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A LITTLE USED SOURCE OF DATA ON MIGRANT BIRDS
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INTROT)UCTION
- l ' l rd i t  

ion i r l l r  in lo rna t ion  on  b i rd  n ro \cnrcn ls
t ' ( )n rcs  l r ( )n r  b i ln r l  rc lL l f l l s .  t i l c la r  obsg[ \ 'a t i ( )ns .
l c l c n r L l r \ .  o b \ c r v a t i ( ) n s  a l o n g  I c l t l i n g  l i n c s  .  l r n c l
( )bsc f \  i l l i ( Jn \  i r l  l i th lc ( l  \ t rL tc tL t rc \ .  In  Aus t r i r l i i t
l l r c  n r rn rbcr  o l  l cc l iP tu rcs  o f  bun( lc (1  n l ig fu r t  l ) i rds
i l \ \ i l \  l r ( )n r  thc  h lnd ing  s i te  i s  l c l l t i r c l l  s rna l l .
l ( , r ' l : , r '  r r . ' r ' k  . , t  I l t i .  t i t t t q  t .  l t t t t t l t , l  t , ,  \ t u , l l L l , l
\ \ i l der  n ro \cnrcn ls .  lnd  lc i i ( l i ng  l incs  havc  bccr r
l i t t l c  r rsed  c \cc l ) l  iD  s luc l i cs  o l  honcvc l l c r  lnove-
rnents  i l r  sou th  c i rs lc rn  Ar is l  t l i a .

In l i r t r l r l i r t r t  l ronr  lhc  t lop ics  suggcs ts  th l l  fo r
thc  n r i i l ( ) r i1 \  o l  \pec ies  \  i su i t l  o l )serv l r t ions  o l
n r i ! l f i r t i ( )n  u i l l  bc  o l  l i n r i l c r l  usc .  l ' h is  i s  bccausc
b i t r l s  l l r  lh r rc  thc  hc i l lh t  a l  \ \h ich  obscr rc ls  o r r
thc  s r ( )Ln( l  c r r r r  r . l i sc r i r r ina lc  thcm (L lk ins  l9 f l i :
IL ic l l r rc ison  l ( )7S) .  O l ) \e rv l l ioos  a t  l i ! r l ) t cd  s t rL rc -
t t l r cs  h i r \c  l )cc r )  l l t c  n r i l i r ) r  \ ( )u tcc  ( ) l  ( l l t ta  on  thc
l in r ing  ln ( l  rou tc \  o l  i i r rcs t  anr l  rvooc l lanc l  b i rc i
n r ign t l ion  i r t  ( ) t rccns i l rnd  to  c la tc .  c .g .  [ ]oob1
l s l r n c l  ( l n g l r r n  1 9 7 ( r ) a n t l  I ) i n c  I s l c t  ( N l r i k i n  l 9 ( r l ) .
( )bscr \ i r l i ( ) r t s  i r t  thcse  s tn lc t l r rc \  i l l c  n ror ' c
I rcqueDl  ( lL l r ing  \ \a l  ( r r  ( r !c rcas t  \ \ ' r l thc r  ( r \ \ ' e  rv
c t  t l .  l t )16-  I i i ch r lc lson  I97S) .  i r rc l  l r . cc lucn t l l
t l l c rc  i \  l rn  in rc rsc  re l l r t ionsh ip  [ rc1u 'e 'c 'n  1hc
n l ln tbcr  ( ) l  n l ig f i in ts  c i lp tu rc ( l  l rnd  the  n t rn r t re l
i rc tu i r l l v  n r ( ) \ ' i n ! .  N( )1 \ \ i ths taDd in ! :  t l l i s  l i l n i l i r t i ( )n .
l igh lc ( l  ' l ruc lu rc \  c | r  p roY ic lc  c l l r t r r  $h ich  i r l cn l i l l
r r l t e t  l ' r r , l .  , ' t ,  n t , , t i r  .  . r n , l  \ l r , r r  . l r ( , r r ' .  , l t i
i n ro lvc t l -  l rnc i  g i rc  inc j i c l l i ons  o l  l t re  lge  anc l  scx
, t t  r ' l  t (  , , 1  r t r i  r r . r t  I  '  r  r  ,  l  I  ,  '  r  |  ,  I  I  |  .  I  I  |  .  ,  I  I  \  .

' I  
h i \  n ( )1c  f c l ) ( ) f 1 \  l l t c  r csL r l t s  ( ) l  i l  t f i l i l  o l  ( ) nc

in rpo r l r r n l  L rn i l c t ' - i r l i l i z c r l  \ ( ) u l cc  o l  d i l l r  r r l t i ch  can
p to r l r r cc  L r sc lu l  i n t i ) r n r i r l i ( ) l )  1 | t  l l t i g ran t  l l s  wc l l  i l \
r ! \ l ( l c r l 1  \ l ) cc i c \  \ \ i t h  r r  r l ] i n i r  l r l  ; nvc \ l n t cn t  ( ) l
t r n t c .

METHODS

l l i rds  a rc  capturcc l  a l tc r  Ihc r '  f l !  in1o  \ \ in ( lo \ \ ' s
r ) r  o t l l c r  s t ruc tu rcs  du f ing  nr ig ra t ion  th rou ! lh
f  onrs r i l l c .  Quccns lanr i .  Thc  Qi rcens lun t l
Nat ionr r l  I )a rks  anr l  Wi l t l l i l c  Scrv icc  o l l i cc
in  

' l ' ou  
nsv i l l c  rcccp ls  lnd  t t r ' i l l s  thc  b i rds .

the  nr l jo r i t f  o l  uh ich  urc  b rough l  in  l ) \ '  t l ) c
gcncr i r l  pub l i c .  Thc  spcc ics .  d i l l c  ln ( l  c i l f tL l rc
krcalit l  are rccor(lccl l i)f circh bif(l l)rought
i t t .  \ r . : , .  u . t '  | | , r l  f ( \ , r l ( l l . ' r l  l , ' f  l r l { , . 1  . l \ ( ( i \ .

c i r r lV  in  thc  s tuc l !  bu t  i s  ro \ \ ' rou t ine l \  co l lec ted .
hrx le rc r .  l l l c  da ta  u rc  s l i l l  l c \ \  i l t  nur t ' tbc r .
I l i r c ls  wh ich  a lc  l chab i l i l a te t l  sL lcccss lu l l l  a re
rc lcascr l .  In r l i v id tu r ls  o l  l l l c  o r  unconu l ron
spcc ic r  u l r i c l r  ( l i c  a rc  co l l cc t ! ' ( l  i rn ( l  l r i l ns lcn-c ( l
l t  i r rc ! iu la r  in lc fv i l l s  lo  thc  Ouccns l i rnc l  N l r rscunr .' l ' hc  

c l iL t i i  l o r  l r l l  h i rc ls .  \ rhc lher  rc lc i rsc ( l  o r
prcscr r ,cd .  i r rc  i rc lu ( lc ' ( l  in  t l r c  rcs r r l t s .  Thc
s lL ldv  conrnrcncc( l  in  Novcnr l rc r  1935 anr l  i s
o lgo ing

RESULTS AND DISC]USSION

A t ( ) tu l  ( ) l  l4 l  inc l i r idLr i r l s  o l  l J  \pcc ic \  o l
rn ig ran t  b i rds  \ \ ' i l s  rcco lded ovcr  the  - l l  n ron th
pcr ioc l  l rom Norcnrbcr  l ( )85  1o  lV I rv  l ( )88  ( f r tb lc
l ) .  Wi r rdou '  b r rsh ing '  a t  r igh t  \ \ ' r i s  thc  n ' ros t
conrnron  fo I ' ln  o l  c lp l rL rc  lo f  lhcsc  spec ies  anr i
rvas  in lc r r r - :c l  l f ( )n l  b i rds  bc ing  lour rc l  in ju r tc l  o r
unconsc ioLrs  in  thc  c l r l v  n ro l .n ing  bcncath
rv inc lous  or  u  l  l l s .

Nunrbcrs  o l  n ros l  spcc ics  \ \ 'e lc  loo  snur l l  l i r r
iu l \ '  l re l r ( l s  1 ( )  i )e  apparcn t .  I  Ioucrc r .  \ \hcn  thc
t l i r l i r  l i r l  i r l l  \pcc ic \  l rc  I ) l ( ) l t c (1 .  l l re  c \ i \ l cncc  o l '
thc  au tunrn  n l ig r i r t ion  is  c lc l r r .  u i lh  pc l rks  t l r r l ing
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l r isurc l .  7ird1 t uho\.ol Dti l t .unt hif t t \  ol  t t t !  spa<ict(q.)trn\! nu)ntl r u for n:l il!r,. puc,,i,tttnl
l i \ot tDthrt 19,\-t  J,rrf  19,!81.
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N.{ igfrnt  l ) i r ( l  spc. ies rnd nu'n i )crs caprurcct  dur ing rhc srud}
pcr |od

Spccrcs

Supcrb Irruir Dtr\t P!ili opus sk?o.bus
I-of  rcs i ln I rnpcr i t t l -Pigco: l  D k utd,r i  toutul
Shi l ]  ing I ln)nzf  - ( \ rckoo (  h r t  sot  r t< <t | t  tut  nnt
(  orrrnr()n Kocl  l t r i l \ , r in\ . \  re) tordt(u
( 'hrnncl-b i l lc( l  ( \ rck(r  )  . \ t  \  thtoN trct  a.hauu ( l tuc
White- tbrorred NighrJ. t r  (  d |  |  i , t  t  1 t  gu. \  n\ . \  tu( t t  i  \
Azure Kin! l isher (  r , r f . r : r r r .  . t
l_orcsl  Kingl isher l1. t / t  <ot t  nun. [eut . t i
Sacrrd Kingt ishcl  HaAr orr  varcra
Bul l  brcasted Paradisc-Ki l ) I l t ishcr  Zru rrD(,ra . r  !  A. ia
Rainbo$ Bcc t i t tc(  l \1. rcp!  onlutu,
Dol l l rb i r (1 l ] / rnrr . r ru. \ . ) / r .n/d i l
t s l . , j k - 1 . , c ( , r  \ l ^ n , , r ,  h  l / . , r , / ,  / r . /  / a ,  / , , r . , / , , , ,
Sprn{ lcd l ) ron{o,( . /  k  r  u t  hol t .  t l r  o t  nts

Tolal

*Diunla l  n igr . lnts.
iPfc\unrcd mi1lr rnt  on rhc bi r \ is  o i  thc r iming of  obselv i i t ions
ar( l  prc\  rurs puir l i :hed informar ion.
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M O N T H S

f . l u t ( : .  U , "  
, h t \  

t , . t  l , , , ,  t . , t , . , t  K ,  \ t t , t t , t ,  . , . t t , t  t . t l ,  r  , t
. . t t a r i t ,  t . . t , r , t  t . , t t ,  . t t l  t , t r . J  t

1  \ ' 1 \ ' t t t ,  ( t 1 . , , u \ l , u t , t  t \ . , t t  , t - . ,  t , , ^ \ .  t t t , t l

F r ' l r , r ' u r r r ) - A p r i l  , ' l  e r r c h  v t i r r  r l - i c .  l ) .  T l r c
c v l ( l (  r l \ ' c -  1 , , 1  I l t c . f ( I L r r n  m i g r r r r i u n , l u r i r r g  s p r i n g  i s
no t  as  obv ious .  bu t  n t inor  pcaks  c io  cx is t .  ( i in_
parison of thc data l i)r t l lc F()rcst Kingfisher
Holy(on mac:ledyii, a wcll known migrant'. with
that for thc residcnt Rainbow Lorikiet 7'richo-
glossus hoanutod&.r i l lustri l tes the conccntration
ot 'capturcs expectcd with a migrant spccies
c lu r ing  thc  au tumn and to  a  l csser ix ten t  spr ing
m i g r r r t i , ' n  p e r i o r l s  t F i g .  l t .  O n h , r n u  r ( c , , r r j  l i ;
l l l c  F r , r ( \ l  K i  p h r l r c r  , r ( . ( U l l c L l  i , u l \ i J s , , 1  l l l r . \ L
p e r i o d s .  T l t ,  p ! . i r k \  i n  . i l p l l l r e  f i r l ( r  , , 1  R i l i l h o u
I , , ' r i k ( c l .  h c g i n r r i n g  i n  s p r i n p  r r n d  . r r n r i r r r r i n r :
(n r ,  'uFh \UmmL r  i rpne l l  to  he  r . l r r rs , . r l  p r t ,
r lomin  rn t l l  . .h l  in . . rc r i . c , l  c r l , (u r ( . \  , ) t  iuu . r i r le .
i t l te r  h rc (d ing .  Window h i rsh ing  in  Rr r inhorv
I . , ' r i k , c l . , r r l r r r r ( . d  l l o . l  t r . . . l r r t t r t l r  c l r r r i n g  r h e
Oi ry  i l  d  pnrn lu l l  l t \  i r  rcsu l l  , ' f  t l t ( . i r  h lh i t  o l
f lying low and fast through suburtran areas.

The Fcbruary-April pcriod u,hen rnost of thc
migrant-s arc caught is at thc end of thc wet scason
tn  nor ther r  Aus t ra l iu l  and is  charac ter ised  by
overcas t  wcather  and f requcnt  ra in .  The smai l
numbers ot mtgrants captured during thc July_
5ep l t rnhcr  per iod  is  p r , ,b r rh l l  re l r r r .d l l  r l r c  c l r . i r r
s k i c s  i n  t h c  I  o u  n ' r  i l l e  r c g i o n  r l  t h i s  t i n t u  r , l  ) e j r r .
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' l 'hc 
clata frorn this soLrrce mly assist in i. lentif i-

clt ion of additional l l l isranl species. Blakers rt
d/. (l9ll, l) consider the Azure Kingfisher C-ey-r
tzurcrls t() bc scclcntarl, in most arcas. Howcvcr.
thc records collectcd cluring this studv for thc
AzrLrc  K ing f ishcr  show a  s imi la r  d is t r ibu t ion  to
l h 0 s t  , ' l  t r l h ( r  I n i t r i r n l  { l L C i L \ .  s u F t c s l i n g  i l  i s  ; l
r r r ig r i rn t .  F r r r thcr  da ta  shou ld  c la r i f y  th is  po in t .

Thc  va luc  o f  co l l cc t ing  in lo rn la t ion  o f  th is  typc
is ti)r long-tcrm studies in wlrich patterns of movc-
mcnt mlv cmcrgc lrom systematic accumulilt ion
o l  c la ta .  T imi r rg  o f  movcmcnt  o f  rn ig ran t  t r i l c l s  i s
obtaincd cvcn though its intcrprct.lt ion rcquircs
a  cons idcra t ion  o f  wcathcr  conc i i t ions  r t  thc  t i inc
o f  cap turc .  Ind i rec t  techn iques  o f  th is  type  tb r
co l l cc t ing  da ta  on  l ] r ig ra to ry  b i tds  a rc  vc ty
in rpor tan t  in  Aus t ra l ia  t rccausc  o f  thc  smal l
lurnt)crs of bircl observers aDd banders with the
tinrc to carrv out l.norc intcnsivc studics. Thc
author  hopcs  t l la t  th is  no tc  w i l l  hc lp  s t in ru la tc
t , r l r r  r  in r  l i \  i ( lu i r  l .  r rn t l  r  r r l : r  n  i z r r l  i r  r  n r  t , '  i r  r  j t  i r r  t , .  p r r r -
j cc ts  o f  th is  type  ls  thcv  cos t  l i t t l c  and rc tu rn
nruclr nccdcd in l i)rmation.

RECOVERY ROUND.UP
lhi: u'ttion i: prcpartl "'itlt tltL ttt optruriut o! rht

S\ ' ( r ( tut | ,  , \u: I tu l i ( |  l l i td  od Bur Btnl i  X S. lkr , ts ,  Aistru.
litn Nu!it)ndl Pnrli. url llihllilc S(^,itt. Tht ft(orttit! art
tn l t  u utut ion ol  t tu thot \unds kt t i \ '& l  (kh )(dt :  thc,-  ut t
trtr u crnnplat li:r anl tlunrll nor tu unthsed in full or in pan
I i t lk)Lt t  th(  ] ) t ior  i ] ) t$1, |1 o l  t lk ,  hunl t ts  (onenttd.  Lot lgvi t r
r tn l  l i : runLt  n\ . )n l !  f t ' l t , t  k)  th(  ABBBS ut t l (s \  ath(  r in,
!tut(1. I h( listut](| is tlt( slk)11(st lisku:|.t itt kilonktrcs donll
t l (  l i  \ t  I i tR,  jo i tut t t :  rht  l thut  o l  btnding und nut tcry:  thc
t \ )n\)as\  l i t . . t i . ) t t  r . l ( / \  b nk tdD' !  l ik<t  l i i t ( .  (T lk, r (  i !  t to
iDryli<utio nfo,lli !: ttu di\tun(. lbtvt ot tht nut. Jollotrtl
h\  thr  h i t l l )  V ' l t t :n,uvi ld l t  AI IBBS g( Lol(s I tav(  b((
indutl(l in th( hundin,< dukl

/i..or./ \' o/ /rrrgr rr/r' ittnt'; nnt he tubrlitt?Ll dirc(tl\ k) tt1(
\h(nupan th( i t  n ( , t i ts . lo t  L lu\bn wi l  be ent ' id t ra l .

I l o n .  L d i t r ) r .

Thc t (J l l ( )wing r l )brc\ i i r t iorrs appcar i r  th is issuc:
AWS(I  AuslrL| l rs i rn Wrdcr SlLrdv ( l roup
' l  

l l l l (  l  a i$Ltn Bird Bunding Cc t rc
VWS(;  \ ' ic tor ian Wacicr  Srud_v Ciroup

Austrafian Pelican Peleuuttts conspicillatus
( a )  1 7 0 - 0 2 1 0 1 i .  A d u l r  ( + l l  b a n d c d  b y  J .  A .  K  L l ' o e  a r  P c c l

In l r l .  WA on l i  I )cc.  77.  Rccovercd deLrd near Avclon
Bcrch.  Mrndur.h.  WA on l0 Oct .  90.  ovcr l2 lcars 9
rrronlh\  i r f ler  banding.  2 kn W.

( b )  1 7 0 - 0 l l 5 l .  A d u l t  ( + l )  l ) a n d c d  b ] ,  J .  A .  K .  L a  c  r t  P c c l
In lcr .  wA on 6l rcb.  ls .  Rccovcrcd dcad r t  Fr lcon.  WA
on 2l  Aug. 9 l ) .  ov{ i  l2  years 6 months ai tcr  l ) lnding.  i1

(c)  17(104091. Ncsl l ing banded b! :vI .  IL walcrnan on North
Pel ican Is land.  Thc Ctx)ron8.  SA on i i  Dcc.  f i ,1.  Rccovcfcd
dcird ncr l  Fofcs(  Hi l l .  Qld on l { )  Junc 90.  ovcr 5 rears 6
months af lc l  brnding.  I  529 km NE.

(d)  170-070N9. Ncst l ing banded bt  M. H WarernLrn on
Pel ic i rn Is l i rnd.  I  hc ( ix)rong.  SA on l l  No\ ' .  88.
Rccovcrcd dcad ncar Wcc Wrr.  NSW in Oct .  l t9.  I  l l1
k m  N F l .

(c)  l7( l07i i l9 .  Nest l ing brrrded by M. H. Walermlnr on Nor lh
Pcl icrn ls land.  Thc Coorong. SA on 5 Nov.  89.
Rccovcred dcad ncar Windorrh.  Qld on l6 Apr.  90.  I  156
k l n  N N L .

(0 170 07959. Ncsr l ing bandcd by M. H. Warcrmrn on Nof lh
Pcl ican Is land.  fhc Coorong. SA on 5 Nov.  i i9 .  Rccovercd
dcrd 10 kDr SW ol  Young. NSW on I  July 90.  737 km L.

(g)  i70 12167. Ncst l in8 bandcd by M. H. Walcrmrn al  Lnkc
] ] t rc S{)ulh.  SA on 2l  Apr.  9(J.  Rccovered s ick und
rchabi l i tatcd on Hcrdingly St i t t ion.  nci l r  Mounl  Is i l .  Qld
iD JLrne 9( l . t )0( l  km N.

(h)  l7(112903. Ncst l ing hrndcd b) ,  M. I l .  Wr(crnan r t  l - rkc
L y r c  S o u t h .  S A  o n  2 l  A p r . r ) l J .  R c c o v e r c d .  h t c r  d i e d . r t
Brunchi l ly  Stat ion.  ncar Tennnor Crcek.  NT in June 90.
I  2 0 3  k m  N .


