
A Visit to the Skerries Rocks, Victoria

D. BARTON

On 26 January 1977 I landed by dinghy from
thc fishing trawler Simon Bariona on to the
Iargcst of the thrce small rocky islets comprising
thc Skcrrics Rocks. These arc situatcd at the
cntri lncc ot the Wigan Rivcr in north-castern
\rictoria, about 30 km south-wcst of Mallacoota.

Apparcntly thcrc is no previous ornithological
rccord of a visit to thcse Rocks. Seruentv el a/,
{ l ( )71)  do  no(  rccord  i t  r i  a  b rced in !  ioca t ion
Ior  any  scab i rd  spec ics .

During thc visit thrce species of seabird werc
found ncsting on thc centre islet. Seven nests of
thc Litt lc Pcnguin Eudlptula rtinor contained
wcll-develoDcd chicks. four of which had almost
linishccl moulting their down. Thcre were four-
tccn ncsts of the Silver Gtll Larus novaehol-
lqtuliae wlth eggs and chicks; nine runners were
ncarby. Crcsted Tcrns Steflra bergii had 28 nests
\\ ' i th eggs and chicks, whilc 12 runners were on
thc cdge of thc colony. Also, a small number
of thesc birds was obscrved breedinc on thc
.ou th  i s le t .  bu t  rh is  i s lc r  was  no t  v is - i ted .

Thc Rocks are obviously a roosting place for
cormorants. Numerous Linle Pied Cormorants
I'lnlacrocorax tnelanoleucos perched about the
islcts during the day and weri joined by others
at night, when the roost was estimated to contain
somc 200 of thcse birds. Twentv-eisht Black
Curnrorants P. carbo werc rlso oerci 'ed about
lhc  i s le ts  t lu r ing  the  dry  and roos ted  rv i th  the
othcrs on thc north islet in the evening. Four
tslrck-frced Cormorrnts P. luscescens rl io came
in  lo  roos t  $ i th  the  o thers  in  the  even ing .

Trvo pairs of Sooty Oystercatchers Hacngtopus
itrl iginosus wcrc prcsent on the centre islet, but
thcrc was no sign of breeding. They may breed
on thc islet carlicr in the season. Likewise two
prirs of Red-capped Dotterels Characlrius rufi-
<apil lus were seen feeding on the north end of
tlrc ccntre islct. The only othcr bird seen during
thc visit uas i l Whitc-breasted Sea-easle F/a/rae-
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clus .leucogqster, rvhich circlcd thc Rocks in thc
eYenlng.

There is a seal colony, presumably .,{rclo-
caphalus prrsillus, on the southcrn islet, and
probably this is the rcason for the frequcnt
sightings of Whitc Sharks Carclnroclort carclutrias
close inshore.
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