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Discussion

Wc could come to Do conclusion as to thc
cq)t's f luctuating succcss rate; howcvcr 1977
was a markedly poor brecding season for the
()ther nesting spccics sharing thc irrigation dam
hab i ta t .  Tab le  l ) .  Ncs ts  o f  Aus t ra las ian  Grebe
'fa<'lt,baptus rutraehollqndiee were only 507n of
thc numbcrs in thc othcr thrcc years. Clamorous
Rcerf -Warbler A cnx c plwlu,; sl enl oreus 7 5 V, antl
no Dusky Moorhens Gall inulq t(n(hre\a wcre
found nesting. On thc othcr hand the Purple
Swrrmphens Porpltyrio porphyrio, werc as suc-
ccssful as in othcr years. Possibly adversc en-
vironmental factors werc involved. Thc annual
rainfall during the four ycars of the study fluctu-
a ted .  (Tab lc  4 ) .  The lowest .  893.5  nm in  1977,
coincidecl with the ycar of least success for thc
brecding coots. also the Australasian Grebe.
Dusky Moorhen. and Clamorous Reed-Warbler.
The year  w i th  the  most  ra in ,  I  978,  1052.  I  mm,
was thc ycirr with the highesl success rate for
coots. A similar higher successful percentage
shows in Australasiln Grcbc records, lcss so
for Duskv Moorhen and not at all for Clamorous
Rced-Warblcrs. The variation in rainfall does
not aftcct thc init ial walcr level in thc damsi
lhcy arc always full in Scptembcr and subsequent
levcls dcpcnd on irrigation requirements. Per-
haFi consistent watcr levels are a factor in
brecding succcss for coots-

TABLE 4
Annua! ra infa l l  in  mm and hrccdins success of  coo(.

Br6€d rng  o l  Eu r  as ian  Coo t Corel la 4 (2)
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Selective Food Gathering
by Australian Magpie

AIley (1979) observed a pair of Australian
Magpies (irrnnorlhina tihicen, that fed on cheese
whilc retaining previously selcctcd insects which
werc later fcd to thc young.

In the 1972 breeding scason. Australian Mag-
pies nestccl to the north and soulh-wcst of Auluba
Oval, South Turramurra. A loosc flock of non-
brecding birds occupied gardens and oPen sPaccs
to the north-wcst of thc oval. at a s()mcwhal
fu r thcr  d is tance than thc  two ncs ts .

On 20 September the ntlrthern ncst conlaincd
advanccd young. Thc adult fcmalc from this nesl
was forrd gathering in my garden with larvac al-
rcatly helcl in thc bil l . She droppcd this original
brrndlc of footl thlcc tinres to forage and fced
hcrself, picking tl lr lhc original bundle of larvae
bcforc going on with the food scarch. After the
th i rd  d rop  and rc t r i cva l ,  I  had  an  un impeded
v icw o f  her ' f r igh t  to  the  nes t  wherc  shc  fcd  onc
ncs t l ing .

The obscrvation was tnadc without binoculars
at a distance of about 3 mctres from the foraging
bird. I concluded that Australian Magpies arc
sclective in thc food which is offercd to nestl ings.
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t975 1976

Annual rainfal l  926.9 1020.9

191't t97E

89-1.5 t052.1

I l rcedin!  success
q. 28.6 31.4 23.2 52.5
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