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Fuscous Honeyeaters in the Mudgee District
Fronr  Septenber  1965 to  March  1973,

,13 banding trips were urade to niy banding
station in the Munghorn Gap Nature Reserve,
3 8 km east of Mudgec, New South Wales.
The liabitat and banding site were described
previouslv (Morris 1967) when infornation
was givcn on the Yellow-tufted Honeyeater
Mcliplrugo ntclqtlops iu that area. The visits
were from one to three days duration and
on each occasion in addition to banding, an
cstimate was made of the nuniber of birds
of cach species observed.

The Rcserve, 5lt2l ha, consists mainly of dry
sclerophyll forests, and Fuscous Honcyeaters
M. lusc.t nlc lcasonably common throughout al-
though not recorded on every visit. ln the period
of thc study 124 Fuscous Honeyeaters were
bandcd, but only two havc bcen retrapped and
no recovcries have becn repo.ted away from the
band ing  p lucc .  Cox  and Hami l ton  (1889)  re -
corded thilt this species was ". common
evcrvwherc Ii.e. in the Mudgcc di,strict], cggs
Scptcnrbcr to Novembcr or later." However, this
hls not bcen m1, experience, for in lJ2 visits
to the Mudgce district and 53 visits and banding
trips to thc Munghorn Reservc in over eight
vcars. I havc not obscrved Fuscous Honeycatcrs
ncsting or fccding young anywhcrc in the district.
Ncvcrthcless it is Possiblc thrt some breeding
clocs occur.

Bunding drta and sight obscrvations inclicate
tlri l t Fuscous Honcyealtcrs i lrc prcscnt throughout
the year although I have no records for August.
Numbers are grcatest for thc period December
to  Junc ,  whcn l l5  were  caught  and 448 ob-
scrvcd. ln contft lst, during the period July to
Novcrubcr .  l l  were  caught  and I2  obscrved!
Fronr thcsc data it would scern that thc Fuscous
Honcycaters apparcntly vacate at least the Mung-
horn Gap arca during what must be their
b recd ing  scason.

All birds caught for banding arc exurined for
tl 'rc colours of thc soft parts and this information
recordccl. Thc majority of birds thus exarmined
in thc Dcccr ber-July period had yellow gapes,
lrorn colourcd bil ls rvith dark tips, and ycllow
cyerings, typical of the non-brceding soft part
co lours  o f  thcse  b i rds  ( i -ane 1974) .

Only l ive of the 124 birds banded had black
bil ls, black gapes and dark eyerings. These were
caught  in  Ju ty  (1 ) ,  Septcmbu ( l ) ,  Oc tober
(2) ,  and Dccember  ( l ) .  A lso ,  onc  b i rd  (021-
48815)  wh ich  had a  ye l low gape and ye l low
cyering when bandcd on l6 Novcmber 1965, was
retrapped on 31 Octobcr 1967 when it had a
hlack gapc and dark eyering.

In addition, six birds were trapped which ap-
parently wcre undertaking a change in soft part
colours. Two caught in Deccmber had yellow
gapcs and black bil ls; two caught in January
had pale gapes, black bil ls and dark eye-ring.
On each occasion the soft part colours of thc
second bird rccovcred (banded in December
l96ll and rctrapped in April 1969) were yellow
gape, horn-coloured bil l  with a dark tip, ard
yellow eycring.

From this cvidcnce it would appear that in the
Mudgce district at prcscnt, non-brecding flocks
of Fuscous Honeyeatcrs are comnron during
summer and autur-Dn in Eucalyptus forests donri-
natcd by White Box Eucal_t-ptus a/6ers, Thc birds
havc yellow gapes, horn-colourcd bil ls with dark
tips, and ycllow eycrings. Thc majority depart
in July apparently to brced clscwhere, whcn they
probably undergo a colour change of the soft
parts. Thcy return in Decenrber when the soft
part colours of the rdults are changing, or in
later 'arrivals' have chzrnged, to yellow gape
and ycllow eyering. This information compie-
mcnts that recorded by Spurge (1968) on soft
part colour changcs of Fuscous Honcyexters in
the Sydncy rcgion.

References

Cox,  J .  D .  and H ln i l lon ,  A .  G.  (1889) .  A  L is l  o f
lhe f l i rds oi the Mudgec Distr ict,  Prr)c. I- ira. . t  c.
. l :  395-424.

Lane, S. C. (1974), Colonr Change in Soft P.rr ls of
Fuscous Honeyeaters',  Aust. Bitd Batulcr 12. 55-57.

Morris, A. K. (1967), 'Yel low{ufled Honeyeaters in
the Mudgee Distr ict ' ,  .4 a.rr.  Bitd l luntur 5:53-54.

Spurge. P. J. ( 1968). Varir l ion in Fuscous Honey-
ealers' .  /rr t .  I l i r t l  I lander 6: 58-59.

A. K. Morri:;,
20 Harrison Strccl,

Old Toongtrbbie, N.S.ll .

5 8


