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In the period covered by this Report, 59565 birds of
391 species were  banded. also there were 14515
recoveries of 249 species, including 7358 individuals
which were recovered for the first time.

the Scheme started in 1933 the totuls are
993755 hirds banded of 699 species and Y0109 in-
dividuals (9.1 ) recovered on 154246 occasions. The
fizures above are quoted from Table | which sets out
for each species the total numbers banded and recovered,
hoth for the current vear and also cumulative totals
from conmencement in 1953 to 1971,

Since

Contusion could arise. for Australiun readers of the
Report, from the fact that by o coincidence the total
of species banded under the Scheme. now 699, almost
reaches the number of spectes listed in The Official
Checkiise of the Birds of Awstralic (Second  Edition,
1926 Tt must ke remembered that peographically the
Scheme covers all  Austruliun  territories  from  New
Guinca  to Anturctice.  This  wide ranging  area, of
course, conluins many species nat listed in the localised
Aostradian Checklisl.

The totel of birds banded during 1970-71, namele
SU5S65, ix 12872 less than the previous Report. There
were substantial reductions in the numbers banded of
several species. particuiurly  of colonial nesters.

The FEuastern Silvereve awain provided  the lurge-t
handing total, 6Gi1. The Straw-necked Ibis was second,
4459—ull nestlings. Other species of which more than
2000 were banded in 1970-71 are: Pied Cormorant
39790 Crested Terns 3712; Wedge-tailed Shearwater 3649:

Shori-taited  Shewrwater: 2993 Black Cormorant 2274
and Stubble Quail 2228,

The 1970-71 recovery records of 14505 birds ex-
ceeded the previous Report by 1898, This includes

birds recovered dead, and alse those recovered alive—
sometimes

on more than one occaston—and  relensed
Sl wearing their bands.
The  Author of the Report considers as  highly

eratifying the increase in recent
of bunded birds recovered in relation to the total  of
birds handled, ie, all banding and recovery records.
He points oul. too, some incidental activities which
muy  temporarily reverse this increuase.

veurs in the percentage

Tuble 2
poried

sets out g Selected List of Recoveries re-
since 1 July 1970, This Table 2 occupies 47
pages of the Report and is full of ‘meat” for any
reader interested in the life and movements of birds.
The Author has provided o preat wealth of annotations
which enhance and bring 10 life the formal Labulations.
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The four maps used to iltustrate the movements of
Short-tailed  Shearwaters, White Ibis, Whistling Kites
and Pied Currawongs immediately convey their meaning
in o way which the same space covered with mere
printed words could never uachieve, It is hoped that
this feature muy bhe expanded.

Foreign recoveries during the yeur included shear-
waters from the sea near Jupan; giunt petrels Tound in
New Zealund and South America: 15 Wandering Alba-
trosses bunded off the coast of New South Wales and
recovered on the Crozet Islands, and o Sacred King-
fisher banded near Mudgee. N.S.W .. which was recovered
from the Trobriand Islands, Papua.

Long distance movements* within Australia reported
during the year include: a Little Penguin, 309 miles:
another one 167 miles; a Stubble Quail 424 miles: a
Hoary-headed Grebe 360 miles; a Black Cormorant
50 miles: o Little Bluck Cormorant 350 miles: u
Crested Tern 1040 miles: a4 White Ihis 1410 miles:
a Straw-necked Tbis 1570 miiles. and many more.

The Moult Inguiry has produced 10 9 November
1971 a total of 2500 completed cards returned to the
Banding Office since December 1969, These comprise
IS18 cards on 100 species of non-passerines. and 982
cards on 97 species of passerines. Soeme further details
are given. In this initial <tage the policy is to aceepl
cards even if the birds for which they were compiled
were nol moulting or were only undertaking o partial
moult of the body feathers.

Table 3 setting out Notable [ongevity Records re-
ported during 1970-71 expands the figures given last
yeur for 20 species and lists 5 additional 1o thove sel
out in the previous Report for 1969-70,

The Report's Introduction sttes thal there were 119
active A" Class during 1970-71, an increase of 6 on
the previous year. These were assisted hy 62 "B’ Class
banders, the same as the previous year. The number
of each cliss is listed by State or Territory, This make
it very plain that only a few banders are working
in the northern half of the Continent. Clearly, the
Schenmte has o great deal of fundamentat general fact-
finding yet 10 do 10 provide a sound busis for planning
later antensive study  of individual  species.

When discussing recoveries the Author sets out that
the basic results of any bird banding organisalion must
be judged, not on the number of birds banded. but
on that data oblained from subsequent recovery (alive
or dead) or observation of bunded birds. In Banding
News, which is circulated privately 10 the Scheme's
bunders, he has emphasised that results of banding
work will serve no useful purpose 1o ornithology unless
they ure mude available 1o others and that this can
only be done by documenting the results in un ornitho-
logical journal. He goes nmuch further by adding that
there are muny people. including himself. who will
help faunch banders on their first publication. No doubi
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It was o oleasure tor him to list in this Report the
titles and authors of 19 publications, relating in whole
or in part to banding studies or techrigues, which had
appeared  durtng 1970271, and  slso that these bhring
the total since 1933 1w 198 such results,

I'be Author s to be congratulated for setting out
i his tabalations and introductory text u great wealth
of vital information in a readily acces-ible form.

Ehe salue of the material o the users of this Report
would be greatly enhanced if means could be found
o compress the printing and  distribution  period  so
thitt the Report pecame availuble well within the vear
tollowing s closing dale.

1.5 ROBERTSON, Wellington Poing, Qid,

The disianees are in miles 1o confarnt with the Report.
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NEW MEMBERS

Full Members:

BROADBENT, Dr I, A, 22 Borenia Parade. l.uparno,
N.S. W,

TARBURTON. M. K.. Biology Department. Carmel
College, Carmel, W.A.

Assocviale Members:

BROWN, A, J., 4 Bunyuna Avenue, Wahroonga, NS W,
HUGHES, T. H., 2I Hills Avenue, Epping. N.S.W,
Junior Members:

POPPLE. S.. 34 Adeline Strect, Faulconbridge, N.S.W,
Change of Status:

The following member, having been granted a hand-
ing permit, has become a Fuil Mgmber.
CHIRGWIN, Miss A. E., 85 New Farm

Pennant Hills, N.S.W,

Road. West

Bird Banding Supplies

Although the supplier’s prices for mist nets
hive nisen. particularly for wader nets, currency
changes have enabled the Association to retain
existing prices for the present. The following
are the prices for supplies stocked by the Mist
Net Service of the Association.

Standard Mist Nets
.

Black terviene, 3-shelf, 1
thread.

dingonal mesh, lightweight

20011 x 9 qt S h.R0 N nx 9 ft $ 9.25
HE x9Nt $11.78 60 ft x 9 fi $16.30
special Large 3.shelt Nets

Other spectfications as for standard nets

30 ft x 12 1t $12.15 Hy ft x 12 f1 $15.60

Wader Nets

Black tervlene. 3-shelt. 27 diagonal mesh, lightweight
thread,

40 1 x v STO00 GOt x 9 $15.60
Duck Nets

Black terviene. 3-shelf, 37 mwesh heavvweight thread.
[STEI S I $12.00

Bulk Netling

Available inoany desired length. Bluck terylene, no

shelf strings, 117 mesh, lightweight thread, 3 ft high.
Suitable for repairing nets. extending the height of nets,
tor «ingle shelf work in heathland «crub, in grassland
(for quaily. along forest tracks with low undergrowth,
or alone swamp edges
Per 1 vards $2.00

Never Bulk netting is mensured with the mesh streiched.
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Repair Material

65 cents per spool
65 cents per spool

Thread—Tfor net repair
—for shelf strings
Netling necdles . 25 cents each
Dircctions for repair are included in the publication
The Use of Mist Nets in Awstrafia, (CSIRO Division

of Wildlife Rewearch Technical Paper No. 8. 1965).

Perola Spring Balances

50 g tlong) $8,75 3 g (long) $8.75
Other sizes are made and  although not  stocked.

they can be obtained on request within a few weeks.
Prices are simibar to those stocked.

Orders: Should be addressed 10—

Mr S, 1. Wilson, The Bird Banders™ Association
of Australia,
2 Scott Street, NARRABUNDAH, ACT. 2604,

Cheques should be made payable 10 the Assoviation
and money orders made payahle at Canberra G.P.O.
Banders are requested 1o temit ‘cash®  with order.
Banders quote vour CSIRO permit number: Victorian
banders please alsu quotle your State mist nel permit
number.

Postage: Nets and balances will be forwarded by
registered mail; it is requested that postage be added
to remittances to cover this cost, which s approxi-
mately 75 cenis for one net or one balance and one
dollar for two nets.

Note: All prices guoted are subject to 12! per cemt
discount to financiat Full Members (licensed banders)
of The Bird Banders’ Association of Australia,



