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One bird has been retrapped away from the
place of  banding by another  bander:  010-67681,
banded 31.3.63,  was ret rapped 10.8.63 by D.
M. Walker  at  Turramurra.  N.S.W..  some 570
miles to thc N.E. (reported Bird Bander, vol. l,
p .  l 4 4 ) .

Retraps taken by myself can be briefly sum-
marised as follows:
(a) one bird banded 8.5.61 was retrapped

18.2.63, some 300 yards south of the place
of  bandins.

(b) cleven oi the 478 birds bandecl in rhe
autumn of 1962 were retrapped at the same
site during the following autumn. Ten birds
were retrapped oncc each, and the eleventh,
banded 23.3.62,  was ret rapped \ i .2 .63,
3 .3 .63  and  4 .4 .63 .

(c) of thc 478 birds banded durins the autumn
ol  l962.  80 werc ret rapped soi re 100 t imes
dur ing the banding per iod.

(d )  o f  t hc  1 .398  b i rds  banded  du r i ns  1963 .  331
birds were retrapped 490 timej during the
banding period.

Most birds retrapped were taken within two
weeks of banding, and were not seen again. Dur-
ing February and March 1963, retrapped bircls
were consistently one-third of the netted birds.
During April 1963 the retrapped birds were
less than one sixth of the netted birds, although
therc were then many more banded Silvereyes 

-at

largc. The lower retrap rate in April indicaies an
intensified movement through the area, assumedly
in preparat ion for  migrat ion.

The basic object of the intensified banding of
the Si lvercycs was to bui ld  up a substant ia l  popu-
lation of Tasmanian banded birds in the'hope
that some birds would be retrapped by other
banders in N.S.W. One such retrap did result,
and this has been the only significant result of the
banding to date.

2. Kingscliff, N.S.W.
Between June 1963 and Februarv 1966. I l ived

at Kingscliff, in the extreme noith-east corner
of N.S.W. Regular mist netting was carried out
near Hastings Point and Cudgen to determine
the status of the various species in the banksia
heaths. In all, 746 Silvereyes were banded from
about 150 mist netting days. Significant numbers
of Silvereyes were taken on only two occasions.
In April 1964, by coincidence, I was netting
honeyeaters near a patch of flowering Banksi-a
a.splenif olia near Hastings Point, when- flocks of
migrating Silvereyes were intercepted, and 292
Silvereyes were banded on two wiek-ends. Near
Cudgen, on 19.6.64, 76 Silvereyes were banded

near flowering B. eric'if olia, and these were prob-
ably birds overwintering. These five days
accounted for 368 Silvereyes, or nearly half of all
banded in the area.

Autumnal migration was noted in both years.
Migrating Silver-eyes werc moving northwaids in
flocks of 30-50 birds about a mile inland from
the sea on Apr i l  11,  12,  l8  and 19,  1964.  Many
of the birds drifted downwards throush thin
eucalypt cover to feed on B. asplenifolia-and, as
mentioned above, 292 were banded. Significantly
none of these birds was ever retrapped.

In May 196-5 large scale migrat ion of  Yel low-
faccd Honcyeaters ( M eliphagu cltrl'sops) oc-
curred along the coastal strip of northern N.S.W.
On May 2i and 23, many 

'f locks 
of over 1,000

Yellow-faced Honeycatcrs passed during the
early mornings, and several f locks on each clav
contained sevcral hundred Silvereves misratinL
northwards with the honcyeaters. Ncar H"astinti
Point a large mixed flock of birds of several
species was heard moving northwards in the
da rk ,  a t  5 .45  a .m . ,  on  t hJmorn ing  o f  22 .5 .65 .
Judging f ron.r  the volumc of  the cal ls ,  the f lock
conta ined several  hundred Si lvereyes.

No southwards spr ingt ime movcmcnt  of
Silvereyes was cver noted. Howcver on thc
heath at Hastings Point 30 Silvereyes were
banded on 19.9.65,  in  contrast  to  the 

-usual  
n i l

to two takcn at this time of the vcar. Two of
the 30 birds were Tasmanian types. and it is
probable that the flock was drift ir ie iouthwarcls.

D .  M .  Wa lke r  (  1964 ;  l i s t cd  t he  comb ina t i ons
of throat and flank colours for various Silvereye
populations, and divided throat colours inio
grey, yellow and bright yellow, and flank colours
lnto grey, tawny and rufous. With the possible
exception of birds with bright ycllow throats
and rich rufous flanks, all other plumage types
listed are present in the area during the autumn
and winter, as well as many intermediate types.
The local birds have bright yellow throats- and
grey flanks. About 5 per cent. of the Silvereyes
netted during the winter are Tasmanian types,
and it is probable that some of these wintei in
the area.

To date there are two significant recoveries of
Silvereyes banded in the area:
010-98280, banded 2 miles south of Cudgen,

N.S.W. on 15.6.64, was shot in a chErrr.
orchard at Silvan, Victoria about l5.ll.6/i.
some 823 miles to the S.W. (reported Aust.
Bird Bander, vol. 3, p. 37)

0 l l -13608,  banded at  Hast ings point ,  N.S.W.
on 3.7.65, was recovered dead at Don. Tas-
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