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Sexing of Lewin's Honeyeaters
D. I. SMEDLEY

Data are presenled which show lhat the sexes of the Lewin s Honeyeater Metiphaga
lewini i  may be di l lerenl iated on the basis of wing-span measuremenl.

To Dcccmber 1976 a total ol 588 Lewin's
Honeyeaters havc becn banded at I luka on the
north coast of New South Wales by a number of
bandcrs who have visited the area irrcsularlv
s incc  1960.  Wing- rpan mcasurcmcnrs  hav i  been
rccorded for 4-50 birds usinc the mcthod described
by  D isney  (1966) .  Thc  spcc ies  is  no t  sexua l ly
dimorphic and thc following data demonstrate
that the sexes may be separated on the basis of
wrng-span measurement. Thc sample is consid-
ercd large enough to negate the slight differences
in mcasurements taken by individual banders.

Measuremenls

Wing-span measurcmcnts taken ranged from
274 mm to 330 mm. The accompanying histogram
of thc mcasurements (Fig, 1) shows two clcar
groups, a lowcr from 214 mm to 299 mm and
a highcr from 310 mm to 330 mm. The wing-
spans of thc 235 birds in th€ lower group aver-
aged 290 mm and that of thc 143 in thc higher,
3 1 7  m m .

However, a numbcr of othcr studies, Disney
(1966) ,  Lane (1973,  1974,  1976) ,  and Mor r is
(1975), has shown that birds of the year can
be cxpected to increase thcir wing-span measure-
ment after the moult of thcir f irst primarics. A
wing-span increase of between 6 mm and 16 mm
has bccn rccorded with immaturc Lcwin's Honey-
eaters at I luka. Becausc of thc irregularity of
banding visits to the area, regular measurements
are not available. A few birds that havc been re-
trapped show thc cxpccted incrcasc. Two such
examoles are 040-28086. which measured 287
mm ;hen banded on 11 December 1966 and
298 mm when rctrappcd on 2 Scptember 1969,
an increase of 1l mm, and 040-42629, which
measured 309 mm on 9 December 1966 and
32-5 mm when retrapped on 30 March 1975, an
incrcasc of l6 mm.

* Bands used were provided by thc Austral irn Bird-
banding Scheme, Division of Wildl i fe Research,
cstRo.
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At  I luka ,48  b i rds  havc  becn scxcd by  c loaca
cxrminat ion ,  as  dcscr ibcd  by  D isncy  (1967) .
Thirty-one males had wing-spans from 308 nlnl
to  330 mm,  w i th  an  avcragc  o f  318 mm.  Scve n-
tcen fcmales had wing-spans from 280 mm to
305 mm, with an avcrage of 293 mm. Thcsc
figures agrec closely rvith thosc for the two rangcs
in the histogram.

As an extension to thc banding data availablc
the collection of The Australian Muscum rvas
consulted to obtain information on spccintcns
lodgcd there. Wing-span nreasurcments of ninc
males ranged from 295 mm to 326 mnr ancl
that of scvcntccn females from 285 mm to 300
mm. In view of thc measurements of thc two
smallest malcs, 295 mm and 299 mn, both
recordcd as immatures, thc ovcrlap range of
wing-spans of large fcmales and snrall nralcs
must bc greater than that apparent from Figurc l

Conclusion

As with some other specics of honcycaters,
the majority of Lcwin's Honeyeatcrs may bc
sexually differentiated on thc basis of rving-span
measuremcnt. There is an overlap, but birds
with a wing-span above 308 mm can bc acccptcd
as males and thosc with a rving-span bclow 295
mm can be accep:ed as fcmales.


