
ALBA]ROSS BATIDING AT BELTAMBI - 1963

I  l ) . ( l  i b s o n ,  f h i r r o u l .  N , , S , , W .

T h r .  s t . ; r s , l r t  j r r ; l  c o n r p l , : t . r ' d  . r t .  t l e l l  a m b i  w a s  n o t  a n  . r
( ) r i t s t Jn ( l i ng  ( ) r ' l o  l i r r  t . l r r '  r l umbr ) r s  r . :  f  W. r r - rde r ing  A lba t rosg
(L )_ t -g4gd1 :_ : ' xu  l ; 11 r r )  h , rnd l t : r l "  r a the ' r  t o  t he  con t ra ry ,  onJ ,y  39
b r r d s  f  a  J  I  i  n g  t . L r  t h t '  n t ' t  r n  t h e  c o u r s { J  o f  o p e r a t i r r n s .  T h e
r r r  r s r ) n , .  f  . ' r  L t r  r .  d i s a p p . r l r r t i n g  L , ' t a l  r r l  t h r e e f o l d .  F i r s t I y ,
o u r  a r c l r  '  n ' . r n y  i h .  w , . , t l r . .  I  h . r g  r ( ' r v e d  u p  a  s e r  r e s  o f  r o u g h
a r r d  w i n t l y  w , , ' , k L . r r , 1 q  ( w r 1 i r  f r r r s t r a t i n g l y  b a l m y  p e r i o d s  m i d w e e k ) .
S r , c o n d l y ,  r ) p ( . r  r t  i O r t : ;  w r , r ( r  ' i u < l p ( , r ) ( l r r ( i  f r r r  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J u l y
r l r r r  i n t y  t h c  w r i t t , r r - . i  , r i r ' , , r , r r c L  . r n d  t h i r c l l y ,  t h e  a l b a t t o s s e s
S i n l l ) l y  w ( i l L '  I r o t .  t . l r c r t ,  t . ( )  b ( ,  i , ' i r l r q l l t .  D r s c o u n t i n g  o n e  i n v e s -
t . i g . r t . r r r y  , r r r i l  t : o n r p l l t . r . ' l y  , r b o r t i v t :  c r t i - i  s e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  J u n e ,
t l r c  f  i v r .  t , 1 { r \ c L i v i ,  t r i p r ,  i r r  A u g u r t  a r r d  S e p t e m b e r  y i e l d e d
L ( , t . d l g  o l  l ' . ] ,  ( , ,  B ,  I  , t r r d  I  a t t r J  i r r  r , ; r c h  c a s e  v i r t u a l l y  a l ]
o {  t h e  W a n d e r t ' r s  p r ( r s i . n t  . i r r  o u r  2 0  s q u a r e  m i l , e  h u n t i n g  a r e a
w r  r o  c a u g h t .  W ( ,  ( : . r t t t t o t .  o f  f r t t  a n  c x p l a n a t . i o n  f o r  t h i S  f a l l -
o l  f  ,  r r o r  ( . v ( ' n  . : t  r ( r . r s ( , n d b L { '  c o n . j c . c t r r r L : .  F o o d  ( c u t t } e f  i s h )  w a s
i r r  g o o d  s u p p l y .  s c a  w a t c r  t e m p e r a t u r e s  w e r e  n o r m a l .

I l o w l r v e r ,  s m a l L  t h o r i g h  t h e  n u m b e r s  w e r e ,  s o m e  w e r e  q u i t e
in te re ' s t i  r rg  an r l  l . h r r y  . r t  L  e t l ded  to  the  moun t ing  da ta  on  p lum-
a t ; , '  r l t ' v .  ,  ' , p r n ' ) r l l  ,  t c  F i f  t r . , r r  q 7 r r 1 o  1 '  l 1 s n c  F t  . m  n r o , , i n r r .

y r l  r r s  ( 384%.  , , r  be t  t n r  t h , r n  r  i , r  : )  wh i c f , " * ; . " ;  f  i ; ; ; " " i ' u -
d . i  c t . a b l r :  f  t o n t  t t t o  r , ' s ; t i l  i - s  o f  t h e  l a s t  f o u r  y e a r s ,  T w o  o f
t h r : s e  w e r e  . r l  s o  w o o r i n g  t J  . S , .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  b a n d s ,
h . r v i n c J  r t . c , ) i v c . l  t . h e ' s r  . r t  S o t r t h  C i t : o r g  j  a  a f t e r  b e l n g  o r i g i n a l l y
b . r n d e ( i  b y  u s  a t  l l e l .  l - a r n b i .  O n e  o f  t h r s e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  h a s
t l r l  f o  I  I  o w i n g  r e c o r , . l :  1 4 0 - 0 : 1 8 0 0 ,  b a n d e d  a t  t l e l  I a m b i  A u g u s t ,
l ( . ) 5 ( ) ;  r c t r . r p p c r l  ; r L  l j o u l . h  i . j r : o r g  l . l  l - ' r l b r u a r y ,  1 9 6 2 ;  t e t r a p p e d  a t
R r . l  l , r n r b i  A r r q t i r ;  t . ,  1 a 6 , 1 ;  r i - i  t l o .  A u g u s t .  1 9 6 3  a n d  r e b a n d e t ' t  w i . t h
n l L ,  r l , ' l  b , i t t ( l  l 4 ( )  -  ; l r . , O  3 3

t r  l i . , A . l l  P  r r r n i t l r r , t o g i . , t s  a f r )  o t  p r e s e n t  e n g a g e d  i n
I r , r r q t . l r y  I  i ( ] l ( l  p I ( ) q r , l 0 l n r .  ( ) n  ! M L a D S  a t  S o u t h  G e t - r r g i a  a n d
t ' , r t r  t t r t . l , , t t b t . , " c l l y  i , i p e r t  1 .  ,  s p u ' { !  p f  \  S , W  W a n d e r e i s  t o  b e
l ) ( , r  t . ( \ d  w l r t , r t  t . h c y  r e  L u r n  t o  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s o c . i e t y  j n  t h e
I  t r t . t i t r '  .

we
r e -

n e a r

S j  i z ( '  l r l  b a n d s  r r  f  m o n p ]  m e  t . a l  h a v e  a t  L a s t  b e c o m e  a v a i l -
a l r l l '  t r r r  u s ( .  ( ) n  t . h t :  W , : n d e r i n g  A l  b a t r o s s "  A l u m i n i u m  b a n d s
t t . r v t r  w o l  .  t h  i  r t  a t t , l  s ( )  f  t ( ' n e d  o v e r  , r  c ( ) m p a r a t i v e l y  f e w  y e a r s
. r r r d  t l r t ' y  c o r r l . i  , r l .  b n r ; t  b e  e x p e c L e . d  t ,  l a s t  o n l y  a  f r a c t i o n
o l  t - l t c  W , r n d c r e r ' s ;  p t , l c n i . i , r l  l i { t  .  T r r  f a c t ,  t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e
I  r . o n r  M , r l r b r r  o f  o n o  [ r t  r n q  ] o s t  s i n c c  1 9 6 0  ( w h e n  t h e  s u r v i v i n g
l r l r r , '  c r r l o t . / r  : :  i r r q  w . . r  s  . r t - t . . r c h o d )  .  T h e  m o n e l s  a r e  s c f t  e n o u g h
t , '  b e  r :  l . r r r ; e  d  w i t l r o t i l .  t . h c  a j d  o F  p l - i e r s ,  s h o u J d  h a r d e n  w i t h
. r q r , .  t r g  ( ' x t  f a n l e l - y  I o r " ] t l  w o a r i n g  a n d  o r r t i r e J " y  c o r r o s i o n  r e s i s t -
a n L -  t ) r r  r l  l - r . r l i r ' ,  w r ,  . r r l r l r : d  t h c  r l o r r r ,  l  b a n d s  a b t r v e  t l r e  a L u m i n i u m
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on th€  le f t  ta rsus ,  con8 ld€r ing  t t  J rnmat€ . t r ia l  whether  the  o ld
r lng  was removed or  no t .  However ,  on  re t rapp ing  a  b i rd  thus
t rea ted  th ree  weeks  l .a te r  the  upper  edge o f  the  a lumln ium
band was found to  have been pounded f la t  and spread ou t  in to
a  r a t h e r  s h a r p  e d g e  o n  e a c h  s i d e  t h r o u g h  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e
h a r d e r  m o n e l  a b o v e .  A l s o ,  e l e c t r o l y t l c  c o r r o s i o n  h a d  a l r e a d y
cornmenced to  a t tack  the  edges o f  the  a lumin ium.  Th is  was an
unexpected  and d is tu rb ing  d iscovery  though I  be l ieve  tha t  the
ample  c learance and f ree  movement  on  the  ta rsus  toqether  w i th
the  so f t  na ture  o f  the  meta l  wou ld  make leg  damage 

-  
e  x t r  emely

u n l  i k e l y .  O b v i o u s l y ,  h o w e v e r , ,  t h e  o l d  b a n d s  s h o u l d  b e  r e m o v e d .
Inc ide ; ia l Iy ,  no  such sharp  ed( tes  deve lop  when two a lumin ium
b a n d s  a r e  u s e d  t o g e t h e r  o n  e x u . l . a n s .

-  -  l r e e d i n g  i s l a n d  r e c o v e r i e s  t o  d a t e  h a v e  l a r g e l y  e s t a b -
l i s h e d  o n e  o f  t h e  p r l n c l p a l  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m m a  -  w h e r e
does the  N"S,W.  w in te r  popu la t lon  come f rom.  Returns  f rom
S o u t h  G e o r g i a ,  M a r i o n  I s l a n d  a n d  K e r g u e l e n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e
w i d e  - v a r i a t i o n  i n  p h y s i c a l  s i z e ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  b r e e d i n g  p o p -
u . l .a t ions  f rom a l l  the  a lba t ross  is lands  are  probab l_y  r5p te len t -
ed .  Answers  ye t  to  come inc lude longev i ty  records ,  rou tes
t rave l  led ,  degree o f  dependence on  west  w ind  dr i f t  and  a  hos !
o f  o t h e r s "  B a n d e r s  s h o u l d  a l s o  m a k e  t h e  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  o D D o r -
t u n i t i e s  t o  t e c o r d  f a c e t s  o f  l n d i v i d u a l  b e h a v i o u r ,  i n t e r l p e c -
l f i c  re la t ionsh ips  and fami ly  assoc la t ions  to  name but  a  ?ew.

P o s t s q r i p t  t o  M a l  a b a r ,  1 9 6 3 . An account  o f  the  a lba t ross  band-
lng  season a t  Ma labar  fo r  1963,

to  the  end o f  August ,  has  a l ready  appeared in  our  September
i s s u e .

T h e  f i n a l  o u t i n g  f o r  t h e  s e a s o n  a t  M a l a b a r  o n  1 4 . 9 . 6 3
y ie lded a  fu r ther  15  Wander ing  A lba t rosses  banded and two re -
t rapped.  One o f  these 140-02103,  had been banded a t  Be l tambi
in  1958,  and the  o the t ,  140-26215,  a t  Ma labar  four  weeks  ear l ie r
( e . 8 . 6 3 ) .

:st 9m,.
A USEFUL HOLDING BAG

' ' i . G , L " n " ,  
L a n e  C o v e ,  N .  S .  W .

,  .  Numerous  types  o f  ho ld lng  bags  or  cages  have been used
f o r  b a n d i n g  p u r p o s e s ,  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  a r e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e i r
o r i g l n a l  p u r p o s e  b u t  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  b e s t  a n s w e r  f o r
m o b i l  e  m i s t - n e t t i n g  o p e r a t l o n s .

The  fo l l ow lng  de  ta  i I
c o n s t r u c t  a  u s n f u l  h o l  d i n g

B a n d e r

l s  i n t e n d e d  t o  a s s i s t  b a n d e r s  t o
n b a g "  ( F i g . 1 ) .  T h e  d e s l g n  i s  n o t

I73
December 1963T h e  B t r d


