
7|rc Austrtliqn Bird Bqnder December, 197 3

SEABIRD ISLANDS

Locat ion :  28"  l2 '  S . ,  l -53 '  35 '  E . ;  1  km o f i
Fingal Hcad and ,1 knt south-cast of Tweed
Hcr rJs .

Stahls: Nature Reserve controlled by the National
Parks anci Wildlifc Scrvice (N.S.W.): entry pcr-
mi t  rcqu i rcd .

Description: 500 m by 25O n; 4.7 ha; a rock
platfornl partly surrounds a roughly oval-shaped
platcau which rises to solnc 30 m; the eastern
lnd south-eastern sides are mainly precipitous.
Exccpt for thc rock platform the Island is well
covercd with vcgetation. There are scattered
clunrps of 'Tuckeroo' Cupaniopsis anacqrdioides
ull to sone three netres in height, and grasses,
tussocks and creepers etc.; Wandering Jew
Tt qdesccuttiq ulbil ktru predoninates. Other plants
include Diqnalla cuerulea, Parsonsia straminea,
Mtusdettitt rostruta, Lotnandra longilolia and
C ttrytbrat us glauce scens.

Landing: Onto rocks on the south-western side
and difl icult cxcept in calm seas.

Ornithological Historv: A. J. North? recorded
that cggs of the Crcsted Tern were taken on
Cook Island in Septernbcr 1890. No other visits
by ornithologists werc recorded unti l 8 December
1963,  rvhen H.  Bat tnn ,  S .  G.  Lane and J .  L iddyr
spent four hours on the Island and lound Wedge-
tailcd Shcarwatcrs breeding but no signs of nesting
by  tc rns  or  gu l l s .  On 23  Ju ly  1967,  F .  K .
Hcrsey found no shcalwaters but saw a Reet
Hcron and flushed a Litt lc Bittern Ix<tbrychus
,rit lr/I/r.r Irom a srnall swampy area on the lower
p rt of the Island.

Rreeding Seabirds and Status

Pull intts pucifiuts Wedge-tailcd Shearwatcr
Brccds cxtensively ovcr the Island; cstinated that
sonrc 2000 (plus) pairs were brceding in 1963.
Probably present to breed from August to early
May.

Stcrnu bergii Crcsted Tern-Recorded breeding
by North!. Local f ishermen statcd that the terns
nest'some years but not others'. Breeds during
spring and summer.
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Factors Allecting Status
A hut built by fishermen prior to 1963 has

been used at irregular intervals by fishing parties.
The cffect on the breeding seabirds is not known
but is probably mininal. 
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OTHER VERTEBRATES
None recordcd. (No record was made during
the  v is i t  in  1963 ) .

Other Seabirds Recorded
P h al ac t ocorc\ ca I b o ltl.,\ck Cof norant
Larus novueholkotdia" Silver Gull
Eltktl( sacra Reef Heron

Banding
P. pacificus-245 adults banded; one rccovery
22 km south.
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