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Black Swan Colour Marking Programme

During the past four years a marking programme has been
conducted on Black Swans in south eastern Australia. In this time
approximately 4,500 swans have been marked with distinctive plastic
collars in addition to the usual monel bands supplied by the Australian

Bird Banding Scheme.

The colours of the neck bands or collars used
to mark the swans at each Jocation are as follows:
White—l ake Brewster and Lake Cargellico,
N.S.W.

Red—IL ake Cowal (north of West Wyalong),
N.S.W.

Yellow—L.ake George and Lake Bathurst (be-

tween Canberra and Goulburn), N.S.W.
Green—Lake Alexandrina, S.A.

Although only 34 bands have been recovered,
298 sightings of marked birds at a distance from
their marking locality have been reported.

The majority of these sightings have come
from the Sydney area, and the south coast of
New South Wales, where regular surveys are
conducted by the Division of Wildlife Research
and where there are a large number of interested
observers. Marked swans from all banding
localities, including Lake Alexandrina, have been
observed on Bushell's and Baker’s lagoons near
Windsor, N.S.W. Marked swans from Lake
Cowal (red collar) and Lake George or Lake
Bathurst (yellow collar) have even been reported
from Centennial Park in Sydney.

The distribution of sightings and recoveries,
to date, indicates a general dispersal in south-
castern Australia of swans from each of the
marking localities. Swans marked at Lake George
and Lake Bathurst have been observed as far
north as Port Macquarie on the coast and as
far west as Griffith in N.S.W., and as far south
as Moulting Lagoon (5 recoveries and a sighting)
on the cast coast of Tasmania. Marked swans
from Lake Cowal, have been sighted regularly on
the south coast of New South Wales, and again,
one has been reported from Moulting Lagoon in
Tasmania.

Swans marked at Lake Brewster and Lake
Cargellico have been observed regularly in
southern Victoria, on the south coast of New
South Wales, and one has been reported from
the Coorong in South Australia.

There is a general paucity of sightings and re-
coveries in northern and inland regions of New
South Wales, due evidently to the prevalence of
drought conditions, and a subsequent restriction
of habitat since the marking programme was
initiated, and also, to the general sparsity of
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observers in this region.

Should any marked swans be observed, in-
formation, including date, place and number of
marked and unmarked swans present, will prove
invaluable in understanding the movement
patterns of Black Swans.

L. W. Braithwaite, Division of Wildlife Research,
CSIRO, CANBERRA, A.C.T.

[We should like to draw attention to an impor-
tant paper on the Black Swan which has just
appeared. This is “The Breeding of the Black
Swan (Cygnus atrata) in Tasmania with Special
Reference to some Management Problems™, by
E. R. Guiler, published in Papers and Proceed-
ings of the Royal Society of Tasmania, 1966, vol.
100, pp. 31-52. In this the author gives a detailed
account of the breeding of this species in Tas-
mania, with particular reference to the seasons
1960 to 1964. Data are presented on egg weights
and measurements, clutch size, incubation period
and cstimates of total population. The breeding
success for 1961 and 1962 is estimated, and
breeding conditions at Moulting Lagoon are fully
discussed. There is also an extensive discussion of
management problems. In the course of this work
a large number (4,315) of Black Swans were
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