
A TRIP TO TOLLGATES. 
:

Eric Wheeler, Sydney.

Fo: r r  banders were for tunate enough to  v is l t  the Tol rqateIs lands,  a  faunal  reserve at  the ent r ince to  S i iem;n ' ; -E; ; - " .
the south coast  o f  New South WaLes on Januaiy- fe_)Ol  fS63]

-  Ihe banders,  B i I I  Lane,  Harry  Bat tam,  Ray Lonnon andmysel f  were taken out  to  the is la i rd  by peter  ,qmour ,  
- i i ,e  - iocaL

F i she r i es  I nspec to r  and  a r r i ved  t he re ' a t  6 -a .m . -  W"  i o "n - [ " aour  f i rs t  in t rodr- rc t ion to  the b i rds on the i i t ind, ' - *1 . , ; ; " * ; -
found that  the cave in  which we were s towing ;G-6e; ; - ; "n ia in_

:io'l"''li'f,Ji:";: :;"fiilii"lii::5 8il$'i:.15t#i:*##i,
mar.Ln+) in the sandy f loor, occupied uy neslf ind:iF#Effi=pxompt ty  banded and returned to  the se iur r ty  or - inJ i i - t -ur ior . .

We  nex t  se t  ou t  t o ^c l imb  ! o  l he  t op  o f  t hs  i s l and ,because i t  is  on the r50 feet  h igh prat 'eau that  the mJi t  su i t -ab l e  a reas  f o r  b i r d  s t udy  a re  t o -be ' f ound ;  even  i i i ouq [ - * " - [ ua
beon adv ised o{  the eastest  route io  the io i  i i  . ,1 ' i - i f i i i  " 's t renuou.c ,  c l imb.  The top of  the rsrand i .s  lovered-wi i [ -se ie .urpa t ches  o f  qu i t e  d i f f e reh t  vege ta t i on  and  i t  * " i - f oun i " t [ i i ' t no
areas covered wi th  p ig- face were the eas iest  to  tnv" i t ig ; ie ,

The.  ground is  r idd led wi th  b i rd  burrows so i t  wasnr t  longbt fore.  t  h .e . .  three spec l -es nest ing there were unear thed.  These
y : t 9 "  ! h "  Wh i t e - f dced .  S to rm  pe t re l s ,  Sho r t _ t  , i  I  ed  Shca rwa te r i
t P u { I  1 n y g "  t e n u J 1 9 s t f l s ) ,  a n d  W e d g e - t a i l e d  S h e a r w a t e r s  ( p . o a c i f _
c u s / ,  l 5 t o r m  p e t r e l s . t a r  o u t n u m b e r e d  t h e  o t h e r s ,  a t  I  e E J T - f rt h e  a r e a . o f  p i g - f a c e .  )  N o  S t o r m  p e t r e l  e g g s  w e r e  f o u n d  b u i
_t l : ,1" : tJ i rgs ranged. wldely . i !  age f  rom nei l iy  r , i t l r . , "a-on". l '
s , c r r i  u e r n g  b r o o d e d  b y . a n  a d u l t  b i r d ,  t o  l a r g e  f u l l y  f e a t h e r e d
ygung,appr ren tJy  a lmost  ready  to  Ieave the  b , j r rowi . '  a ; ; " ; icne  aour r  snearwater .s  were  aLone in  the i r  bur rows wh i le  o therswero  brooc l j .ng  eggs  or  smal " l  young.

Most  < . r  f  the  day  was spent  on  top  o f  the  is -Land bu t  la te rr  r .  w . rS  oe( : lded [o  exper iment  w i th  mls t  ne ts  on  the  ]ower  par r
ru l  Lnr  dar l t .  and  i t  tu rned ou t  to  be  a  very .  in teee i t ing- " " ! " inq .
T w .  n r i s t  r l e t s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  j u s t  b e h i n d  "  i n " t { e i " J  b ; ; " h ' ; ; -
t h e  . l  e e  o f  L h o  h i . I 1 ,  a n d  a  s t o r r n  l a n t e r n  w a s  p l a i e d  i n - i . " n tr ) l  lhem.  We in te res ted  ourse l .ves  watch ing  th ;  "a ; ;q ; in 'p3 f3a" , ,
f . r  a  w h l I e ,  b . t  a b o u t . S  p . m .  i h e  f i r s i  S 6 e a r w a t l r s ' ; ; A  S t ; ; , "P c L r e l s  s t a r t e d  t o  a r r i v e ' a n d  m a n y  w e r e  a t t r a l t " ;  [ y - l [ " - i ; ; _
te rn  and f  . l .ocked around i t .  I t  w isnr t - long  be fore  6 t . . ,  

- - "

l : r l : ] ;  y : I : -b: i lg  causht  in the nets and 6the.s weie-pickea upr y  l a n g . i r r e r  b e l n g  s o  a t t r a c t e d  h y  t h e  l a n t r : r n  t h a t  t h e y  l a n d _e d  b e s i d e . i t .  H a r r y  B a t t a m  w a s  a  6 i . t  c o n c e r n p , 1  o v e r  t h e '  
- -

p o s s l b r e  d a m a g e  t o  h i s  n e t s  b y  s h e a r w a t e r s ,  b u t  a f t e r  . i t c h i n q



severa l  we were  p leased to  f ind  tha t  they  were  qu i te  doc i le
a n d  e a s i l y  h a n d l e d ,  

i
Ray  Lonnon was s t i l I ,  ab le  to  s tudy  the  Storm Pet re ls

after he had bedded down for the night - they apparently de-
c lded tha t  he  was a  we lcome add i t ion  to  the  landscape and as
each b l rd  j -n  the  area  emerged f ro rn  i t s  bur row i t  wa lked a long
Rayrs  body  and faunched i t se l f  in to  f l igh t  f rom h is  head,  Ray
r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h i s  S t o r m  P e t r e l  a c t i v i t y  c e a s e d  a b o u t  1 a . m .

We awoke a t  4 .15  a . !n ,  on  Sunday,  jus t  as  the  las t  Shear -
waters  were  leav ing  the  is land.  The gear  vJas  soon packed and
i t  d idn t t  : ;eem ]ong be fore  Peter  Anour  a r r i ved  ln  h is  boat  to
p ick  us  up .  On the  t r ip  back  to  Batemanrs  Bay  we compared
notes  and found tha t  22 I  b i rds  had been banded by  the  par ty .

The to ta l  was made up as fo l lows:

Whl te- faced Storm Pet re l  189
Shor t - ta i led  Shearwatex  26
Wedge- ta i led  Shearwater  6

, BIRD-BANDII'IG IN TOOLOOI SCRUB, NORIIIERN N.S.W.

A.Y.Nor r ls ,  Gospor t .  Eng land.

During the period 5th to ]4th December, 1962, John Disney,
the  Cura tor  o f  B i rds  a t  the  Aus t ra l ian  Muserxn ,  Sydney,  and I
were engaged in a study of blrds of the Tooloom Scrub. Our
p lan  o f  work  was main ly  concerned w i th  observa t ions  o f  the  con-
s lderab le  av i fauna o f  th is  a rea  bu t  l im l ted  band ing  was env is -
aged and as  fa r  as  poss ib le  comple ted ;  mis t -ne t t ing  and con-
sequent  band ing  was a t tempted on  th ree  days .  In  add i t ion ,
some b l rds  were  caught  in  ba t  ne ts ,  wh i le  two Buf f -b reas ted
Pi t tas  (P i t ta  vers ico lo r )  were  t rapped in  spr ing-door  t raps ,  ,

The area  compr ises  a  r idge some 20 mi les  long w i th  i t s
ax ls  runn ing  N,E,  to  S .W.  f rom the  Macpherson Ranges reg ion ;
the  he igh t  o f  th is  r ldge  averages  2 , I00  f t .  bu t  reaches  3 ,500
f t .  as  a  max lmum,  The vegeta t lon  on  the  s teep N.W.  s lope and.
the  lower  S .E.  s lope cons ls ts  o f  d ry  sc le rophy l l  wh i le  the
upper  and mldd le  a reas  o f  the  S.E.  s lope are  covered in  ra in
fo res t ,  Two days  o f  observa t ions  showed tha t  the  bes t  ne t t lng
areas  wou ld  occur  in  the  t rans i t ion  reg ion  a t  the  top  o f  the
r idge be tween the  sc le rophy l l  and ra ln  fo res t ,  Resu l ts  con-
f i r m e d  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n .
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