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For the past seven years I have been a nature study teacher at
the Children’s School Camp at Somers on Western Port Bay, Victoria.
As each camp of 160 boys or girls lasts only 10 days, lessons must,
of necessity, be both inspirational and actively reinforced to make
a lasting impression on eleven-year olds. The most successful lessons
in accomplishing both requirements have undoubtedly been those

involving bird banding activities.

As 1 hope soon to attempt a Science degree,
this will be my last year at Somers and the
cessation of my banding programme here. It is
important, | think, to present not only programme
results but an assessment of the educational value
of my programme to the child and its publicity
value to the Australian Bird Banding Scheme.

The Banding Programme

This has consisted of :
(i) Trapping and colour-banding of adults
and running young of the Red-capped Dotterel
(Charadrius alexandrinus) at the creek mouth at
Somers.
(ii) Banding of all species caught in mist nets
at set locations through the foreshore scrub at
Somers.
(iii) Colour-banding study of the
Yellow Robin (Eopsaltria australis).
(iv) Participation in co-operative Silvereye pro-
ject.

The children’s participation in this programme
has included:
(a) discussion of banding aims, methods, equip-
ment, lists, and interesting recoveries; (b) lectures
on the ethics of bird banding and the licensing
and training requirements; (c) help in carrying
and setting up of cquipment; (d) net watching;
(e) recording of banding details; (f) sight records,
searches for colour-banded individuals; (g) look-
ing out for recoveries after return home; (h)
receipt of news-sheet including banding news.

Publicity

It has been said that public banding should
always be avoided, but, I believe, where full
instruction to a sympathetic audience can be
given, as with our planned work with the
children at the camp, nothing but good can come
of it.

Publicity to encourage recovery of bands is
welcomed by all banders and we have accom-
plished this to some degree. Twenty-one
thousand children and 1,000 teachers have
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® “Esmerelda”, the female Red-capped Dotterel

at nest. Photo: R. Nuske
passed through the camp. All are aware of the
need to return band information to the CSIRO.
Newspapers have given us excellent publicity. In
May 1966, the Melbourne Sun-News Pictorial
devoted half of the middle pages to photographs
of our banding of a Yellow Robin (Eopsaltria
australis).

Dotterel Study

The star performers for the children have been
the Red-capped Dotterels (Charadrius alexan-
drinus) which nest between August and Fcbruary
by the mouth of the creek which flows by the
camp. They are exceptionally approachable
when nesting and the recognition of individuals
through colour-banding has added to the in-
tense interest that their behaviour creates.

Ian May, a reputable young Melbourne orni-
thologist, had his first grounding at Somers six
years ago. lan’s main memories of the camp
arc not campfires, games or boating lessons but
the little dotterels nesting on the beach.

Unfortunately for the dotterels the area is a
popular holiday resort and despite our efforts at
decoy and protection the birds suffer from con-
siderable human interference. Of 42 eggs laid
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last v wnly 5§ reached the haching stage, 10
were wished wwas by hizh tides, § were destroyed
ar stoken by koo homan ageney amd the re-
mutisting 1Y aere deserted or fell o unkiwewn
predithers,

The bwest remembered tneident of the high tide
Threits @i gur succesatul wticrpt o foroe one
Femiale detterel fo adopt her own eges which had
been placed cipht feer e te originad site, 3 his
wirs only achivvad alter ane howr of simolated
attzichs and threats to ber original site, o midway
puositiont auwdd then dw new site, Lor the first 15
mengles  she steadlastly retuened o0 the  baee
sind ad the anginal site. Not Gl ity landmiarks
wore trnsfereed and the original site allered, dicd
she  bogan o shewe indectaen and finally
aeeeplitney, '

Tor cur delishe, Esmerelda fsee plate 1, our ficst
wnd Favenrire dutterel of Tast seasan. successfully
redred ane sounpster ar her fourth sttemipl,

Yellow Rohin Movements

The Welluw Robin has Teen the most popular
rush Bird sl wis the suhjeet of aur other coloyr-
Pandimg study ot Somers. The movements of LUhis
sippescdly setentary hird are still o myatery o
us sice our st banding revealed thatl it was
nat tlee samee pair el grected os oon cach of
vur meening weds walks, Our first 500 pohins
preducedl oty ame retrap and theee saght records,
oomie Ler thao [0 menths aliter anding.

Banding vver the pust two vears has tended o
wconfirme this ponlern al short term resideney
fullwed v complete disappearing,

Subject ey appraval, Mo Neil Weatherill,
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Fellow  peicher and bander, will continoe  this
work on bolh dotterels and robens for the nex:
Pwir ar thicee scasons.

(ther Records

C(iher sipniticant records huve been the periodic
trupping of Pink Robins (Petrofen rodinogaster)
amd thy growp re-trapping of Red browed Finches
tAermeha temporaltar ot different Tocalitics two
ar three years Tater. A White-bicked  Magpiv
(vertorfing fvpoler o) Doamded  as g runner
sluved about the nature roem for five vears and
prowided vacellent lesson maierizl on territory.
Hobhy aned Baety, Magpae-Lark #Graliing evearni-
fevecad nesthngs, provided useful age plumagee
sen stdies which were communivangd o ex-
cimpers through onr nature oragacine Casey’s
seaneries”. Periodic sumnirics of e Daed laoud
i activitivs were featured in this finy puhlici-
tion which wos cent 1ol funior nature clubs in
LS ISITHY

here is oooadoubt i my mind i te band-
ing Jesaons ake w0 great impact onomest ol
the children—thedr faces show iU oas they see
their first bush bird 0 elose-upe Tudging tfrom

thae commweniac e firsl urse Lo gcemseree sl
LHICUT Lk mnmey at this mosment.
Bamding i an ideal teaching  actvity.  is

mmediate vitdue Lo scienes s casily denaonstrated
dmd  the children's  pariicipion i tes weork
through receweries, mithe o good Tollow-wp.
An analvsis ol our banding resulls will e
Lelt toa laeer assuee.
Al £ feid, Sonviees Uirreriu,

Assistance To Soulh

Ancmoendment wo the Sowth Awralien Fooumg
Conseriatienr Aet passed in December, 965, ox-
Bl the working rge ol South Ausicalison
handers helling peonits From the 5% Fislwerics
aral Faume Consercanon Dreprrtment W [wni
R B T T TN PUSTYA TR EIITRS TR AL

The principal Act, passed in November, |96,
previuded banders doom these aceas, The passing
al this At seriously resricted senne Stk Ay
tademe banders o their o work, particobarly with
Proguets assetciated with swaaders il sealvinds,

Thye restrctive scetions vl the Acl were dis-
cassal with Mreo AL O Boge, Dirccten ol the
Faherics and Fauna Conservation Departem,
and b pave the moatter his sympathenic ateotm.
Ehe knew inosome detast the work bome carrivd
gl i haneling wisders ae the 140 Sahfclds. o

-
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sapctuary seme 17 miles From Aadelaide, e
2000 wanlers, nanly Red-necked Stines (£ ol ers
rrficelif) oand Shurp-valed Sawdpipers o aen
sirita) Iive been Roonbed a0 rhis e Ciher
propeet: adiveed were the Tranding of scalnrds on
vt all-sliare isbionds, ol the Baoding of pe-
serines an several wiwtiries in the ML Loy
Ruanges,

T mudter wits Gihen vp witl the Minister fuor
Avricullure and the Flora sl Faume Advisary
Commettes, sl it wis senceadly apreed tht 1his
wurk,  which would  produce some ostremeky
interesting pecaverics, showld e ke coriailead.

Aveordinglv. un amendment o the Act was
dred and thiv reeeived e assent of the South
Auvstralinn Pacliment von Precember 4, 1965,

Aoy Waterrmon, Mazill, §.A.



