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LITERATURE REVIEW

Compiled by D. Purchase.
' l -h is 

sccr ion is  coDrpi led f rom journals * t ich.rrc ofrcn nL) l
avaihblc to non professl1mal orni lhologisrs in Austra l i t | .  The
fol l l )wing cr i lcr  i r  i r fc  uscd 1| '  sc lect  papers ior  rc\ , iew:

. l 'hcy rc late 1o spccics which occur in Austra l ix  and i ts
Tcrr l l (Jr ie\ :

.  Thcv providc delLr i ls  of  rechniqucs xnd cquipment thal  may
bc of  usc in Austra l i r i

.  They providc detai ls  of  studie\  lbal  may be of  Sene.al
in lcrcsl  to Aust l i t l i i tn  orni thologists.

Journals perused: ;lrrk 10?(2 lnd 3)t N. , rrrcr. Bitd Btnd?r
ls(  I  rndl) :  Noto ' , is  3 '7(2) .  orn.  Bcob.87(1):Omis ] :cnnica
6112):  l l i lsrn /n l l  102(2 and 3) .

PAPERS OF GENERAL INTEREST

A conrparison of radar obscrvations of bird migration at
HaiThou Bay,  China,  and Guam, Mar ianas.  Wi l l ians.  T.  and
Mlo.  Y.  (  199( l ) .  Ar l  10?:  .10, l - -106.  (Simul taDe ous radar
studrcs wcrc n l ldc r t  the two s i lcs dur ing Scprcmbcr and
Oct l )bcr  1933. )

Seasonal distribution of the Azure Gallitrrltle (Porphyrula
favirosrrrt, with comments on vagrancy in rails and gallinules.

Rcmscn. J.  V and Prrkcr .  T.  A.  (1990).  Wi lson Bul l .  102:
.130 399.  (Thc di \persal  capabi l i t ics of  many r t r i ls  and gal
l inulcs.  i lnd the evolur ionarv rcasonr for  thcsc.  arc d iscussed.)

Extrapair fertilizations and the evolution of colonial breeding
in Purplc Mart ins.  Morton.  E.  S. .  Forman. L.  and Brt 'un.  M.
(1990).  / r l  107:  275-281. ( ' l 'he l indings support  the
hvpolhc\ is  lhal  colonia l  brccdi  g evolvcd in Purple Murt ins
lo incrc.rsc theolportuni l )  forcxtrap.r i r  fer i i l izr r ionsand rhus
incrcrscd lccundi tv in o ldcr  ( rDd Drorc cxpcr icnced) Inales.)

Effects of foresl irrigation on long-term trends in brceding-bird
communit ies-  Rol l f inkc.  B.  I j .  Yahncr.  R.  H.  rnd Wakeley.
J.  S.  (1e90).  wi ly t t t  Bul l .  102:261 2 '78.  ( l r r ig l t l ln  causcd
sPccrcs divers i ty  and c\ ]cnncss ro dccl inc.)

SonS features bi rds use to ident i fy  indiv iduals.  Wcary.  D.  M..
N o r r i \ .  K .  J .  r n d  F r l l s .  B .  ( 1 9 9 0 ) .  , 1 r l  1 0 7 : 6 2 3  6 2 5 .  ( T h e
rcsul t \  dcnronslra le lvhich ncousl ic  lcaturcs arc sui t rb le for
rndiv i r lur l  rccogni t im. and show that  a l l  the soogs in a b i rd 's
rcfcr to i rc shlre d ist inct ivc qur l i l ics.  )

A review of  b i rd deaths on barbed-wire fences.  Al len,  Ci .  T.
rncl  Ri ,nr i rcz.  P.  (1990).  l , t  '1sor l i ! r .  102:  551 558.  (Scventy
r n L ' i , L  r l \  i n \ , ' l \ i n !  l . {  \ p L ( i ! '  f r ' , n r  r : r r ' i u .  '  " u r r r r r \  i r r r
rcvreNcd. \o inc idcn(\  l ro ln Ausrral ia are includcd.)

AUSTRALIAN SPECIF,S

Promiscuity in the Cattlc Egret (Bubulcus i6i9. McKilligan, N.
( ; .  (1990).  nr lA l07r 331-3+l .  (Anonl t  19 pairs of  indiv idual ly
nr l rkcd Catt lc  [ . .grcts . .  ]  in  l0 succcssful  copulat ioos wcrc
c x r r i l p i u l . )

Corel la 15(3)

Remex growth and body mass of Mallards during moult.
Panck.  M. and I ' rzcr iys law. M. (1990). ,4 l l t  107i  255 159.  ( l r
is  concludcd thr t  dccrc lsc in body mass is  rnrc l i r tod lo feathel
synthcsis bul  r i i thcr  a rcsul t  of  constra ints on foraging t ime.)

Foraging behavior, reproductive success, and colonial nesting
in Osprcys.  Hagan, J.  M. aDd Wrl tcrs.  J.  R.  ( l99l l ) .  , ,1 ' lk  107:
50G521. (Seveml hvpothcscs i rbou( thc cvolu l ion oI  col( ) l r i i t l
nesl i  g wcrc lcs lcd.  )

tns€ct hawking by a Pcregrine Falcon (Falco pere&rinus) fi Fiji.
Wbi lc .  C.  M. . rnd Br imm. D. J.  (1990).  Nok)rx i r  17:  l , l l  1 .15.
(Calching r i rbornc locusts l lushcd by a grrss l i fc . )

First record of the Pectoral Sandpiper in Fiji. Beckon. W. N.
(1991)) .  N(, / . r r ! i r  37:  106.  (Onc photographcd io In id
Novcmbcr l9ut i . )

Variation in size and shape in pigeons, Columba livia.
Jdrnston.  R.  F.  (1990).  lv i lson 1Jr11.  102:  213-225. (A com
p:rra l ive study of  domest ic and fcral  Rock Dovcs.)

Nistkastengemeinschaft von Schleiereule Tyto alba und Falco
t innunculus.  Minder,  H.  (1990).  Orr .  Bdob. 87:  154.  In
( ;ermi lo. l  (Baf i l  Owl and Comm(rr  Kestre l  brccding in lhc

Sex and age dimorphism in thc Barn Owl and a test of mate
choice.  Mar l i .  C.  D.  (1990).  Auk l01t  246 254.  ( l -owcr wing
loading could contr ibule t ( )  nx)rc ef l ic ienl  foraging by nl i l lcs.
No cvidcncc wrs lbund 1o support  the b_vpoihcsis !hal  fcnl  lcs
choosc snal l  l l ln lcs as matcs.)

Variation in osmorcSulatory parameters of captive and wild
House Sparrows (Passer domesticus). Coldslcin. D. L. aDd
Zrhcdi ,  A.  ( l ( .x . ) ( ) ) .  .1&( 107:5l l  5 lU.  (Thc rcgul  t ion of
plaslna oslnola l i t ) ' .  (P, , , , , , ) .  hem. ' tocr i t  (HC' f )  and ur inc
osnml.r l i ty  aod sodium conccnlrat io wa\ cxxninod.)

Phcnotypes of juvenilc offspring of a mixed pair consisting of
a male House Sparrow and a Itmale Tree Sparrow Passe. spp.
( i r rdcro.  P.  J.  (1990).  O/7r ' r  Fcnt l i (a 611 52 56.  (Morpho-
logical  descr ipt ions of  l0 b i rds.)

Density effects on asynchronus hatchin8 and brood reduction
in European Star l ings.  Stouf l i r .  P.  C.  i lnd Powcr,  I I .  W.
(199( l ) .  ,a"k 107:  159-366. ( I t  \ \ ,as dcnl(nrs l ra led thal
asynchrony i lnposes n cost  in thc lofm of  incfcased nor l r l i ly
ot  las l  halchcd ocsr l ings.)

Inrraspecific brood parasitism in the European Starlitlg.
Ronragnaro.  t - . .  Hof fcnhcrg.  A.  S.  aod Poucr.  lJ  W (199( l ) .
Wi lson Bul l .  lo2:2 '79 291.  (Pirasi lcs.  b i rds lbal  la id cggs in
thc ncsls of  othcr  b i rds wi lh no subscqucnl  care of  cggs or
of fspr ing.  wcrc adopt ine i l  rcproduct ivc stratcgy thet  was bct
lcr  than lota l  rcproducl ivc fa i lurc.)

Differences in taste preference b€tween Red-winged Blackbirds
and European Star l ings.  Espai l lat .  J .  E.  and Mason. J.  R.
(1990).  Wi lso,  Bul l .  102,292-299. ( l l  is  spcculalcd thr l  onc
nrcchanism for  intcF and intra-sfcci6c di f fcrcnccs in food
sclccl ior  may bc di f fcrcnccs in lastc \cnsi1 iv i1y.)
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TECHNIQUES AND ANAI-YSt is

A rrooparamctr ic  a id io ident i l inS sex of  cr ,v-pt ical ly  d imorphic
b i r d s .  S c h l i n g c r .  l ] .  , \ .  r n d  A d l c r .  ( ; .  I L  ( 1 9 9 0 ) . ' , 4 ' i l r n  l l u l l .
102:  i .15 55(1.  ( i ) i \cr inr in lnt  l i rnct ion rrnalvscs rre f rcqucnt l !
usr t l  to scr  l r i rds l rom ! \ ternr l  nofphorrrct f ic  char l lc ters.  An
:r l rcrn l l i \c  ! re lh(x l  (  Lr l t ip lc  logi \ l ic  fcgre\s ion) i \  prcscnlcd
l( ) r  s . \ i r !  l ) i rd\  h lser l  Lrpon \u i lcs of  r r loq)hontc l r ic  lnd
r i i rc !of  icr l  l ) lumrgc chur i tc ler is t ic \ .  )

lhe AfrNlO Hi- l -o:  d( ,ublc hcight  mist  net  ut i l iz ing a pivoted
p a r a l l c b g r a m  s u p p o r t  s y s t e n .  I I c \ c l 1 o .  K .  I r .  ( 1 9 9 0 ) .  N .
. lnt . t .  I l ik l  l lunt lo l5:  1)  16.  (An i l lgcnious \y\ tcnr  which
r l l ( \ \ \  1*o l r r r \  to hc use( l  onr on lop ol  thc o lhcr .  bu1 l t  the
\rnrc r inrc i t l lo \ \ in!  the rof  c l  lo h.  quic l ly  lo l lc fed lor
r . l n o ! r l  ( ) l  h i l ( l s  ' \  u \ r 1 I l  l r l l u r c  i \  t h i r r  u s  l h c  k ) |  r r c l  r s
l { \ ! . r r ( l  i t  i \  r 'Lr t r )ml l i r i t l l }  rcphcct l  b\  thc l )o l lo 'n nc1.
l h r r r l r \  r  r l n l i r l n i r !  c r l ( h r n g  p o ( e n l i i r l .  )

Hor izont : r l  mist  ncl  lbrcaptur ing upland nest ing ducks.  Brrcon.
I l .  R i ln ' l  I lvrr r ( i .  i  O (199( l )  N . , \Dr: t .  Bik l  Butkt t ' ,  15:
lS l r l  ( - l \o pt l \on\  r l lpr( ) l tch lhc nc\ l  \ \ 'h i lc  hol i t ing a ocl  in
r  l ) o r i / ( ) n l a l  f l a n c  h c r \ c . n  r ! \ o  l c n g t h s  o 1  c o n d u i t  )

lmprovemcnt in bal-chi t r i  t rap.  I t l  kcmi l l r .  J  A.  (1990).  N.
\Dt( t  t l i t r l  l tu l t t  l5 i  l6  lRcl) r inr td n.( )m Ir (  [ \ " r r  l ] ( l )
l ! )s()  I  { l  h(  nr I rn nronol lL,rntcnr u\cd lor  t r r r tk lng thc nooscs
i \  \ ) r k . d  i n  l ) l u . l  I u l ' n c  r t \ c . )

lwo c l inbing aids uscful  in \ r i ld l i fe research.  Segirrak.  J.  1 '
( l r )9( l )  \ '  .1, !?.  IJ i r l  I lu , t l ' : : t  l5r  l l  ( l ) rscusscs l$o de!rcc\
l i ) f  c l i n r h i n g  l r r . \ :  . r  s n r a l l  p ( r f t l b l c  \ h n d  u s c d  b !  d c c f
h r n l e r \ l  r n d  r r n  r r s c c n i l c r  L r \ c ( l  b \  r o c k  c h m l r c r s  )

Palagia l  tag causes White Pel ican dealh.  ( 'huf 'nan.  B.  R.  r 'n( l
(h i l fnr i l l ) .  S S ( l9 i lo)  \  ,At t ] l t  l lnd &/ , r (1. /  l5:  17.  ( ' l -hc

fc l ic ln s h i lL hr( t  bec()  c crughl  undcf  thc l i tg lnc lhcld l i r rn l r '
lo  lhc \ \ . in t  Dcspi te \ rgns ol  |  ( lc \ lcr l t tc  \ t fuggle the bi rd had
b r ( n  u n r b l r  t o  l r c c  i t \  h i l l  i t n ( l  c v c n t r r l l !  d i e d  )

BOOK REVIEW

Ausiral ian Waterbirds A Field Ouide. R. King\iorLl.  1991.
Kung : r roo  I ' ] r c \ \ .  l : s  p l .  EE  co loL r r  f l a t cs .  l 1 { ) x l 3 l  I nm.
pu i r c r l ) r ( k .  r q )  $1J .95 .  l os t i r l c  S l  50  $ i t h i n  Aus t l l l l i r .

' I h i s l l x r khns r rnco rc rn l l  
a i n r  anc l  se "e ra l  \ pec i t i c  i r i r r r s  l 1s

o\err l l  Ninr  i \  t ( i  nrrkc $r tcr l ' i tu ls  rccc\s ib lc to cvcr !onc.  I ts
\peci l ic  i r i r r r {  i r re ,L\  lo l lo\ \ .  I r iAt l \  i1  isr  suidc to iL lcnt i i r ing
$ . ' r ,  r . r ' .  l .  I  l  ' .  l l  . . L .  t \ . i ' . : ' r (
l  i rngcd ac0r( l r r !  l ( )  l l ) f i r  b i l t r r t l l  (knd sufroun( l in8 swr lnp\
thr()ugh r( )  ( iecp \ \ l rcr  )  I  i I r  f ( ) r  'ure th is l r r rmgemcnl  w() fks
l i ) .  l re bul  I  lnr  u\cd (pcrhr ip\  loo u\cd) rc sccing walcf t i l ' ( ls
nl ] rng.( l  l l txonomicr l l r .  lh is  r r r rngelncnl  of  spccics b l ,
h i rh i t r rs woul( l I ) rohrbly \ \1r fk \ \c l l  for  prrc l icr l  b i f ( lwl tchc$.
c\ l )cc i r l lv  l ( r r  l rcot) ic  rew rr)  h i r ( t  walchi l lg  1or \ \ho|r  thc book
\ \ i r \  \ \ ' n r t r n  ( |  l 0 )  I . l n ( l  I  i l n l l l l i n .  D r  K i n g \ l i ) r d .  w o u l d  b e
i | l r c r c \ r r ( l  i n  h c a r i n s  o p i n i o n :  ( , n  h o w  l v c l l  l h e  o r d c r i n g  o l
\p.crc\  l , \  l r r i r t r t \  \or l \ .

I lnhi rnccLl  c( 'nscfv i r l i (Jn ol  wr(erbr( ls  rs lhc scc()nd Purpo\c
ol  1be book.  l  hc conrnruni t !  gcner i r i l !  i rcctp ls th l t  conscrv i l
t io  o i  \ \ 'c lhnds is  desirable.  bul  lcw \ !c l land\  i r rc dedicatc( l

f ( ) r  n;r t r r rc conscr! , r t ion.  rLt  le: t t t  in  New Soulh W:l lcs t lo\ r

e!cr .  l rc t lan( l  rnd \ r r l r r l ) i rd conscrrr t ion or l t \ idc P,rrks r rnLl

rcscnes is  inrp|oving rs sc i Icrcrr \ f  ot r r  knowlcdgc ol  \ \ethnd

ccokrgl .  rnd stcT crrn l r l r l l t ln ! l  lh t  cnors ( ' l  thc p l ts l .

' Ihc 
th i rd l l im ol  the l ) ( rok is  ro f r ( ) ! idc in l l ) fmrr l ion i rboul

wl tcrbi r ( ls .  
_ l  

hc lcxt  pro! idcs in lcrc\ l ing.  r t l lhough rrcccs\rrn lv
br icf  rd mthcr v l r r i t ]h lc.  dctai ls . rh()L,r  crch sPcci ts.  Inn)rmrr
t ion about thc bl r ( ls  hrbi (a l \ .  ( l i f ls .  s izcr ' .  ( l is l r ihLr l i ( )ns. l r rccd

ing scrsons.  scxual  d i l fc tcncrs i I r  l lunr i rqe\ .  nc\ l rng pal lern\

r n d  t a r e n t i t l  f r r .  r r t  p r ( x i d c d  a s  ( l i r r s r r m s  ( d r a l v n  b \

J I ' ( r1cr)  rnd short  p i tces ol  tcxr  in l .oxt \ .  I  l ikcd th is r rsfcc(

oi  the lnx)k s 1 l ty(rur  i  nrensel) .  rn( l  tound i {  convcr"cd thc

in l i ) rnrat ion c lcrr l \  Ol  coursc.  thcrc crn bc on! !  { )  nrrr r \

l r1)xcs of  fo\s ih lc d ic l r r r )  i teInt .  \ ( i  th is ( l ispl : r . -  mcrhod fc\u l ts

in s(rnre lo\s o l  r lc l i t l l  r tbout  f (xx i  hr tb i t \  I Io! |c !cr .  I  th ink
b r ( ) i l ( 1 .  1 1 r t h c r  l h a n  ( l c i r i l c i l .  d i e l i t l \  i n l o f n r a l i o n  i \  l u { t i l i c d  i n

I  i ) ( i ( )k ( ) l  th ls lvPc

' I -hc 
l i ) r11h ai ln o l  Ausrul i rn Wrrcr l ) i rds ; \  I r ic ld ( iu idc '

rs cr I rcsscd in i rs  At)pcndi \  IV t r ) l i l lcd *Plr t r ts  1o scc Wl ler
t ) i rds in Au\ t r i r t i l  .  t 'he book is  r .or th bu\ inq lor  rh i \  l is t  o l

s( ! r ( l  $ ' r lcrb i r ( l  $ i r lchi r rg p la.e\  Ihc l isr  conl i r in\  $ 'c l l r tnd\
(h i t l  r fc  crrs i l !  rccc\ \ ib lc und lhosc lh i l l  r r r r  not .  i r r rd ! re lhnds

{hir t  h i t \ !  fcLr t ivc ly lo\ \ ' Iunrbcrs o l  \ l (crb i fds lnd lhosc lh i l r
hrve lnLrn!  I  srrspc, : t  acccssib lc wcl lL inds $i lh cor l r r r r r t jvc l - ' -
fcw wrrcrbi r ( l \  $ 'e 'c  inf ludc(1.  $hcrcas inacccssib lc t rct lant is
\ \ ' i th  rc lut iVcl)  lc \ \ '  r r lcrb i rds wcfc onr i t lcd.  lh1\  rs r rccePt

ablc.  o lhcf \ \ ' isr  lhc l is l  o l  0hccs to scc Nlrcrbi fds in Auslra l i i r
r lou1( l  o!crwht l r r  lhc b(r)k.

'Ausr.a l i rn Wrtcr  b i r ( ls  A I ' rc ld ( iu idc contarns c) icc l lcol
pho(ographs.  l \ { rny ol  lhcsc i r rc b i  W. L l r lcr .  \ \ 'ho\c wcl l i tnd
and \ \ ' r lcr t r i rd pholographs sc1 l  s tarrd rd.  1 nrust  a ln)  d ' ' i 'w
at lcnl ion n)  thc book s Af lcndi fe\  l l  rn( l  l l l  $ 'h ich r fsPectr lc l \
l i s l  A u s t r l l i a l r  o f n i l h o l o g i c i t l  \ o c i c t i c s  r i n d  r c l e v i r n t  l o r r n r r l s
' fhcsc 

lwo eppcndiccs rr ld lo lhr  uscful r ress (r f  ihc book.

t  hr \c s()r ) rc rn inor cr i t ic isrr rs of  thc ho()k.  l 'hcrc l t rc  sonrc

spcl l ing cr ' rors in lhc phce rr l lnres.  e. ! . .  - l r \s \ r ick on p.  l1)s

B o r h  ( i r f !  1 c i , l  , , n ( l  P i n k - e r i r c d  D u c k  h , t v e  b i p a t e n t a l  h t o t r i
curc.  not  femalc onh l r \  \ho*1.  Rivcr  fc lu l l l ion (P.  i i )  is  onl l
occusionr l ly  un( icr lakcn ior  l lood mi l igal ion.  Flo(J( t  mi l ig l t ion

is usuiL l l l  thc s la lcd i l ior  o l  \ \ 'c t l i rnd Ll . r i i  uge.  rvhich in i ts t l l
dest f t ) rs wcl lan( ls.

Thc book is  cxccl lcnt  r l luc.  i r  d I l l )  dc\er \cs con! ]a lu l i t lx t ts

rund thanks Iof  suh\ id iz ing i l  I I  col rc lLr \ ion.  buv Au\ l r l l ian
W r ( c r b i r d s  A  I i i e l d  ( ; u i d c  l  d r d  ( u n l o , l u n r t c l r -  b r l ( ' r c  I
wrrs o i fcred a hcc rcvi$r  lopv) Uul  r t  i l i l l  ( )5 ( t tus |o\ t rgc) .
I  i rm nol  colnphining.

S V. Briggs
Kaleen, ACT


