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l t t  11.. l  tb S 1)l .r irr ,r .  r l rnx' l i r .( ,r  /1. (Mr.sl . lanr:t  I lot ly, Au.stral ian Must'unt, S_,-t lney.

Cen us Tvto

This ' ts i rd  in  thc Hand q ives methods of  readi ly  d is t inguish ing the
spccics of Australian Tyto. No attempt is milde to separate the differenl
colour fornrs of the Nlasked Owl ( ?',v/o truvoelnllandiae) nor to separate
lhc Tasmanian form (7. castolops) which is generally considered to be
a racc of  the main land species.

Ihc  n rc tsuren lcn ts  Inus t  no t  bc  taken as
lbs()lutc. but lrc given to inclicatc the gcncral
rizc rargc. Scx dil lcrcnccs are not givcn bccausc
o i  insu l l i c ien t  sexcd spcc i rncns .

lhc  {cnus  Tr to  i s  d is t ingu ishcd f ron t  a l l  o ther

BARN OWL (T.t ' to ulhu)

I -ength :  120- i7O nrnr  (  l2 . i  1 .1  inchcs)

Wing:  270-290 mnr  (  l0 i -  I  I  j  i nchcs  )

-I ' trsus: 5-.1-6.1 nrnr (5,1-2j inchcs)

Ins ide  toc  61s11;  l7  2 l  n rnr

Crown and back: Ash-grcy fcathcrs with greyish
whitc tips. Each feather has a brown spot
ncur thc tip. giving an elTect of durk brown
spots on un ash-grcy background.

Tarsus: Less than 70 mm. Feathering extends
about half rvay down, the rcrnaindir of the
tlLrsus and toes bcing covcred with sparse hair-
l i k  t  l t : r t h t  r r

owls by the clearly marked heart-shaped facial
disc, by thc inncr and nriddlc toe of thc same
lcngth, and by the serrated or pectinated inner
: idc  o l  thc  midd l (  lo ( .  (Thcsc  scr r r t ions  are
absent  in  nes t l ings) .

GRASS OWL (7'r,ro longitnenbris\

L e n g t h : 3 3 0  m n l  (  1 3  i n c h c s )

Wing: 320 mm ( l2 j inches )-onc mcasured

Tarsus: 7ll- l l0 mm ( irbout 3 inchcs .- two
nlctsurcd

fnside toe ti l  wi 22 nlm-onc mcasured

Crown and back: Fcathcrs dark brown near the
tip with sonre orangc-buff towards the basc;
the orangc-buff becomes morc obvious with
wcar. Thc tips are clear white (greyish white
in thc Barn Owl) , giving thc cflcct of white
spots on a dark brown background.

Tarsus: Over 70 mm. Feathering extends not
more than half way down, the remainder of
the tarsus and tocs bcing covered with sparse
hair-l ikc fcathcrs.
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I\IASKED OWL (7'r'lo nowehollandioe)

l -ength:  .155- .160 nrn (  1 ,1- lU inchcs)

lV ing:  lO5- .185 nrnr  (  |  2-  l5 j  inchcs )

' l : l rsus:  6 l -79 ntnr .  usual ly  ovcr  70 nrnr  (21-34
Incnc\  )

Inside toc claw: 25-36 nrnr

\ , ) / r '  \ l ' r 1 c \  : r f c  \ n l l r l l c r  t h i t n  f c m r l e t  a n d  t h e  s m a l l e s t

l ] ],.1i,;1," 
.,*" ro rh! lLrrscr Birrn and Grnss c)wls

Crown and back:

I-ight phase: Fcathcrs gcncrally dark brown
spccklcd rvhitc, rvith whitc tips and irregular
\\ 'hite spotsi ccntrrl portion pale to orange-
bull. l iving the cflect of dark brown ir-
rcgu la r ly  spcck lcd  wh i tc .

l)ark phase: I hc l ight phase grldl;s into the
clark phasc. Fc:tthcrs gencrally dark brown
r r i th  snr i r l l  $h i te  t ips  and l i t t l c  o r  no  wh i tc
spccklinl. Centre portion dccp orange-buff,
uiving thc cffcct of small whitc spots on
d i r rk  b ro*n .

'f 
hr Aurtralian Bird Bandcr

' l ' lrsus: 
I-ull) lcathcred to the toes. The toes

b: ing  uc l l  covcrec i  w i th  ha i r - l i ke  fca thers .

. luttc, |  970

Crown and back: Dark brown. thc rvhitc t i1.rs
to the feathcrs forr ing snrall whitc spots. Thc
basc of thc fcutlrers pit lc brornish-grcy (orange-
buff in thc Mlske d C)u | ).

f11511s; Fully tcirthcrcd to tlrc toes. Thc tocs
bc ing  covercd  w i th  sp l r rsc  h l i r - l i kc  fca thcrs .

I n  A u s t r a l i u  t h i \  d u r l  b r o r n  o $ l  i s  i r l  o n c c  s c p i l r l l c d
l r o D r  u l l  o l h e r  o w l !  $ i l h  d i r f l  L l n d c r p u r t s .  b y  t h e  

' l y l o

gener ic charaelcr \  (v iz.  rhe hcrr l -shrpcd facia l  d isc.
pecl inaled f i iddle c l l rw.  uncl  the inner r rnd nt iddle l1)cs
of  lhe san)c lcnglh ) .

Nr) / . , :  As $i th lhc Mi lskcd Oul .  lhe snr l r l ler  Soolv Owl\
a r c  c l o s c  t o  t h e  l r r g e r  l l i t f n ; r n d  G r a . s  O * l i  i n  s i z c .

SOOTY OWL

L c n g t h : 3 3 5 - . 1 9 0

(T.r'to tenebr icosa)

nm (  l , l  J  -  l9 *  inches)

\ ' ! ' ing:  16. .1- .1.10 nrrn ( l0 i -13* incnesr

' l 'n6n5;  ( , .1- l lo  nrnr  (21-31 inchcs)

. Young Maskcd Otl slpv ing tlrc lull lrutlvring
to th( to?s. For utrtrparis<ttt, a (;russ Owl
can ba s?c itr "Autt. Birt l l fat<|rcr", tol. .1,
no .  6 .  p .  197.

Inside toe claws: 27-37 mnr
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