.  (1991).
Notornis 38:79.  (Sccn at  low t ide,  presumably feeding on
crabs,  shr imps and other smal l  mangrove dwel l iDg animals.)

Northem Shov€ll€rs near Waneanui. Battley, P. F. (1991).
Notornis 38i 48 50. (Dcscriptions of a male and femalc sccn
in Augus( 1989).

lBfack Kite hunting a bat]. Entress, W. (1991). Ornis. Beob.
88:338.  (The bat  escapecl .  In German.)

Comparisons and functions of sky-dancing displays of Cr'.cus
harriers: untangling th€ Marsh Harri€r complex. Simmons. R.
(1991). Osttich 62: 45 51. (The display of the Africnn Mrrsh
Harrier Circas r..rrtvorur rcscmbLcs that of the Australasian
Marsh Harr ier  morc than i t  does the European Marsh
Harr ier . )

lRearing of young Marsh Harriers Cr'rcus aerugfuosus by a mal€
of Montagu's Harrier C. pygargus.i Bougnol. O. (1991).

L Oiseau RFO 6l'. 150-151. (Thc young Marsh Harriers wcrc
removcd to the edge of .r llcld durinS harvesting and fcd by a
malc Mootagu s Htrr icr  who drove of f  thc adul t  Marsh
Hnrr icrs.  In French.)

Harrier attacking Black-billed Gull. Cooper. w. (1991)

Notornis 38i  72.  (A f . l i lcd at teDpt to takc a Sul l  on water b! '

a Marsh Harr ier . )

Harrier attacks dabchick and Welcome Swallo*s attack falcon

Shaw. W. B.  (1991).  Notornrs 38:86.  (A fa i lcd at tempt by a
Marsh Harr ier  lo take a New Zealand Dabchick on the rv in8.

and Wclcomc Swal lovr 's  mobbiDg a New Zcaland Falcon.)

Breeding density and nest site characteristics of the Pcregrine

Falcon Falco peregrinus minor in the Southwestern Cape'

South Afr ica.  Peplcr .  D. .  Van Hensbergen. H J and Mar l in '
R.  (1991).  O.! r / , . ,  62:23-28.  (Thc popular ion is  h ighcr than

or(r inrr . l t  thought i rnJ i r  \e(m. no \ f<(r . r l  cr \n\crv. t l rorr
- .a.urei  nccd io he t ; rkcn , ' thcr  th.r r r  Ih(  cnl t ' r ienrenl  o l

current  lcgal  protect ion.)

lDistribution, populalion size and long-term changes in popula-

tion size of wint€ring waterfowl in Sweden l Nilsson, L (1991)

Omis 9ecia 1:  11-28.  (Midwinter  counts havc t lccn urdcr-

lakcn in Swcden s ince 1967. Incrcasing t rcnds were found for

iive specics whereas Eurasian Coots incrcased nlarkedly ovcr

thc first years 10 crash aftcr lhe I97f3l79 hard winter' In

Swedish wi th Engl ish summary )

[N€w data on the breeding of the Black-winged Stilt (Himantopus

i imantopus) in Senegal . l  Bai l lon.  F.  and Syl la,  S l  (1991).

L'Oilteuu RFO 6lt 6245. (lts sensitivity to wcalher condilions

and human disturbance is  d iscussed. In French.)

Distribution, reproductive success, and population trend in the

Dunlin Carrdris alpina schinzii on the Swedish rdest coast.

Blonovist .  D.  i rnd Johrnsson, C.  C.  (1991) Ornis Svecia l i

39 ,16. (The number of breeding pairs has declined during the

1980s to an est imated maximum of  44 pairs.  The causes of  the

decl ine:rrc cxanincd as is  d le fu lure of  thc populat ion )
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The collapse of a local population of Spotted Doves (Streptopelia
ciirersit in southern Califomia. Mcclure. H. E (1991).
N. Amer. Bnd Bander 16:34 36. (Ne explanarion coutd bc
found for thc coll,rpse. )

New species for the Auckland Islands. Mcclelland, P. J. and
Moorc, P. J. (1991). Notomis 3E: 80. (Includes Shining
Bronzc-Cuckoo. )

Behaviour of New Zealand Kingfishers feeding chicks. Hayes,
L. M. (1991). Notomis 3E.73 79. (Chicks were fed by both
prrents. predominantly on l izards, crabs and insccls.)

Th€ survival rate of Australian passerines. Yom-Tov, y.,
McCleery, R. and Purchase. D. (1992). lbls t34t 37+379.
(The survival rates of 35 species wcrc crlculated. Overall, thc
survival rate of Australian passerines is at least 1.2 greater
than that of equal sizes Brit ish passerincs. There was no
differencc bctw€en rhe old endemics' and ..new invaders..
However. i !  is suggestcd that the survival rates of birds
younger thar onc yerr is different betwccn the two groups.)

[Four successful b.oods of a Blackbird in the same nest.]
Camici.  M. ( 1991). Ofn,r.  Beob.88:71. (Al l  werc in rhe samc
season. In cerrnan.)

Use of resources and play back experiments in the genus
Ac.oceprralrs in a marsh area of Piedmont.l palestrini. C. and
Rolando. A. (1991\. L Oiseau RFO 61: 27-38. (Etho-
ecological aspccls of thc coexistcncc among thrce species,
including the Creat Recd-Warbler. In French.)

Prefer€nce for nest site beight in the Starling Stumus vulgaris
- an experim€nt with nest boxes. Svcnsson, S. (1991). Orars
.S!e. ia 1: 59-6I. (Boxes wcrc placed ar 1.5 m, 3.0 m and,l .S m.'I hcre was a preferencc for the higher boxes. Breeding succcss
was also greatcr in these boxes.)

Breeding, mass and primary moult of Europ€n Starlin8s Stumus
vulgani at Dassen lsland, South Africa. Cooper, J. and Uncler-
hi l l ,  L. G. (199t). Ostt ich 62: l-7 (Fif ty ncstl ings, 181
juvenilcs, and 445 adults wcrc banded; 22,1 recaprurcs werc
recordcd. Totals of 6112 primary moult scorcs and,{3zl masses
were obtaincd. Twenty eight ncsls were cxamined.)

TECHNIQUES AND ANALYSES

Band opening and removal by House Finches. Stedman, S. J.
(1990). N. Aner. Bird Bunder ls: l3c't38. (Of 230 birds
recapturcd within 90 days of being bandcd, one was without
i ts band and 72 had bands thar bad been part ly opened.)

[Evaluation of the cons€quences of ringing on a breeding
poprlation of Swifts (Apus apus L.).1 Gory, c. (1991).
L Oiseau RFO 6l:91 100. (11 is recommendcd that adults be
captured on the nest during thc short period preccding chick
f icdging. In French. )

A simple. effective ner for capturing caviry roosting birds.
Jack . r rn . J .  A  rndPJ r r i \ .S  D  t l qa l )  A  Anq .  B i t d  BdnJ I
16: 30 31. (A hand-hcld ner made from the frame of a l ishcF
man s landing net. an enrbroidcry hoop. and a clear plasl ic
D a g . )

Techniques for locating and capturing nesting female Short-
eared Owls (Asrb fammeus). Leasure, S. M. and Holt, D. W.
\1991).  N.  Amer.  Bird Bander 16:32 33.  (A merhod using a
mist net held horizontally between two people that n1ay be of
use for capluring other ground nesting birds.)

An alternative method of netting shorebirds in the Canadian
Subarctic. Otncs. C. L. (1990). N. Amer. Bird Bander t5:
139 140.  (A misr  ner was held hor izontal ly  belween two
peoplc, who were posilioned between lwo flocks. As birds
movcd between thc flocks they werc caught by swiftly
c levat ing the net  1()  a vert ical  posi t ion.)

lspace utilization by the Middle Spotted Woodpecker
Dendrccopos medius: rrsefulness of radio-tracking.l Villard, P.
11991).  L Oiseau RfO 6l :  101 l l0.  (Thc rerr i rory s izc is
smal ler  dur ing the breeding season thaD i t  is  dur ing the non-
breeding scason. The uscfulncss of  radio- te lemctry in th is typc
of  s ludy is  c lear ly dcmonstrated by the resul ts.  In French.)

Footpad dimorphism as a possible means to determine sex of
adult and juvenile Northern Spotted Owls (Sr.tx occidentatis
caul ina).  F leming,  l .  L. .  Buchanan, J.  B.  and l rwin,  L.  L.
(1991).  N Anet.  Bird Bander 16:6tu8.  (Adul t  b i rds could
be scxed on thc basis of the length of the footpad irom rhe
l ip of  thc middle toe to t ip of  thc hal lux wi lh an over lap of
12.5 per ccnl .  I ts  possib lc usc for  sexing juveni le owls is
discussed.)

[A new method of evaluating owls densities and their habitat
use. l  Vcrheyden, C.  (1991).  L 'Oi . r"ae RFO 6r 1 '7-26.  (A
spo( l ight  vers ion of  the point  counts census rcchnique.  In
French.)

The value of atlassing: local seasonal movements- Harrison, J.
and Oallcy, T. (lL)t)l). Bir.ling in Southcrn At'riu 43 6649.
(The usc of  rcport ing rate to show k)cal  movcmenrs.)

BOOK REVIEWS
The Birds of Sydney 1770-1989 2nd Editnnr
E. S. Hoskin (K. A. Hindwood and A. R. McCil l) ,  1991.
Surrcy Beatty & Sons Pty Limircd, Chipping NorroD, NSW
2170. 292 pp., mrp. l ine drawings and colour plalesl l5{ l  x
225 mm. Retai l  oul lets or publ isher- $39.00 plus postage.

For those who rcmember the County of Cumberland whcn
tsush Thick-knees Burhinus magnirostriJ could be found
relativcly easily bu1 Galabs Cucutua nseiepilla \tterc
unconrmon, Ern Hoskin's updaling of Hindwood iLnd Mcci l l  s
The Birds of Sydncy . (publ ished by rhe Royal Zoological
Socicty of New Soulh Walcs in 1958). is an hisroric review and
nostalSic remiDder of the changcs in the avi launa ofthc county
ovcr the last 30 ycars.

The present volume is rhe resulr of Hoskin s loyalty to
Hindwood, demonsrraled by his faithful maintcnance of
Hindwood s records since the lattcr 's death in 1971. and by
thc zealous rcsearch rcquircd to keep up rhosc f i les. refcrrcd
to by Hoskin:rs the Kcirh Hindwood Bird Recording Scrvice.
or (he Memorinl Bird Rccording Service'


