
iIEPORT OF SYDNEY MEETING

On Saturday ,  May 1 l  ,  1963,  a  Meet ing  was he ld  by  the
A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  M u s e u m ,  C o l  L e g e  $ t r e e t '  S y d n e y '
as  announced in  our  fas t  i ssue '  Over  f i f t y  peop le  were  pres
ent  r :o  see a  u : j  de  range o f  co lour  s l ides  dep ic t ing  l lu rnerous
types  o f  t raps  and t rapp ing  methods '  The s l ides  v rere  k ind ly
lo 'aned hv  Jack  Hcod and Warren  H i tchcock .  A  number  o f  t raps
! ' , 'e.re 3 l-s6 displayed.

Tr^ro f i lms were screened. The f lrst was a re-shovring of
th . - .  co lour  f  i lm r rMut ton  B i rds  o{  Bass  St ra i tn  and the  second,
e n i i t l e d  r r H i S h  o v e : :  t h e  B o r c i e r s " ,  w a s  a  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g
l : l a c k  a n d  w h l t e  f  : i l m  d e a l i n g  w l t h  m i g x a t i o n ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d
ba nd  i .  n9  in  Amer  i  c  a .

. ' \ t  the  conc lus ion  o f  these f i lms  Ron Mel lo r  sc reened
co lou i  f i lm taker r  l : y  h im showing some o f  the  h i rd  l l fe  in  the
Macquar ie  Marshcs ,  New South  l t la les '

Our  thanks  l r .  e ) .  te rc le l  to  F led  Hersey  f  o :  ; r rov id i -ng  and
o p e r a t i n q  t h e '  l : a r r n a  P a n e l ' s  p r o  j  e c t o l  a n d  t o  J a c k  D o y l e  , ' ' h o
a i r a n o e d - f o r  f h e  i o o n  o f  t h e  f i .  l n s .

. BJ.NDING R(JFOUS SONGLARKS

On Febrtiary 7, 1963, a Ruf ous Songlark's (9i.0919.I!gtrp,bg9,
mather rys i )  ne ; t  ' ; ras  {  ound in  some ver ) '  th lck  l rass  in  the .  p lay-
gro f i i l . -  There  were  th ree  f  unny  I  j  t t le  a l r los t  l r lack  ch icks  in
I t .  They  seemed to  be  about  two or  th ree  days  o ld .  We expec t -
o n e  o f  o u r  p a r e n t s  t o  c u t  t h e  g r a s s  t h e  n e x t  d a y '  s o  w e - n a r k e d
a n . r e a  r o u h d  t h e  n e s t  a n d  a s k e d  h i m  t o  l e a v e  i t .  H e  d i d  t h i s
fo r  us ,  We ' , va tched the  young b i rds  g rov i ing  and on  February  l3 th
we hetped Mi .ss  Doy le  band them wi th  band numbers  030-15226 '
-L5227 ' ,  -15228.  We not iced  tha t  they  were  th ree  d i f fe ren t  s izes ,
so  they  must  have ha tched on  th ree  d i f fe ren t  days .  The mother
b i rd  w is  a lways  about  watch ing  us  and ca l l ing  w i th  so f t  c l i ck -
inq  no tes  to  Lhe bab ies .  We not iced  tha t  the  fa ther  b i rd  was
no i  about  when we we: :e  there .  The mother  used to  come rv i th
food.  On the  lS th  we had our  Ias t  look  a t  them.  They  had
q r o w n  i n t o  f a t  s p e c k l y  n e s t l i n g s .  W e  d i d  n o t  t o u c h  t h e m  f o r
F e a r  t h e y  w o u l d  i e a v e  t h e  n e s t  t o o  s o o n .  T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  '
as  a l l  o r r r  fa thers  were  corn ing  fo r  a  work in3  bee to  c lean up
the  p layground,  we we:n t  to  look  a t  the  nes t  as  soon a !  we
a r r i ; e d .  

-  
T h e r e  w a s  n o  s i g n  c f  t h e  n e s t l i n g s '  i r u t  t h e  m o t h e r

w a s  a b o u t  w i t h  f o o d .  S h e  o f t e n  f l e w  i n r . o  t i r e  p a t c h  o f  g r a s s
round the  nes t  so  we guessed they  v rere  h idden there .  She is  ,
s t i l l ,  o n  t h e  2 0 t h ,  c a r r y i n g  f o o d  a n d  c a l l i n q '  b u t  w e c a n n o t
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l oca te  the  bab l rs .

A  spec ia l  raque l t  i s  mado to  a l l  banders  to  watch  ou t
for our young Sondlarks as we very much want to know where
i ; ; " - ; ;  i ; - t f l " - ; i ; ier  months.  ro 'date we have banded 10
adu i t -Rufous  Song larks  as  we l l  as  these th ree .

W t  : : h o u l d  a l s , r  l i k e  t o  r e c o r d  t h a t  o n  F e b r u a r y  l 8 '  1 9 6 3 '
wc  t rappod th rcc  Ea l i  Lern  Shr ike- t i t s  (@)
an. t  we ' rb  i . r t te rcs te< l  to  f lnd  one had been banded by  us  as  an
jau t t  as  long ago as  March  9 th ,  1960.  Th is  shows these b i rds
must  l i ve  fo i  some years  and s tay  about  the  same area ,  l l {e
havc  banded 7  Eas tern  Shr ike- t i t s  so  fa r .  We wear  g loves  to
hand l  e  them!

Andrew Doy le ,  Dav id  Dowl lng '  Geof f rey  B fay t  - -  -
Jun io r  Banders ,  

-  
Manoba la l  PubI ic  Schoo l ,  New South  Wales '

REVIEW
L2th .  Annt ra l  Repor t  o I  the  Band ing  Commi t tee

O l n i t h o l . o q i e  a l  S o c i e t y  o f  N e w  Z e a l a n d -  ( I n c . )  f o r  t h e  y e a r
end ing  31s t  March '  1962.

(Compi led  by  F .C.K lnsky ,  Band ing  Convener )

C o o i e s  o b l ; a . i  n a L r l e  f r o m  t h e  P u b l i c a t i o n s  O f f i c e r ,  O . S . . r y . 2 .- -  -  
F . o . B o x  4 5 ,  C l e v e d o n ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  a t  5 / - ( N . 2 . ) .

F i f t y  a c t i v e  N e w  Z e a l a n d  b a n d e r s  r i n g e d  a  t o t a l  . o f  2 2 , 9 7 3
b i l d s  o f  ? l  s p e c i e s .  S e a - b l r d s ,  a s  u s u a l ,  r e c e i v e d .  t h e - g r e a t -
es t  a t ten t ion .  The fo l low lng  spec ies  prov lded top  band ing
f iqures :  t loya l  A lba t ross  7?8,  Cape Pet re l  566,  Broad-b i l led
P r i o n  5 0 0 ,  F a i r y  P r i o n  I , M 7 ,  G r e a t - w i n g e d  P e t r e l  8 9 5 '  W h i t e -
faced Storm Pet ie l  95?,  D iv ing  Pet re l  728,  Aus t ra l ian  Gannet
6 9 3 ,  p o r n i n i c a n  G u l I  3 , 4 9 1  ,  S i l v e r  G u l I  3 ' 6 7 9 '  B I a c k - b i I l e d  G u l I
i ' o i z '  w h i - t e - f r o n t e d  r e r n  L , 8 2 6 ,  s o o t y  T e r n  1 , 0 0 0 '  s i r v e r e y e  5 6 2 '
G r e e n i i n c h  4 2 0 ,  L e s s e r  R e d  P o l l  8 3 4 ,  a n d  H o u s e  S p a r r o w  1 , I 3 3 ,

Recover i .es  o f  in te res t  inc lude a  RoyaI  A lba t ross  breed ing
on Camobe l l l s ]and where  banded as  a  b reed lng  adu l t  19  years
D r r . v i o u s l v .  A  B l  o c k - b r o w e d  A ] b a t r o s s  a n d  a  G i a n t  P e t r e I  b a n d -
L 'd  . . ' t f  New ZoeLand we. re  bo th  reLrapped on  Macquar ie  IsLand.
M()v€ ' lnc ln ts  o l  1 . ,300 and 500 mi les  were  recorded respec t ive ly  f  o r
Gr t ' y -ho . r t led  . rnd  Whi  te -capped A l .ba t rosses '  52  Cape Pet re ls
wt ' r  c  ro t r . tpp t :d  a  L  in te rv -a ls  o f  up  to  4  years  a f  te r  da te  o f
l r . r r rd inq  . i t  Tory  Ch. rnne. l -  What ing  Sta t lon .  Cape Pet re ls  banded
r  t .  : , r f . l  o f  l '  N tw Zea l .and were  a lso  re t rapped a t  South  Orkneys
( r  n i . r a s )  a n d  A d e L i e  L a n d  ( L  b i r d ) .  S e v e n  A u s t r a l i a n  G a n n e t s
werc  rocover -ed  in  Aus t ra l ia .  Movements  o f  up  to  450 mi les  were
recorded w i th  Swamp Har r ie rs .  As  to  be  expec ted ,  the  Gu l ls  -
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