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REVIEWS
lVater forv l  in Austra l ia,  by H. J.  Fr i th.  Angus &

Robe r t son  L td ,  S ) , dney ,  1967 .  $10 .00

This at t ract ivel 'v  produced book,  wi th i ts  numerous
colour-plates black-and-whi te photographs,  d ist r ibut ion
maps and detai led text ,  wi l l  be a standard work of
reference for  many years to come. In addi t ion to our
nat ive species of  ducks and geese Dr Fr i th a lso discusses
the Mute Swan and the lv la l lard (both establ ished intro-
duct ions),  and the Gargeny Teal  and Northern Shovel ler
(vagrants) .

The introductory chapters cover the fami ly Anat idae
general ly ,  and such matte ls as habi tats,  conservat ion
and f ie ld ident i f icat ion.  A strong plea is  rnade for  thc
p rese rva t i on  o f  ex i s t i ng  haun t s  and  f o r  t he  bu i l d t ng  r r p
of  addi t ional  breeding and lefuge areas so essent ia l  in
a group of  b i rds subject  to considerable human predat ion.

Wise manag::ment of  wi ldfowl  resources is  necessary
to of fset  the ef fects of  shoot ing and set t lement:  in th is
regard the Of l icers of  the CSIRO Wild l i fe Research (of
which Div is ion Df Fr i th is  chief)  have undertaken ex-
t ens i ve  f i e l d  i nves t i ga t i ons  embody ing  t he  l i f e  h i s t o r i es
of  a number of  species.  Dr F-r i th,  h imsel f ,  has taken a
leading part  in th is research programnte.  Niuch of  the
informat ion thus obtained has been included in lVut t ' r -
lowl  i r r  Au.stru l iu.

F r - r l l  de ta i l s .  cove r i ng  desc r i p t i ons ,  d i s t r i bu t i on ,  ca l l s ,
hab i t s ,  hab i t a t s .  nes t i ng  and  f i e l d  r ecogn i t i on  a re  g i ven
of each speci :s in a stra ight forward and readable sty le.
Useful  maps c lear l l ,  show ranges,  re lat ive densi t ies and
breeding areas.  Sonogrants i l lustrate the voices of  many
species and wi l l  be helpfu l  to the specia l is t  in b i rd sounds.
Status and re lat ionships are also discussed, the whole
provid ing interest ing and informat ive reading for  the
specia l is t ,  the amaterrr  and the sportsman. The weights
and measurements given are based on an examinat ion
of  numerous examples of  each species.

Al ternate common names are l is ted and in th is sphere
i t  may be ment ioned that  Dr Fr i th has changed the
vernacular  nanres of  three species,  i .e.  Water Whist le-
duck ( for  Whist l ing Tree-duck),  Grass Whist le-duck ( for
the Plumed Tree-duck) and White Pigmy Goose ( for  the
White-qui l led Pigm-v Goose),  doubt less because he con-
siders these names nlore appropr iate and descr ipt ive.

The excel lent  colour-plates by Betty Temple Watts
depict  the var ious species in l i fe- l ike at t i tudes and
accurate colours.  Part icular ly  useful  is  the plate of  the
downy duckl ings and gosl ings of  the nineteen species of
Austra l ian ducks and geese.  The ident i f icat ion plates,
showing the bi rds at  rest  and in f l ight ,  are by the
Author and,  in themselves,  are a handy guide to f ie ld
ident i f icat ion.  Numerous f i rs t -c lass photographs by Edr ic
Slater  and Dr Fr i th depict  habi tats,  groups of  b i rds and
indiv idual  species;  and,  in two cases underwater photo-
graphs (contro l led) of  the Musk Duck and the Water
Whist le-duck.

Waterfowl  in Austra l ia is  a valuable contr ibut ion ro
Austra l ian orni thology and is  an indispensable guide to
al l  in terested in the conservat ion and habi ts of  the
fam i l y  Ana t i dae .

K .  A .  H INDWOOD.
Lindf ie ld,  N.S.W.

t i rd Report :  1965, compi led by Lord l r , iedu,av and
I .  C.  T.  Nisbet .  Repr inted f rom Tl te l \ [a lutur t  N' t t r r t r t ,
Jou rna l ,  vo l .  20 ,  nos .  I  &  2 .  l \ f a r ch .  1967 .  pp .  - s ! - ge .

This is  the fourth annual  repor l  d iscr . tss ing the act iv i t ies
of  the bi rd watchers and banders of  the N,t i layan Narure
Society.

.  Some ?6,000 bi rds were r inged dur ing 1965. The large
increase in numbers over previous l  ears was t luc io
t he  regu la r  t r app ing  o f  f Ja rn  Swe l l ows  (H i rundo  n t s t i ( r ) .
of  which species more than 19,000 indiv iduals u,ere nr is t -
net ted,  for  the most part  at  roosts on power l ines in
towns.  Some of  these night  gather ings of  tsarn Swal lows
(a  w in te r  m ig ran t  t o  Ma laya )  we re  f ound  t o  cxceco
100.000 bi rds.

The f i rs t  overseas recovery of  a b i rd r inged in I \ {a la1,a
is noted;  i t  refers to a l l lack Bi t tern (a srreci r 's  a lso
found  i n  Aus t ra l i a )  sho t  i n  I nd ia ,  abou r  1 ,6 ( r { )  n r i l e s
N .N .E .  o f  t he  band ing  po in t .

Obse rva t i ons  on  t he  m ig ra t i on  o f  b i r ds -o f - p re \ .  : r no
the movements of  waders and terns,  are suntmar isct l .
Other informat ion includes detai ls  of  a nest  fecord carr l
scheme, of  a nrethod of  mist  net t ins bce-et ters i r t
heights exceeding 20 f t ,  and of  a stud) '  of  lhe ef fect  of
t ree-fe l l ing on forest  b i rds.

A  t ab le ,  wh i ch  l i s t s  twen t y  spec ies  secu red  du r i ng  t hc
n igh t  a t  e i t he r  I i gh thouses  o r  a t  h i l l t op  l i gh t s .  i nd i i a t es
tha t ,  i n  Ma laya ,  n i gh t  m ig ra t i on  i s  unde r t aken  b1 ,  such
birds as crakes,  p igeons,  cuckoos,  p i t tas,  f l1,caichers.
warblers,  thrushes and glossy star l ings.

L i ne  d raw ings  o f  t he  head -pa t t e rns .  and  de ta i l cd
desc r i p t i ons  o f  f ou r  spec ies  o f  ' d i f f j cu l t 'wa rb l e r s  ( l l l t t . s t i -
capa),  are helpfu l  guides to neld u,orkers.

A Systemat ic L ist  d iscusses the occurrences,  nunrbers
and movements of  nrore than 100 N, la layan species.

An excel lent  photograph of  a Yel low-breasted Sun-
bird is  reproduced on plate 5 of  the Report .  This b in l
i s  t he  same  spec ies  t ha t  occu rs  i n  Aus t ra l i a  whe re  i r  i s
general ly  l is ted as Cyrtostotnus l renatus,  thoueh else-
where ,p laced under the name of  N ccrur in i t t  j i tgulur is .
Austra l ian taxonomists may care to resolve the problem,
i f  such i t  is ,  in ant ic ipat ion of  a revised Check- l is t .

K.  A .  HINDWOOD.
L ind f ie ld .  N .S.W.

Reprinting Volume No. t
Reprinting of Volume No. I (7 parts) rs cx-

pected to be completed by September.

The cheapest reasonable reproduction is being
used and the cost  wi l l  be $3.

Orders for these reprints, accompanicd by the
amount involved, should be forwarded to the Hon.
Treasurer ,  Mr R.  G.  Lonnon.  63 Rut ledge Street ,
Eas twood ,  N .S .W.  2122 .
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