
Corella, 1993, 17/.2\: 4i42

MIGRATORY BEHAVIOUR OF SILVEREYES
RETURNING TO TASMANIA FROM SOUTHERN VICTORIA
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Thc Tasmanian Silvereye Zosreropi later,t l is
undergoe\  mlgrd t ion  each au tumn and spr ing
(Blakers ei ul. 1984). At Wilson's promontory i i
Victoria, it has been seen to flv in from the dass
Strait from early March through to mid-June
(Garnett er al. l99I). The bird'ihen remains in
mainland Australia through the winter unti l the
return mlgration. Information on thc dates and
duration of this return migration, howevcr, is
la^ rge ly  lackrng .  In  rh is  pape i .  we rcpor l  the  l imc
o l  migra t ion .  l lock  : i zc ,  and o ther  observ r r r ions
on thc migratory behaviour of the Tasmanian
Silvereye as observed at southern coastal
Victoria.

Data on the annual duration of migration were
oht r ined l rom mt rn th ly  obscrva t ion icar r ied  ou l
r t  ̂  Wi lson 's  Promonlor l  L ighrs la t ion  (herea f te r
re le r rcd  lo  us  lhe-  L igh ts la r ion ,  (Jq .08 'S .  140"25 'E)
l rom the  f i rs l  ha l fo f  l9RR lo  Januara  lqg2.  Garne l r
et ol. ( lt)t).1.1 provided a physical dcscriprion ot the
arca .  Add i t ionr l  behav iour r l  dar r  we ie  obra ine t l
from a cliff top (100 m above sea levcl) at Caoe
L ipr rup  (38"55 'S .  t45 '5 .s 'E) ,  a lso  on  rhe  coas ia l
mainland of Victoria, from 28 October to 4
November.1991. Owing to the low vegetation
(dominated by Coastal Tea Tree Leptosiermum
laevigcttum) ar lhis sile, silrereyes could be secn
a l l  a round the  observcr  as  thev  ea thered in to
flocks beforc raking ofl.

.The.  Tasmanian  S i l vereye bcgan r rs  re rurn
mrgra t ton  I rom th is  par t  o f  V ic to r ia  as  ear ly  as
la te  June,  and comple ted  th is  .spr ing  migra i ion
oy  us  ta te  as  January .  The cxac t  da tes  o f
commencrment and completion varied from year
to  year  lTah le  l ) .  though migrar ion  upp.nred  tn
nc  heav tes l  t rom about  mid-September  to  a t  leas l
mid-No\emher .  The las t  s i l ve ieye  f lock  to  lea \e

tbr-Tasmania in thc return migratory scason of
. l r lo  * " t  I l  J rnuary  tquU.  on l )  s i ren  wceks
hefore rhc first arrival of silvereyes lrom
Tasmania on 3 March in the samc year! Thus late-
returning birds must have either delayed breeding
or performed no breeding at all for that ycar i;
I  asmanra_

Silvereyes at t lrc Lightstation may take otT
toward  rhc  se i t  u t  any  t ime o f  thc  day .  rnd
mrgra tor )  t locks  wer (  \een la te r  than l7U0 h  in
the  a l te rnor )n .  Throughout  the  s ludy  per iod .  no
mrgra l ron  wrs  observcd  a t  Cape I  ip t rap  a f te r  the
mornrng scss ion  (Tah lc  2 ) .  A t  horh  locar ions .
perk  mrgra t ton  t tme u \ua l l y  occur red  l rom onc
hour  he fore :unr ise  (when l igh t  uas  ava i lah le )  to
about 1000 h. Silvereyes havi been considcrcd to
be a  main ly  noc turna l  migranr  (Lane rnd  Bat tam
lqT l )  bu t  we have c lear - l y  observed la rge-sca le
migra t i t rns .  dur ing  day l ighr  hours .  A l rhough
observcr  b i rs  fo r  day t ime migra t ion  cou l t l  occur
because b i rds  cou ld  no t  be  s&n un  most  n igh ls .
wc believe that most f locks set our ro sea when

TABLE 1
Dates on which 6rst and last tiocks werc observcd at Witson s
Promontory Lighlstalion for four return mtgrar,on seasons.

Season First fiock l,ast flock

1988-89
1989 90
1990 91
r991  92

3 Aug.
lE  Aug .
25 Junc
22 July

carly Dec.
I  I  Jan .
2  Jan .

*Flocks werc observed on 8 January and 24 January but  rhcre
wrs unccrta inty as to whether rhey hcadeo soutn.



TABLE 2
Tinlc of last llocks sccn to takc ofl over the sea from Ctape

Liptrap.

Datc Timc of  observat ion Last  Bock sccn

K. Chan and P. Suttonr I\,4igralion of Silvereye Cotella 1712)

Migratory flocks could contain front three to
about 500 individuals. Flock sizes of 30-50 birds
were frequently observed at Cape Liptrap and
during the peak migratory period at [he Light-
station, although larger flocks were also common.
Small l locks comprising 6-20 birds were common
outside the peak period at the Lightstation.
The larger flocks usually occurred aftcr poor
weather .

All si lvereyes sccn flying overhead at the Lighf
station appeared to head directly south and not
in the dircction of Deal Island or Rodondo lsland,
although it is possible that the birds may change
coursc. Of nore than 100 flocks observed at Capc
Liptrap, all cxcept three (which flew along the
coastl ine) headcd off over the sea in a southerly
dircction. Many flocks returned to land after
taking off toward the sea. Sometimes this
involved only a few individuals from a flock, other
times a large proportion of the flock returned,
while at sti l l  other times the wholc flock returned
to land after being out to sea. Flocks returning to
land aftcr setting otT were seen less often at the
Lightstation.

The information provided here is noteworthy
not only in reporting a long duration of vcrnal
migration in the silvereye, but also in the take-off
behaviour rarely reported for a small land bird
arbout to cross a large body of wzltcr.
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2u Ocr.
29 Oct.
l0 Ocl.

l l  ( ) c t .
I  Nov.
2 Nov.

3 Nov.
.l No\,.

063F1600 h
0510 -1300  h
0340-1200 h
l(xI-2000 h
060F1 130 h
011 (11600  h
0110-1030 h
162(i i  t)30 h
050(!1030 h
0500 1t 30 h

1055  h
0900 h
0900 h

0750 h
1000 h

05,10 b

somc light is available. Evidencc of this includes
southbound migrating silvereyes not being heard
at night over the Lightstation and silvereyes not
being present at Cape Liptrap in the evcning.

Before take-ofl. si lvereyes at Capc Liptrap
could bc heard call ing actively. These were not
individual calls, but werc collective. At night
when the birds could not be seen, nrigratory activity
was easily detectcd by the collective call ing.
Although such vocal activity was heard each time
the observer arrived at Capc Liptrap in the early
(dark) hours of the morning (except on rainy days
on which no migratory activity was rccorded), less
was heard during thcsc hours than later when
light was available. This indicates that some
nigrations did take place in the dark but thcsc
wcre compitratively few. Thc observation lends
tlrther support to thc suggestion that silvereyes
arc Dot typical night migrants.

Premigrabry flocks often circled and landed
and rc-circled a number of t imes before departing
over the sea. When landing, the birds invariably
dived down simultancously into the bushes below
like tall ing stoncs (sce also Dorst 1962; Gauthreaux
1972 for similar landing behaviour in Dorthcrn
temperate migrants). Whilc among the bushes
(mostly foraging). thc birds were often silent, and
the collcctive calls were always madc when the
birds sct off together into the air. The observa-
tions suggest that such vocalisation was not only
to induce, but also to maintain, f lock organisation
since the same calls were uttered during migratory
fl ight.


