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Thix is a straightforward report on banding Eastern Silvereyes
{ Zagierops faferalis) n two widely sepurated localitics. illastirating
what muy or muy oot be expected from such energetic compaigns. A
few more such reports from other parts of the country would do much
w il i an outhne of Silvereye movements, at least as far as the
Tasmanian race is concerned, il bunders have faithfully recorded
plumage detals, But most of this information s still locked up in
bianders’ notebooks. These reports also thistrale an important rule —
o you discontinue banding 1o any areuw where you have banded uny

considerable number of birds and are not likely
asummary of what has been done—no one ¢lse

I. Riverside, Tasanania

I autumne Silbvereses persistently feed upon
carrat  aphids  mfestmp fennel  FFoenivafim
veedgare A vacant sllotment of about M0 acres
at Riversicle, Tasmiane contained about an acre
of fennel und several aeres of hlackberrics, and
attracted muny Sivercves during the aiutumn,

n (962 the allstment was netted  on 23
maornings between February 27 and March 24,
and 478 Silvercyes woere banded. In 1963 neting
wiss carrivd vut un 48 mornings belween February
13 and  April 25, and 5398 Silvereyes  wen
batded. An additiona] 21 Silvercyes were handed
al Riverside in 1461 aod 1962

On the allotment. nets were all set for Silver-
eves, ds there wus no effective concentration of
any other <pecies. Normal praclice was to have
all nets crected by sunrise, and most Silvereyes
wore taken it the hour after sunrise. Silvereves
were notacoive carly, and were never netted
before the time of sunrise. Aboul an hour after
sungise the birds became much less active, and
the rising wind also decrcased the capture rane
o mast days, Good calches were made on
overcast and drizrly days in April. 1963, afier
9 am., but these were exceptional. Maximum
tuke, including retraps. was 124 Silvereyes an
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Lo resume. write up

will —Fditor,

uwsed were untethered, and 1 am
pse o oets tethered om wp and
bottrmn shell strings {0 all of my nets are
nmenw tetheredd would have about doubled the
tahe of Silvereyes

The aypical plemupes of Tusmanian  1ype
Silvereves wore given by 5 G, Laoe (1962}
tiowever the statermeot that Tasmanian birds
nay have slight vellow dusting near the chin
"but not extending over the throst o form the
clear line found in Syvdney hirds". is not quite
correct. as few birds-—perhips 2 per cent. of
those 1 handled—could be so described.

Mo definile sign of immatunty was found on
any of the Silvereyes exumined, although the
hreeding seuson would have been completed only
recently, and many of the birds taken would
have been young birds, Many of the birds were
muaoulting,

Ta date four of the Silvereyes have been re-
covered dead, all within 2 mile of the banding
st
H-4R617, banded 16,263, found dead 2.3.63.
O10-48654, banded 18.2.63. killed on  road

1.3.63.
OID-85333, bunded 25.2.63. found dead 15.3.63.
0-67174, banded 5,363, found dead 24565

IAT Nets
sure that the
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One bird has been retrapped away from the
place of banding by another bander: 010-67681,
banded 31.3.63, was retrapped 10.8.63 by D.
M. Walker at Turramurra, N.SW., some 570
miles to the N.E. (reported Bird Bander, vol. 1,

. 144).
P Retraps taken by myself can be briefly sum-
marised as follows:

(a) one bird banded 8.5.61 was retrapped
18.2.63, some 300 yards south of the place
of banding.

cleven of the 478 birds banded in the
autumn of 1962 were retrapped at the same
site during the following autumn. Ten birds
were retrapped once each, and the eleventh,
banded 23.3.62, was retrapped 17.2.63,
3.3.63 and 4.4.63.

of the 478 birds banded during the autumn
of 1962, 80 were retrapped some 100 times
during the banding period.
of the 1,398 birds banded during 1963, 331
birds were retrapped 490 times during the
banding period.

Most birds retrapped were taken within two
weeks of banding, and were not seen again. Dur-
ing February and March 1963, retrapped birds
were consistently one-third of the netted birds.
During April 1963 the retrapped birds were
less than one sixth of the netted birds, although
there were then many more banded Silvereyes at
large. The lower retrap rate in April indicates an
intensified movement through the area, assumedly
in preparation for migration.

The basic object of the intensified banding of
the Silvereyes was to build up a substantial popu-
lation of Tasmanian banded birds in the hope
that some birds would be retrapped by other
banders in N.S.W. One such retrap did result,
and this has been the only significant result of the
banding to date.

2. Kingscliff, N.S.W.

Between June 1963 and February 1966, 1 lived
at Kingscliff, in the extreme north-east corner
of N.S.W. Regular mist netting was carried out
near Hastings Point and Cudgen to determine
the status of the various species in the banksia
heaths. In all, 746 Silvereyes were banded from
about 150 mist netting days. Significant numbers
of Silvereyes were taken on only two occasions.
In April 1964, by coincidence, I was netting
honeyeaters near a patch of flowering Banksia
asplenifolia near Hastings Point, when flocks of
migrating Silvereyes were intercepted, and 292
Silvereyes were banded on two week-ends. Near
Cudgen, on 19.6.64, 76 Silvereyes were banded

(b)

(c)

(d)
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near flowering B. ericifolia, and these were prob-
ably birds overwintering. These five days
accounted for 368 Silvereyes, or nearly half of all
banded in the area.

Autumnal migration was noted in both years.
Migrating Silvereyes were moving northwards in
flocks of 30-50 birds about a mile inland from
the sea on April 11, 12, 18 and 19, 1964. Many
of the birds drifted downwards through thin
cucalypt cover to feed on B. asplenifolia and, as
mentioned above, 292 were banded. Significantly
none of these birds was ever retrapped.

In May 1965 large scale migration of Yellow-
faccd Honeyeaters (Meliphaga chrysops) oc-
curred along the coastal strip of northern N.S.W.
On May 22 and 23, many flocks of over 1,000
Yellow-faced Honeycaters passed during the
early mornings, and several flocks on each day
contained sevcral hundred Silvereyes migrating
northwards with the honcyeaters. Near Hastings
Point a large mixed flock of birds of several
species was heard moving northwards in the
dark, at 545 a.m., on the morning of 22.5.65.
Judging from the volume of the calls, the flock
contained several hundred Silvereyes.

No southwards springtime movement of
Silvereyes was cver noted. Howcver on the
heath at Hastings Point 30 Silvereyes were
banded on 19.9.65, in contrast to the usual nil
to two taken at this time of the year. Two of
the 30 birds were Tasmanian types, and it is
probable that the flock was drifting southwards.

D. M. Walker (1964) listed the combinations
of throat and flank colours for various Silvereye
populations, and divided throat colours into
grey, yellow and bright yellow, and flank colours
into grey, tawny and rufous. With the possible
exception of birds with bright yellow throats
and rich rufous flanks, all other plumage types
listed are present in the area during the autumn
and winter, as well as many intermediate types.
The local birds have bright yellow throats and
grey flanks. About 5 per cent. of the Silvereyes
netted during the winter are Tasmanian types,
and it is probable that some of these winter in
the area.

To date there are two significant recoveries of

Silvereyes banded in the area:

010-98280, banded 2 miles south of Cudgen,
N.S.W. on 15.6.64, was shot in a cherry
orchard at Silvan, Victoria about 15.11.64,
some 823 miles to the S.W. (reported Aust.
Bird Bander, vol. 3, p. 37).

011-13608, banded at Hastings Point, N.S.W.
on 3.7.65, was recovered dead at Don, Tas-
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nnanne TS0 same 995 miles e the 5.0
This reeewers i e bongest movement of a
Panded Silvereve reported o date, (See Re-
ceaery Round-up, po 8200 0 el o muatie
af e wd nuee banded binds—before the
nnpe of Twsmanian Silveroyes 1o eatepded o
st h-cintern Usieens .

Many o the local Silvereves banded dusing the
aimmer months are apparently stationary, The
tweer gt series of retraps are of bicds banded
mear Cindpen;

. Handek Ao AY 2 Bunded LN LTk
Ruetrapped 2a. 17203 Rotrapped |2, 101,63
2203 211243
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KNI I 2t 210364
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Hivkower there are no datn availuble which

prochudic: movement of same ol the lagal Tireed
mg bercks during the wanter. Comparisen of the
banding  aad recovery dates of  some ul thy
Tammarman bomded birds vecovemed im0 NS WL
indivates that seme hirds moy only migrate on
altermate wveirs, and e same could well be troe
ol NEW hirds

Ty Rirds handad ot Cudeen have virtwally
identical historics:

ecember, T986

[#amt Muminer 1kl Haraled and Hetrapped

(0= 2y LA T B3 21263 MI LA
200 RS 4 M 0S

I T d 62063 ML 6E 0 2 LIkA
Ao s

She Dol hook sheae that they sere netted -
pothee in the samw et on three vecasions, dhe
lourth coiry s not conclusive. us slthough the
Dwor redritps wee writhen o legether, there s ne
indicietion whether e net they were netted to-
gether. Perhaps they are o mated paic: certainly
thoes show dhe type of wiigehment whiche Lane
demonstrated for Tusmanian Bpe Silvereyes i
the Svdiey e,

IV s an interesting pweint tlad Lo signibicang
recoveries shoull have  eventuated  from 746
Sthreaes bamded inoaerth-vastern NSW. when
ne parhcular effort wis devoted too them, while
vnby one warthwhile recovery eventualed Trom
LR Silvereses banded in Tasmania s the
resitlt ad considerable cffanl, 1t s ol course,
poesihle that further eecoveric: will resylt from
either bateh of Silverese-.

dodin Ly,
1 {indhirie Ntreet,
Buwhure, W4,
Refvovnees:
Lume, 5 40 11010 Nodes wn Reoaseries of Tasmapian

Tape Silversaes e Sudnes. find Heoeder, |1
Woalker, Th Mo 019840, the Relitienship Belween Plum-

ape Culouration. Hreeding Locadion and Hody Wedghe

mothe Silverese o fosteraps Lavralis g, by Mied

Wener 279 %],
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I'he Co-operative Silvereye Project
5 G LANE

The Co-operative Silvereye Project was initiated during the later
part of 1958 und was recorded us @ large scale banding project in
the Frfth Annual Report of the Australiun Bird Bundine Scheme. July,

1958 10 June, 14954,

Thinks o the wo-operation of sy banders
aml gpsestints, 344 Silvereves were banded up
T Tune 30 18964 1 Eer Hgures are mot vet avail-
abler, aod nnmerous imeresting recovetics buve
Feen reporneed. oy of swhivch e the resalr of
retraps By oatlee banders. A constderahle amount
af oty s aceumubiting from this projeer bt
coTldine obwivis gieps exist, There is e o definite
reyurrement fisf—

o vemeerted bading of nestlings.

2 voncerted banding sod wx determination

af knowene brecding birds,

A reeording of plumiage data.
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Banding of Mestlings

Chely I8 T Cabout dk4 per cent b noestlings huavy
Pocn buneded amd s fae o~ i~ Luown, none of
these T Pween recovercd owiy from as matal arca.
Iowonld e interested to hear from any bander
whoe i details of any retrips of Silvereyes
Fanded i nestlings ol relurming in s sab-
SO L swasonn e the matal Giren

Banders are reguested toendeavour e logate
nests of Silvercves and o band the nestlings. 1f
wonly fifty banders in Fastern Augsicalia were to
band sin nestling Silvereyes vach during  the
current bresding seuson, the tatal would in one
vear be nearly double the number bunded sinece



