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Thc Victorian Ornithological Rcscarch Group
dccided early in 1964 to hold a campout so that
its mcmbers could share idcas and tcchniques
with rcgard to mist-nctting. The lirst was hcld in
Fcbruarv rt Somcrs on thc coast near thc mouth
of Wcstcrnport Bay where one of thc mcmbcrs
was stationed. This was sufficiently successful
to ir)stigatc furthcr campouts. to bc hcld at
quartcrly intcrvals throughout the vcar. Thcse
wcrc in vastly dif lcrcnt habitats the Whipstick
scrub  ncar  Bcnd igo .  thc  You Yangs (mounta ins)
ncar Geclong and thc Cowarr Reservoir in thc
lirothil ls of thc Grcat Dividing Rangc in Gippslaud.

-fhc 
purposc of these campouts ls:

l. fo assist those bandcrs who arc ncw to
mist-nctting, instructing in thc best ntcthods
and cquipment for cfl lcicnt net crection,
particularly for thc bander workins without
any asststance.

2. To hclp bcginners acquirc skil l  at rcmctval
of nettcd birds and spced in sclccting and
at tach ing  bands.

3. To cxchangc ideas on thc sit ing of nets and
bcncfit bv thc cxp!'ricnce of othcr banders.

-1. To assist with idcntif ication. Evcn the nrost
cxpcrienced observcr may strikc diff iculty
whcn handling a specics for the first t imc.
especially juvcnilcs.

5. To assist thosc intcrcsted in bccoming
bandcrs to lcarn just what mist-netting cn-
tails. I l a prospcctive bander satisfics all
thc nccessary requircmcnts, then hc can
find rcfcrccs amongst thc group who wil l
bc wil l ing to vouch lor him with regard to
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Sinc_e early in- _19611, the Victorian Ornithological Research Group has

organised a series o[ banding campouts for the purposc of gaining erperience and
excharging ideas on -mist-netting_ te-chniques. The objectives oi these campouts
arc discussed and their progress during thc tirst two yiars of operation is biicfh
outlincd.
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7. To endcavour to tlcvclop co-opcrativc pr(!
Jccts so that thcrc wil l bc r far grcatcr
possibil i tv of rctrups.

8. To discouragc thc idca ol indiscrintinatc
banding and pursue thc plan of rcgulrr visits
on a survey basis.

9 .  To  c l im ina tc  ml lp rac t ic r - '  duc  to  carc lcssncs \
or  ignorancc  and cs tab l i sh  thc 'h ighcs t  band-
ing  c th ics .

10. To cndcavour to nctwork thc Statc \\. i th
banding arcas so that ult intat! ' l \ i t mal bc
po\ \ ib lc  to  t rJcc  o  l  m igr r t ion  r , ru tc . .

All thcsc idcas wcre not cnvisagcd whcn thc
campout schemc was first nrootcd but hare
Ln lc rgcd  r ) \ (  r  th t  r , . . r r  dur ing  , . l i . cus . i , r r r
w n  mcmt l ( rs  und l r r0ur rJ  the  c ln tp  f i r . .  i r r
thc evening.

In i t ia l l v ,  campouts  werc  hc ld  bv  mutua l  l r
r i rngcmcn l  w i lh  th t '  rc \ idcn l  h l r rdc i  , ' l  un  : r r i r r .
who selccted thc sitc and placcd V.O.R.C. noticcs
along the way. Whilst this mr'ant that thr- arca
would bc rcgularly visitcd bv thc rcsident. it also
meant that a good manv of thc birds ncttcd wcrc
rctraps. This was rrot considcrcd a good thint
from the point of vicw ol thc rcsidcrit. bccausi,
of thc confusion arising out ol thc usc ol a
numbcr of difTcrcnt band scries.

As a rcsult, when a rcsident is contactcd, it i \
now suggcstcd that hc sclect an i lrca closc to
his normal onc. whcrc retraps both wavs would
bc  pors ih lc  r r rd  wh ich  mi rh i  perhr rp r  , 'pcn  up  r r
new ficld for him for thc luturc-.

Alrcady thcrc have becn somc rcsults frorrr
tnc campouts.

his l iccnse. A bird banding group has bccn formcd by thc
6. To cndeavour to bring togcther bandcrs Latrobe Valley (Gippsland) Field Naturalists'

(whcther or not they are V.O.R.G. mem- CIub as the result of scveral mcmbcrs attcnding.
bcrs) operating throughout the Statc, sothat one member now having his l iccnsc aftcr rccom-
ideas and methods can bc interchanged. This mcndation by V.O.R.G. members.
is bcing done by varying thc locations as Thcre has been a gcneral upsurge of misr-
much as possible so that, at some time, all netting activity and. sevcral ncw banding l iccnscs
banders are within rcasonable travell ins have been issucd.
distancc. 

- 
More inr.l irectly, a co-operativc banding plan
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has bccn conrmcnccd in arr area rclativcly closc to

Vc lb r . ' t t tn i  r ! , ' nP thc  D i r l rJcnr )n !  Crcc l  Th i '

r i \ c \  ( ,n  M( , l tn l  
-Dr rn . te  

t t , ' l r s '  i t t ld  t l |us  in t r r  PUr t

Phr l l ip  ts i r1  t te : t r  C . t r rum.  l r  d is t r rnce  ' r i  s r 'm '

i t i i t r r 'n r i t . . .  A  g" r r t l  J . r r l  ' ' r l  r c te t r r t i r rn  hus  hec t r

uLt.l i ,"r.t to reniain bordcring thc crcck and'

ih . , , , c t t  r . r r l " t .n t  h r t  j l l c ro i rch(d  i t r  ra r iu t ts

p l r . . . .  t i , ,  th (  up lc r  h r r l l  r r t  i t t  l (n l ' l h  l r i r l y  ! ' , ' oJ
iovcr ir l rrlt ivc i igctation rcnlains Fotrr banrlcr\

h i rve  takcn  Lrp  s i i cs  a long thc  c rcck  rnd  i t  i \

\ ' \p \ ' c lc ( l  Ih i l l  . , rhc r t  m l t .  c "m ' '  in t . l  th (  p r ( ' i ( i l

i , , '  l r r r .  n . t th ing  .ncc t i rc r l l i l r  h l l '  h ( (n  i rch i (  vcL l  hu l

rt is too soon for rcsults to bc cxPcctcd'
Anothcr indircct rcsult is thc voluntr!r 'y rccordlng

of  band ing  arcas  in  V .O.R G.  no tcs  so  tha t  o thqr

bandcrs nial ' takc up adji lccnt lrcas and als<l nclt

inadvcrtcntl-u. ptxtch on somconc clsc s arca'
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Wc fccl that thcsc ciLnlpouts havc gilcn a gtxrtl
dca l  o f  impetus  to  sc r ious  band ing  c lTor t  in  V ic
to r ia  and w i l l  l cad  to  bandcrs  b r  thc  s t i ruu l r t ing
inlerchangc of idcas-working on th.ir notcs to
producc articles lor publication.

V ic to r ia  i s  pcrhaps  par t i cu la r l \  \u r tcd  lo r
campouts  in  th is  s t ! le .  V . ( ) .R .G. .  w i th  i t s  hcr id -
quar tc rs  in  Mc lbourne.  can g i rc  i t  rc l t sonab l l
rdcquatc covcr to r fair anrcunt of thc Sli ltc. lt
i s  hopcd tha t .  whcn s t rong dcccnt ra l i sc 'd  g roups
arc irr opcration. thc) wil l bc ablc to sptcad
furthcr than would bc- possiblc' from \4clbournc
dur ing  l  wcckcnd and makc l l r i s  covcragc
comple tc .

Mrs .  l ' .  \ '  .  ITc i l l t  .
- l- l ( 'ottpertlttt 'n St., I:Lrst I lr igltttttt, l ' i .

Further New Information on the Birds of N.S.W.
It was pointed out by Richard Schodde (1965) that rain lorest specics oI

birds ma\' bi found in the rcmnants of sub-tropical rain forest on lhe south

coast uf ,\eu south Wales' c.g' about Mount Dromedarv. and in other placcs

Iurther south than their presently accepted range'

lntcr alia. Schoddc prcdi!^tcd thc appcarancc o[

thc Grccn (lat-bitcl ( Ailurcedllt tt11.1u'otlrl!) ano

thc Browrl Pigcon (Motrr;/,rgiu phttsittru'l lu) and

it is somcwhai strangc that w. rrc ablc to conhrm

his prcdictions so soorl aftcrwards'
Dur in r l  l , rb . ]  rn ( l  lq ( ' -+  we n t l r t l c  ' i l  m i ' t

n ( l t inp  ; i . i t r  l ( ,  an  r r \ ' r r  i t l  K i rngr t  (  rLck  " l  m i lc '

north-ivcst of Narooma. N.S.W. This area sti l l

rctains remnants of rain lorcst vcgctation along

thc crccks and has alrcady providcd intcresting
ncw in lo rmr l ion  {  Wi l ron  l9 t r5  }

Arnold McGill ( 1960 ) givcs the known
. , 'u thcrn  l im i t  o f  thc  r rngc  o f  the  .pcc ie '  mtn-
tioncd as thc Shoalhaven River. Our nctting rrca
near Narooma is approximatcly 100 miles further
souIn .

Whilc nctting at Kianga Creck on thc morning
of December 7. 1964, wc nettcd and banded a
Grcen Cat -b i rd  (080-93142)  and another  was
taken during thc aftcrnoon of the samc day (0130-

93143) .  Thc  spcc ies  was no t  rccorded in  the
area during thc earlier visits.

We had prcviously scen (but not ncttcd) thc
Creen Cat-bird south of thc Shoalhavcn River,
near Batcman's Bay and at Tuross Heads, both
olaces bcins north of Narooma.' 

On Deceinbcr 7 and tl one of us ( D.W. ) ob-
served thc Brown Pigeon on threc occaslons ln

thc  a rca  bu t  i l  was  no l  nc t tcd .  Or r  onc  occas io l
two wcre sc'en in a trcc for somc nrinutes bcforc
lhey l lew off: on thc othcr ()ccilsion. sinelc'birds
wcrc  sccn  in  l l i gh t .  A l l  the  b i r t l s  $crc  bc lwccn
l0  a r rd  30  la rds  f rom l l rc  obser lc r  $h . 'n  sccn .
Thc unmistakablc calls tt i this specics rvcrc also
hcard scvcral t imcs.

A Grccn-winged Pigcon l( ltLfu opltLtp.t
thrtsttt l loru) was also bandcd in lhis arca ott
Decembcr  7 .  1964 (060-48t i89) .  an  in tc rcs t ing
rccord within thc known rangc ol thc spccics.
for it is cxtrcmel! rare' south ol Naroona.

Other rain forc'st spccics havc bcen rcpcatcdl)
nettcd and bandcd in lhc area including thL'
Black-faced Flycatcher (Monuft hu nelulop\is).
tsrown Warbf cr (Gerygone richmoruli i) , l ..tge -

bil led Scrub-Wrcn ( SeriL orni.s ltrtgnlrt.r.rlr is ). ancl
Lewin Honeyeatcr (Melipltttgu lewitri i l  .

Clearly the rain forest pockcts of thc south arL'
worthy of furthcr ornithological invcstigation.
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