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SEABIRD ISLANDS No.208

Chaprnan Island, Great Barrier Reef, Queensland

Location: 12'-53'S, 143'36'E: 10 kilometrcs from
Cape D i rec t ion ,  Oueens land.

Status: Commonwcalth Lighthouse Reservc.

Description: Cay 0.5 ha; 100 m x 50 m: height 1.0
m.  Sh ing le  bank  and mangroves  2 . ,1  ha ;  300 m x
80 m;  hc igh t  1 .0  m.  A  low wooded is land o f  the
far northern Grcat Barrier Reef, consisting of a
srnnll inner coral recf with seaward (eastern)
shingle ridgcs and mitngroves, and a cay of shingle
and sand at the north-western end of the shingle
ridgc. An unmanned navigation l ight stands near
thc north-westcrn end of the reef. The cay is com-
poscd of coral sand and shingle and is sparsely
vegetated with sand-binding species lpomea pes-
caprae, Tribulus cistoides and Sesuvium por-
lLrlqcastrum, grass Lepturus repens, and a fcw
shrubs Sa/sr.r/ri kali. The coral shingle bank has
the succulent herb .Sesriviim portttlacost rum, ancJ
the adiacent mitngroves Rhizophora sty/osa and
Avicennia narina.

Landing: From a dinghy on to thc sand cay, from
:r vessel ancholccl at the north-westcrn cnd of the
reef. Local knowlcdgc is necessary for navigation
among the reefs of this area.

Ornithological History: In July 1936, J. A. Steers
mappcd the island'. D. R. Stoddartr visited in
Octobcr 1973 to also map the island, and to
record vcgctation and seabirds. J. Warhaml
landcd for three hours on 21 October 1958, and
recorded Eastcrn Rccf Egrets Egretto sacra and
Osprcys Pcnrllon lqlioetus tlcsting. Oueensland
National Palks and Wildlife Service ofl icers havc
ntadc scvcral recent visits: B. R. King for two
hours on 17 Decembcr 1979 (to map, check
vegetation and rccord seabirds); D. Rcinrcr for
onc hour on l8 Novcmtrer 1984 (to record sca-
birds): and F. Muir and J. Cornelius for one hour
on 25 Novcrnbcr 1987 (to recortl seabirds).
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Breeding Seabirds and Status

Sterna anaelhetus Bridled Tern Breeding in
December 1979 (200 adults and at lcast 50 ncsts),
November 1984 (not counted) and December
1987 (100+ nests. mostly with one egg). Nests are
solitary. and are scr.lpes in thc sirnd. wcll con
ccalccl undcr overhanging vegetation.

Sternu bergii Crested Tern Blcccling in
December 1979. with over 700 adults present in
two colonies. one of 150 and one of 100 nests, all
with l-2 eggs. and at least 1(X) runners. Nests are
scrapes in the sand placed closely together (about
{).4 m apart) in densc colonies. The sand between
the ncsts is covcrcd u'ith guano. Chicks tbrrn
creches on the beach attended by adults.
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o Chapman Islancl from the air (looking north).

Corel la r5(2)

Anous minutus Black Noddy Breeds and roosts
in a large colony in the mangroves. In December
1979 and Novcmber 1984, the numbers of ncsts
werc estimated at over 3 000. Numbers have not
bcen assessed further. The ncst is a small platform
mainly of mangrove lcaves, cemented to a branch
wi th  guano.

Factors Affecting Status

The island is an anchorage for f ishing vessels
and is visited occasionally by l ight maintenance
crews rcsulting in some disturbance to seabirds.

Other Seabirds Recorded

Latus ,nra?hollen.lnt, Silver Gull
St?nn sunutrana Bhck,naped Tern
Anous lolidLts Conlmon Nodciv

Banding

Ni l .
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