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REVIEW

South American tsirds A Photographic Aid to Identification.
John Dunning.  1937. Hrro\ \ 'ood tsooks.  351 pp.  r rp c lo lb
Sl lS J7.50.  paper $US 35.00

ThouSh publ ishcd i rs r  l i rs t  edi lbn.  th is book is  esscI t ia l ly
i t  sec{)nd and roviscd cdi t ion of  John Dunning's car l icr  photo,
gmphic r id to thc idcr l i l ica l i ( )n o l  South American land bi rds.' I  

h i r  err l icr  lvork wa\ in t \ ro parrs:  rhc f i rs t  lv i tb photographs.
dcscr ipt ions and di \ t r ihul ion maps of  somc 1.000 species and
thc sccold wi th only br ief  descr ipt ions and nl rps ol  nx)sr  o i
lhc rcmrrning lLrnd hi rds on thc cont incnr.  lhe l resent  work
has approxi Inatel !  1, .100 spccics i l lu \ t l . l red \ \ , i rh photogrrphs.
rnd al l  \pccic\ .  whclhcr  r l lustra led of  onlv dcscr ibeLl .  r re
, r r . , r , ' , , i  I r  \ r r r ,  I r , . r i ,  , ' r l l . r  r n , l  .  l l  . ' . J . m l : ,  r ' . J  ' !  : ,
d is lnbut ion nrat .

As l )cforc.  thc van muior i ly  o l  photographs are of  h i rds
thi r l  have bccn mist ,nef tcd i r i  the l ie ld.  p laccd in l l  spccia l
hold ing nrca lor  photography and subscqucnt ly  rc lc lscd' thc
scr lc of  thc work in\ ( tved i \  hard k)  g l rsp unl i l  onc lcais
through the $ork and rcads thc author 's  dcscr ipt ion {) f  h i \
1ncthor ls i |nd lpparr tus.

' lh is  
edi t ior  inc ludes man! morr  'non-Lrnd bi rds wirh

pholographs of .  for  cxamplc.  t lamingoes.  hurons.  shorebi f ( ls .
. jucks.  s$,ans and gee\e.  S()me uscful  addi l ion\  to thc prcscnl
work rrc a l is t  o l  b i rds.  gfoupcd in srzr  c i r tegor icr , .  in  which
thc Inalcs appcar a l l  or  nost l l  b l lck in rhc l ie ld (79 s lcc ics)
and a sccr ion on lcarning k)  idcnt i i !  Soulh Anlcr ic : rn b i r ( ls .' lhc 

lat tc f  inc ludcs black and whi lc  dralL ing\  o l  rhc ml jor
pi rssernc i rnLl  sonlr  nonj) i r \scnnc groups ro fami l iar izc the
ohscrvcr  wi th the shrpc uncl  posturc of  ntanv spccics.  Omi l tcd
l rom th is cdi t ion is  thc l is l  o l  loc i r l i t ics o l  \ rhcr(r  thc phoro

Sraphs wcrc t i rke n.

Notcd orni lhologis l  Robcrt  Ridgcl)  has hclpcd in lhc
i d c n t i l l c l t i o n  o l  t h c  p L r t c s . : r n d  i r  n o l c  h l s  b c c n  i n c l u d c d
whcre hi \  v icn 's d i i lcr  l rom tho\c o i  Dun io! .  (Ah.  fcs.  rhe
to!s o l  id l rn l i i ) ing bi fd\  in I  l r ind whcrc rhe cxpcf is  cvcn
put) l ish thci r  d i l lercnt  o l r in ions ot  (hc photogfuph\  in r  l ic ld
guidc i t  s  wondrr l i r l  \ tuf l l )  Thc o ' r l r  crror  I  have pickcd uf
in nry crsLral  rcrding oi  thc book is  rhrr  rhe \c icnt i l ic  nalne oi
Lhc Bluc hcaded lvhcalr  on t rgc I  I  sh( 'u ld bc / t tut  (ouh, t i  11o\
( \\uk)psittu \t)i\ii.

I  loLrnd lhc car l icr  cdi t ion of  th is book 1(r  bc ol  grc i r l  v | luc
in thc l ic ld.  c\pccir l l )  whcn u\cd in conjuncr ion $i th dc
Schauc scc t tn( l  Phclps !  Ciu idc to lhe ts i fds o l  Vcnczuclr '
I ls  usciu l rcss hrs t  ccn cnhunced grcr l l r  oot  jus l  by ha! ing
morc spccic\  i l lustratcd.  bLrt  spcci l ic l l ly  br  thc inc lusio o l
pholographs () l  s(nre of  lhc specics erderr t ic  to southern Chi lc
rnd Argcn! i I |n.  I 'holo\  o l  thcsc wcrc nolrb lc b!  their  r rbsencc
in thc prcvious cdir ion.  i rn( l  thc samc snecics sccm io h lvc
h i t h c r t o  b c c n  i l l u s l r a l c d  a l m o s l  o n l )  i n  C L r c r  O l r o g \ ' l - a s
A l c s  A r g c n t i n r s .  I  b o o k  o f  d u h i o u s  , , r l u c .  ( i ) n y c r s c l y .  l h c
cvcntuul  publ ical iorr  o l  thc iorrr  volurDc guidc ({ )  l l l  South
Amcricrn bi rds being prepufed b\  Robcf t  Ridgcl \  i rnd Cu.t"
Tudor (Volunrc I  o l  \ \ 'h ich is  now i r la i l rb lc though I  halc not
seen i1 a1 thc t inrc o i  wr i l ing)  Ina) mi l i8alc L iSr insl  Ihc useful -
ne\s of  DunninS s w1)fk.  Hox'cvcr .  whcn onc t r r !c ls  in Soulh
Amcf ica.  as i rnvwhc( ' .  $,c ighl  of  baggrge rs r  malor  conccfn
and thc fewer l ie ld guides thc bcf ic f .  Tbc bi rd$alcher or
orr l i lholo l l is l  rbout  lo v is i l  S()r (h Americ i l  wi l l  havc to con
srdcr thc mer i ts  ot  taking Ridglc)  ani l  Tudor 's  four voluntes
against  Dunning s onc volumc wi ih fc$cr qpccics.  ' fh is 

coul( l
wcl l  bc dorc in thc l ighl  of  lhc l i lnc onc is  p lann;rrg to s lcnd
in Soutb America and in rvhat  hrrb i tats.  rnd indccd $hcthcr
sonrc l l roups intcrcsl  onc Inorc lhrn othrrs.  For thcsc typcs
ol  reasons j l  i \  nol  a\  easy for  mc to unconcl i t ional lv  recon-
nrc d thc purch:rsc ol  Dunnirrg s brxrk rs I  would othcrwisc
bc incl incd to do.  I ior  thosc rv i th a st |ong intcrcsl  in Soulh
Amcrican bi rds bu1 who do n()r  ha|e lhe cadicr  edi l i (n.  and
for  l ibrar ians of  orni thological  grorps.  i1 is  crr la in lv wortb
pur chrsrng.
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