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SEABIRD ISLANDS No. 223

Description: -56 ha; about 8-50 m diamctcr. it is a
roughlv round cav of coral rubblc and shinglc with
an elevation of ten metrcs. A mr.rch smaller island
is joinerl to thc nain island by a sand spit at thc
southern end. Therc are thrcc lagoons
surroundecl bv pcrmanently d11' coral shingle
banks .  I t  i s  poss ib le  to  cn ter  thc  southern  and
largcst lagoon from the sea in a boat with a
shallow draft. such as a dinghy or canoe. Dcnse
mangrovcs surround the lagoons. Low hcrb
vegetation on rhc periphery is interspcrsed with
('a.suurina and ;lrgaslrr woodland. Coconut Palms
OoLtrs nuciferu havc apparcntly been planted.

Landing: Landing is best on the wcstcrn sidc.
Car e should bc takcn among the subrlcrgcd coral
bou ldcrs .  Land ing  can a lso  occur  a t  h igh  t idc  on
to thc southcrn beach to the wcst of the lagoon
entrance. in a shallow draft boat; howcvcr, as tl.rc
t idc  rcccdes  thc  boat  may be  s t randed.

Orn i tho log ica l  H is lo ry :  \amer l  on  the  i r r l \  (h i in i
r \  'En  Ca) '  l r l l l  l herc  i rppeur  to  l l r ve  hce l  ncr
ornithelogical visits prior to those of Dommr fronr
1973 to  1976.  The cay  has  no t  been mcnt ioned by
any carlier naturzrl ist who stopped at Lizaril
I : l r n d  ; r t d  i s l ; r n , . j .  r r r  t h r  r i c i n i i l  c . p . .  K i n s r i
S l r r k e s \ :  J r r k c s : : , r r  |  : r r e r y  l n d  G r i m e s  ] N o r  r i r s
i t .mcnt ioned bv  K ikkawar  in  h is  ana lys is  o f
avifaunll asscrnblages itn thc Grcat Barrier Rccf.

Nyrnph Island, Great Barrier Reef, Queensland

Location: 1,1"39'S. 1.1-5"1-5'E; 12 kilometrcs
o f  L izard  Is lanc l .  Oueens land.

Status: National Park.
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The presencc of a stone-lincd wcll, Dearby
Coconut Palms and thc foundations of a house
are tcstimony to earlier settlement. Thc compiler
has been unable to nnd writtcn documentation of
habitation. The lagoon has bccn (and probably
sti l l  is) rich with mud and sand crabs. which could
have supportecl inhabitants of Europcan and
Abor ig ina l  descent  (pcrs .  obs .  ) .

G.  C.  Smi th  v is i ted  the  cay  I  I  t imes:  l ( r l7  Fcb-
ruary  1982 (ovcrn igh t  s tay  aboard  a  d inghy
moorcd in thc l irgoon). 2'1 April 19it3, 5
Novcmtrer 1983. l8 November. 1983, 29
November  l9 i l3 .  20  Dccember  1983,  5  January
1984.  9  February  1984,  l0  February  19u5.28  Feb-
ruary l9u5 and l6 January 1992. T. A. Walker (in
l i t t . )  v is i ted  thc  cay  on  l9  Decembcr  19 i19 .

Breeding Seabirds and Status

Egrettd sacra Eastern Reef Egret - One nest con-
taining threc nestl ings was sccn on 16 January
1992, in mangroves fringing the northern lagoon.

Sterna dougall i i  Roseate Tcrn - Two adults were
noted  on  l8  November  1983 i  11  ncs ts  conta in ing
one or two cggs (mean = l 4, S.D. : 0.6) were
recorded on 29 November 19f13; four adults and
four nests containing single eggs were rccorded
on 20 Decembcr 1983; for.rr adults and onc
juvenile werc seen on 9 Fcbruary 1984; and two
irdults were noted on 10 February 1985.

S!crrtu surntrLrdrtt Bllck-napccl Tcrn Prcscnt on
a l l  v is i l s  bv  Smi th  cxcept  fo r  thc  onc  on  2 ; l  Apr i l
19|12. Ncsts coltl ining cggs and young were l lso
notc r l  bv  Walkcr  r )n  l9  Dccember  1989.  Obscrva-
t ions  a t  o t l l c l  i s lands  in  the  L izard  Is lanc l  a rca
suggcs t  tha t  thc  L l lack  napc t i  Tcrns  are  usua l lv
i r l r \ L  n l  l r , ) n t  t h i s  : r r ,  r r  , l r r l i n t  t l t t  r r ' " p i , ; r l  u  i r r r c r

(Dommr, Smith ancl Bucklcy": Smith rincl Ogilviet.
unputrl ished clata). Breeding was obscncd l(Fl7
Fcbruary l9tl2. and on all visits aftcr and irrcluding
ll i Novembcr l9lt3. Thirty urclults. two eggs antl
remnants of hatched eggs \!ere seen on 16 17
Fcbrr.rrry J982. Sixty-scvcn uclults wclc sccn on 5
Novcnrbcr l9lJ3. Onc hundrcd and nincty-fivc
aclults antl 36 nests containing one to two eggs
( m e a n  =  L - 5 .  S . D . : 0 . 5 )  w e r e  n o t c c l  o n  l E
Novcmbcr 1983. Onc hundrcd ald ti)ur ncsts
conta in ing  one to  th ree  eggs  (mean :  1 .5 .  S .D.
= 0.5) were recorded on 29 November l9lJ3. On
20 Dcccmbcr l9U3 thcrc wcrc 96 adults and 30
ncs ts  (mcan c lu tch  s izc  :  1 .6 .  S .D.  :  0 .5 ) .  On 5
January 1984 there were 78 adults, 39 ncsts con-
taining eggs, two flying young and two pull i. On
9 February 1984. 99 adults. two ncsts (onc to two
eggs), two pull i and two flying young wcrc
recorded. Six adults and one nest with two eggs
wcrc  seen on  10  February  1985.  On 2u  November
1985 therc wcrc 86 adults and two ncsts cach with
an egg. Walker recorded 94 adults, 18 nests con-
ta in ing  one or  two eggs  (mean:  1 .4 ,  S .D.  :0 . -5 )
and five nests containing one or two chicks, in
five scparatc colonies on l9 December 1989. On
16 January 1992, about 300 adults were seen;
however, only seven nests containing cither one
or two eggs, or a single chick wcrc obscrvcd.

Sterna aneethetus Bridled Tern Present on
survcys  on  18  November  19 t i3  (106 adu l ts ) .20
December 1983 (nesting prolif ically on the outer
margin of the cay, eggs prcscnt). 5 January 198,1
(7,1 adults; breeding), 9 February 198,1 (70 adults;
breeding), l0 February 1985 (18 adults) and 28
Novcrnber 1985. Walker counted about 200 adults
on  19  Dccember  1989.  bu t  on lv  one egg w i rs
found. Less than 50 birds worc noted nesting on
16 January  1992;  ch icks  were  prcser t .

G. C. Smlthr Nymph lsland Core La 18(2)

t N ,-mph Island from the air (looking south-east). Phoro: P. Isdale
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Stt'rnu bergii Clrcstcd 
' l 'crn 

Seen on all visits.
Adult numbcrs rangcd from cight on 2'1 April
l9lt3 to 927 on l(Fl7 February 1982 when
brecding was rccordcd. On this occasion breeding
was in  th rec  d is t inc t  sub-co lon ics  (wcs t  bcach 134
cggs. south-eastern poiot 325 cggs. and soutlr-
castcrn point 447 cggs). Only single egg clutches
\ \ L r (  t ( \ , , r r l c d .  ( T w  e g g  ! l u l ( h ( s , r c . u r  i r l  v c r v
low numbcrs.) Nesting was not noted on any
othcr  v is i t .  a l t l l oug l l  car ry ing  d isp lays  by  bachc lo r
mrr lcs  rvc rc  cv idcn t  on  16  January  1992.

Sterrut bcngulensis Lesser Crested Tern Seen
on most trips in kxv numbcrs: onc on 5 Novcmbcr
l9ll]. one on 20 December 1983, two on 1t)
February 1985 and 22 on 28 November 1985.
There were 87 adults with chicks on 16 17
Fcbruary l9il2 ancl 5l adults were seen on
9 Fcbruarv 198'1. but no eggs or young were
fir Lrncl.

Factors Affecting Status

Past human habitation almost certainly would
hitvc neant that eggs wcre taken for food. These
days. the birds and their eggs are protected by the
island's National Park status, but occasional egg
poaching, inadvertent trampling of nest sites and
harassment ol young would occur by casual
visitors to thc island. Boats were anchored at
Nymph Cay on two out of I I visits by Smith.
Seinc netting {:rf l lsh was observed on one visit.
Tcrns comnronlv feed in the shallows about
Nymph Cay and depletion of f ish through netting
coulcl advcrsely affect populations of seabirds.

Other Seabirds Recorded

Pel.(anus(onspkil lttu.t AustralianPelican
Stlo ltucoguster tsrown Booby
Ilu(Dxttopuskrrgirostrr.! PiedOyslercatchcr
Ila(tnatopuslitliginosu.t SootyOystercatchcr
Ldru!  nowthol landia(  Si lver  Gul l
l l tdnprognt caspiu Caspian Tcrn
Strn( dhilions Lit(le Tern

Banding

N i l .
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