ALBATROSS BANDING AT BELLAMBI - 1963
J.3.Gibson, Thirroul. N.S.W.

The season just comploted at Bellambi was not an T
ottstanding one for the numbers of Wandering Albatross
(Diomedia vxulans) handled. tather to Lihe contrary, only 39
birds falling to the net 1n the course of operations. The
reasons for thie disappointing total are threefold. Firstly,
our arch cnemy the weather has scrved up a series of rough
and windy weokends (with frustratingly balmy periods mldweek)
Secondly, operations were suspended for the month of July
diring the writev's abscence, and thizdly, the albatrosses
simply wore not thore to be caught, Discounting one inves-
tigatory and complotely abortive crulse at the end of June,
the five offeclive tripy in August and September yielded
totals of 23, ¢, 8, 1 and | and in cach case virtually all
of the Wanderers present in our 20 square mile hunting area
wite caught.,  We cannot offeor an explanation for this fall-
otf, noy cven a reasonable conjecture.  Food (cuttlefish) was
in good supply, sca water temperatures wexre normal.

Howover, small though the numbers were, some were quite
interesting and they all added to the mounting data on plum-
age development cte. Fifleon were retraps from previous
years (384%. or better than 1 in 3) which was a figure pre-
diclable from the resilts of the last four years. Two of
these were also wearing U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service bands,
having teceived these at South Georgia after being originally
b.anded by us at Bellambi. One of these, for instance, has
the following record: 140-02800, banded at Bellambi August,
1959 retrapped abl Soulh Georgla February, 1962; retrapped at
Bellambi August, 1962; dittoe, August. 1963 and rebanded with
monel band [40-20033,

U S ARP., ornithologists ate ‘at present engaged in a
bengthy tield programme on exulans at South Georgia and we
can undoubtedly cxpect o spote of N.S.W. Wanderers to be re-
portod when they return to sophlstlcated soclety in the neax
future.

$ize 14 bands of monel melal have at last become avail~
abte tor use en the Wandering Albatross., Aluminium bands
have wor > thin and softened over a comparatively few years
and they could at best be expecled t.o last only a fraction
of the Wandexer's potential life. Tn fact, there is evidence
from Matabaxr of one boing lost since 1960 {when the surviving
blue colour ring was attached) . The monels ate soft enough
to be closed without the aid of pliers, should harden with
age, be cxtremely long wearing and entirely corrosion resist-
anl.  Oo rebraps we added the monel bands above the aluminium
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on the left tarsus, considering it immaterial whether the old
" ting was removed or not, However, on retrapping a bird thus
treated three weeks later the upper edge of the aluminium
band was found to have been pounded flat and spread out into
a rather sharp edge on each side through contact with the
harder monel above. Also, electrolytic corrosion had already
commenced to attack the edges of the aluminium. This was an
unexpected and disturbing discovery though I believe that the
ample clearance and free movement on the tarsus together with
the soft nature of the metal would make leg damage extremely
unlikely. Obviously, however,;the old bands should be removed,
Incidentally, no such sharp edges develop when two aluminium
bands are used together on exulans,

Breeding island recoveries to date have largely estab-
lished one of the principal objects of the programme - where
does the N.S.W. winter population come from, Returns from
South Georgia, Marion Island and Kerguelen together with the
wide variation in physical sizs, indicate that breeding pop-
ulations from all the albatross islands are probably repiesent-
ed. Answers yet to come include longevity records, routes
travelled, degree of dependence on west wind drift and a host
of others. Banders should also make the most of their oppoz-

+ tunities to record facets of individual behaviour, interspec-
ific relationships and family assoclations to name but a few.

Postscript to Malabar, 1963. An account of the albatross band-

_ ing season at Malabar for 1963,
to the end of August, has already appeared in our September
issue.

The final outing for the season at Malabar on 14.9.63
yielded a further 15 Wandering Albatrosses banded and two re-
trapped. One of these 140-02103, had been banded at Bellambi
%n 19585 and the other, 140-26215, at Malabar four weeks earlier
{9.8.63).

o A USEFUL HOLDING BAG
;-Bjsmi . e
= " §.G.Lane, Lane Cove, N.S.W.

Numerous types of holding bags or cages have been used
for banding purposes. Many ¢f these are suitable for their
original purpose but are not necessarily the best answer for
mobile mist-netting operations.

The following detail is intended to assist banders to
construct 2 usrful holding "bag" (Fig.l). The design is not
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