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The Use of Colour-bands on the Tibia of some Wading

' '  Obtainablc frorn: A. C Hughes. 1 HiSh
Hampton Hil l .  l { iddlescx, England

' '+ Obrri  able froml Booste. Industr ies, 45
Street. I \ ' tatra! i l le, N.S.W.

Ardca Dacifica; White-faced Hercn, Ardea novae-
lollandiae; Large Egret, Egretta albqi Nankeen
Nighrhcron, Nyctocorox caledonicusi Glossy
lbis, Plegadis lalcinellus; White Ibis, Threskiornis
nolucca; Straw-necked lbis, Threskiornis spini-
col/rs; Royal Spoonbill, Plataleq regisi Ycllo'rt-
bifled Spoonbill, Platalea llavipes; Black-tailed
Native Hen, Gallinul(t ventralisl Dusky Moorhen,
Gallinula tenebrosal Swamphen, Porohyrio por-
phlrio; and Coot, Fttlica atro.

Thc sarnc banding method could possibly bc
i rDpl icd to spccics of  crakcs,  \4adcrs and pul ls ;
howcvcr. in iome cascs lhe size of blnd uscd on
thc tarsus may not fit thc tibia. For cxample, in
banding studies by Lanc and van Gessel on
Koorag"ang Island, 

-Hunter 
River, N.S.W. (2crs.

cornnr.) iL was found that largcr bands were
rcqui red to f i l  the l ib ias of  P i rd St i l ts  HiDtat toP \
hi;nntoprrs, Whimbrcl Numenius Phacopus and
Japanesc Snipc Gallinago hardwickii.

Colour bandins on thc tibia of birds has bcen
successfullv carrild out for the last decade on
European'spoonbills, Platalea le ucorod ia in the
Netherlands.
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Sincc 1971, ibis and herons have bcen kept,
for bchavioural studics, in largc enclosures con-
taining we tland habitats at 'Gungahlin' Division
of Wildlife Rescarch, CSIRO, Canbcrra, A.C.T.

Thc birds were released in thcse enclosurcs
lftcr cach had been wing-clipped and bandcd on
thc trrsus with a metal band and with onc or
more cclluloid colour bands+. It was soon found
thrt whcn birds fcd in shallow water, thc bands
wcrc invisible. Morcover, when thc birds wcrc
standing on land thc bands werc often of l i tt lc
usc bccausc thcir colours wcre obscurcd by a
Jaycr  o f  rnud.

Durine 1975 thc colour bands rvcre rcmoved
from thttarsus and replaced with new oncs, which
wcrc fitted to thc tibia. In cvery case the same
band sizc as recommended for the tarsus fitted
ocrfcctlv on thc tibia. Thc ends of cach band
ivcre ccmentcd with acetone. Thc birds appeared
to have no diff iculties in walking. There was
sull icient room on thc tibia lor most birds to bc
fitted with two colour bands on cach leg.

When it was found that thc colour bands could
sti l l  bc covcred by mud, and that they fadcd
Lr ; rd ly .  s t r ips  o f  Scotch l i t c  t rpe**  werc  app l ied
crrcr thc bands. This self-adhcsivc lapc does nol
fadc and mud does not stick to it. It is availablc
in several bright colours and, as it may be used
in narrow striDs. different colour combinations
can bc put on one band for individual marking.

Soccics which havc since becn banded by this
mctLod at 'Gungahlin' arc: White-necked Heron,

Perry


