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Thc boxes were placcd within an area of
4 ha on an east facing hil lside with the closest
bcing 8 m apart with each box positioned to
vary thc aspect of the entrance hole. Several
rvcrc fixcd to trees containing ncst holcs used
h)  For t \  spo t ted  Pcrda lo tes  in  p rev ious  se lson. .

Thc  th rcc  spcc ics  o f  p l rd r lo tcs  occur r ing  in
Tasnrania brcd rcgularly in the Tinderbox area
and thc .1 ha plot containing thc ncst boxes had
nrany old holes of all thrce spccics. At Tinderbox
thc Spottcd Pardalote P. purtctatus always tun-

plostrc hrrEed
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nclled its nest chilmbcr inlo a bank in the ground,
whercas the Forty-spotted and Striatcd P. striqlu.s
Pardalotcs mostly uscd trcc holcs. Bccausc thc
Forty-spotted Pardalotc bcgan breeding in
August beforc thc arrival of thc nigratory Striated
Pardalote it \\,as anticipatcd that nrore Forty-
spotted than Striatcd Pardalotcs would usc thc
boxes. This did not eventuatc and during four
breeding scasons the boxcs wcrc only uscd by
Striated ancl ncvcr by Forty-spottcd or Spotted
Pardalotcs.

Thc first occupution was two scasons (1971-
72) after installalion, when a pair of Striated
Pardalotcs was observed building in a box 2 m
abovc the ground on 29 September 1971. This
pair successfully raiscd thrce young. Two boxes
were occupicd the follorving scason (1972-73),
when clutchcs of four young werc successfully
raised in each box. Thrcc boxes wcre used in
the 1973-74 season and four in the 1974-7-5
season, but clutch sizcs and the numbers of
young succcssfully raised arc not known for
these occupancies. However, N. Brothers (pcrs.
contnt.) reported four newly hatched chicks in
one box on 17 November 1974. By this time
only fivc boxcs rcmained duc to two having
fallen dorvn ard anothcr bcing renoved by
children.

The hardwood used for construction of thc
ncst boxes was untreated "Tasntanian oak"
Eucalypttrs sp. and the boxes wcrc nailcd dircctly
to the trunks of nraturc trees using a 10 cm
strip of f lat galvaniscd iron at cach corner of
onc side. Thc opcning at thc back was hinged
with stout plastic and wircd shut bctwcen in-
spections. Thc circular cntrancc holc, diameter
3 cm, was locatcd closc to thc top of thc box
and a 2.5 cm roof ovcrhang prevcnted rain from
cntcrjng. Boxcs wcrc positioncd with thc front
slightly inclinccl to thc ground 10 facil i t i tc watcr

A Nest Box Used by the Striated Pardalote
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In June 1970 eighl nest boxes ol the design shown in Figure l  were t ixed to the
sides of eucalypl trees at Tinderbox in south-eastern Tasmania. The boxes were
posit ioned at heighls varying lrom 2 m to 4 m above the ground in an altempt to attract
Forly-spotled Pardaloles Pardalolus quadnginlus as part ol a study ol the ecology of
t h i s  spec ies ,
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run-ofl frorn lhc roof and a short perch was
fixcd undcr thc entrance hole.

It appcars that this nest box design is suitable
for thc Striatcd Pardalote because the internal
volunc (2 581 cn") and proportions allowed
thc nornral dome-shaped nest to be built and
thc usual clutch for this species to be successfully
raiscd in all cascs observed. Boxes sited lower
than 2 ln and higher than 4 m would also
probably bc suitable because I have recordcd
Striatcd Pardalotcs breeding in Tasmania in
nltural holcs from thc ground to 30 m above
-r:ro!nd lcvcl. Howevel, boxes placed much
highcr than 4 nr rvould become impracticable for
inspcction purposcs and thosc lowcr than 2 m
uould becontc ntorc vulnerable to predation.

A nrorc sccurc l lxine nrethod than the nailed
galvrniscd iron strips, such as adjustable wircs
or straps, should be used for longer l ife. The two
bo\cs  ih r l  f c l l  dosn r f rc r  four -yer rs  h ld  thc i r
strips brokcn bY bark growth outwards from the
t  ru  nk .

It is not readily apparent why Forty-spotted
Pardalotcs did not use thc boxes, becausi they
frcquentl), chosc vcrv poor nest sites close by
lhat failcd aftcr hcavy rain and were easily pre-
datccl. Pcrhlps rhc Sti iated Pardalote is faimorc

opportunistic in its choicc of sites than thc othcr
spccics and, with thc Spottcd Pardalotc which
digs its own ncst holcs, is at a considerable
sclcctivc advantagc ovcr thc Forty-spottcd Par-
dalotc. This could be onc of thc contributing
factors irr thc prcscnt dcclinc of the Tasmanian
cndcmic  p r rda lo tc .

Acknowledgcnrcni

I wish to thank Nigcl Brothers, of the Tas-
nranian National Parks and Wildlife Service, who
providcd me with inforrnation on thc occupants
o f  thc  nes t  boxcs  in  1973 and 1974.

David N,li l ledge, Dept. of Terrestrial Ecology,
The Australian Museum, Sydney, 2000.

Yellow-eyed Cuckoo-shrike
and Native Figs

Each year a party of Ycllow-eycd Cuckoo-
shrlke Coracirw Lineqta comes to our locality to
feast on thc fruit of a ltrge native fig tree
Ficris sp. This year thc birds arrivcd on l7 March
197'7, but thcy werc a l itt le early for the figs and
had to wait unti l thc end of March unti l these
ripened. The croD was so good that thc small
number of Cuckoo-shrikcs that stayed on for the
fcast could not eat all thc supply. The maximum
number of Cuckoo-shrikes counted in the tree
at any orc time this season was only seven,
including onc in imnrature plumage. The birds
nroved on when thc Monolepta bcetles started
0n the ngs on 24 April 1977.

It has been noted over the years that when these
bcctles move into a fruit ing or f lowering tree
the birds move out except for brief "reconnais-

slncc" visits. Sometimes aftcr thc beetles have
-qonc thc birds return to the trca to fced. I
havc not bcen ablc to detcrntine whethcr thc
bcctlcs rcpel thc birds by cmitting a smell or
\vhcther their prescncc in thc birds' feathers is
thc potent factor.
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