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BANDING AND RECOVERY REPORTS

Bird Report:  1970 and 1971. Compiled by D. R. Wells
1974. Mala\uu N(tut( Jouttut l  2'7: 30-49.

This repoft covers 1\r 'o years, 1970 and 1971. A total
of 3895 bircls of 220 species was r inged in 1970 and
l5l0 birds of l7l  species in 1971. The lwenty f ive "dis-

lant '  recoverics (more than a mile fronr banding site)
l l rc tabulalcd. Ovcfseas rcports were al l  for Barn
Swallows. four in North Korer and one in North Viet-
nanl. The lwelve recoveries of Black Crowned Night-
hcrons confirmcd the local nature of dispersal.  Special
lct ivi t ies reported are ornithological surveys by bird
ringing projecl personnel. Banding of night-f lying mig-
lants continued as in previous yeirrs. -fhe known periods
of passage nl igral ion were exlended for l9 species. A
systemalic secl ion l isls records for I24 species and
lhere is a recenl l i leralure secl ion for the region.

ANALYTICAL STUDIES

Range Extremes for Ring-bill€d Gulls from the Gr€at
l ,ak€s Region. Wil l iam E. Southern and Frank R.
Moore. 1974. lnlanl Bird Banrl inp Nefs 46: 83-87.

Recovery dalr indicaled that the exchange rate be-
tlveen the two regions was low, there were no records
of individuals bfcedinS outside the geographical region
in lvhich ihey were reared. Maps and tables i l lustrale
rccovery oaIa,

Itccoveries of lhosn-head€d Cowbirds Banded at Sand
Lak€, South lhkota. Olin E. Bray. John \V. De crazio,
Joseph L. Guarino :rnd Robert C. Streeter. 1974. Inland
It ir . l  Bandins N"r.r 46: 204-209.

This paper presents informalion on geoglaphical and
season:r l  dislr ibution of 20 recovcries of Brown-headed
Cou/birds, Mt otltrus itrl and discusses recovery rates.
lhe rccovery rate for normally banded cowbirds was
(1.49/.  ̂nl  cou,birds banclccl with pl lst ic leg streamers
1.4./.  .

Large Scale Ringing of Young Gulls and Terns in
F,stonia "Operation l-arus". S Onno. 1974. Thc Rinp 78
1 t7  -119 .

. ' fhis 
is Ihe leport for 1972-73 of investigations started

in 1959 into popuhtion ecoloSy of the Conlmon cul l .
(he Arct ic 

_fern 
and Common Tern. Mortal i ty rate of

adult Common Culls ha\ been estimaled as low (10,
I 2 ' l .  Pe I  yc r r ) .

llird Ringing in the calapago! Island. M. P. Harris,
l t) i  4. Ttu l< i  n!1, 79.13 | -131.

Bird r inSing activi t ies carr ied out by workers attached
lo the Charles Darwin Research Station in the Galapagos

ls lands to the end of  1973 arc dela i led.  Intensive
retrapping of Waved Albatrosses has shown that the
age of  f i rs t  breeding is  m ch lower than that  in any
other a lbatross species,  ancl  posl  f fedgl ing and adul t
surv ivals are extrenrely h igh ( in excess of  90 per cenl
per year) .

The oldest  oI  the Drrwin Finches banded, Ceo.tp izd
rcan. ]?t1s  ̂nd G. lor t is .  h^d at ta ined ages in excess of

TECHNIQUES

Ageing Swamp Sparro*s by Plurnage. John and Heather
Riggins. i974. Intand Bi,d Banding News 46: 5'9

Swamp Sparrows wilh fuuy ossif ied skul ls were found
to have gtey s[perci l l ixry l ines (over the eye) and birds
with incomplele ossif ied skul ls alwnys had buffy or
buffy-yel low superci l l iafy l ines.

Criteria for Sexing Eastern Blu€birds in Juvenil€ Plum-
age. Benedicl C. Pinkowski. 1974. I  land Bird Banding
N"l 'r  46: 88-91.

A method of sexing by plumage colour of young, nest-
ling and juvenile Eastern Bluebirds, si.ilid rialrr is de'
tai led. Dull  and dingy blue indicated females and bright
blue indicated nlales. Dimculty in sexing nestl ings oc-
curred when the broods were al l  of one sex.

MISCELI,ANEOUS

Life Table Analysis for the White Pelican. Lawrence E.
Slrai l  and Norman F. Sloan. 197.1. Inlantt Bird Banding
Ncrrr 46: 20-28.

tsand wear and loss causes the calculaled mortal i ty
rate 1() increase and the l i fe expcctancy to be lowered.

Rird llanding as aD [ducational Method. Chrissie
Maclay. 1974. Lrland l t i td BoainR Ne./|s 16. 163-167.

An addit ion to rescarch work.rt  M.rnomel Bird Ob-
serv:rtory is educaaion!l  school visi ls. visi ts rr€ con-
ducted by trained volunteers i lnd a descript ion of the
organisal ion and I inrs of visi ls is given.

Mortality in Ringing - A Personal Viewpoint. Dr
Sturrt Houston. 1971. TIrc Ri u 80: 157-161.

The author argues that a percentage mortal i ty is
just ined as thc uni l  of sludy is the bird populat ion not
the individual, and suggests the col lect i()n of data con-
cerning the benefi l :  r isk ral ios in cach aspecl of bird
ringing. Examples of mortal i ty caused by r inging in
hrwks and colonial birds are given.

Birds Showing Abnornralitics. Bernard N. Brauchoud,
1974. lulukl Bird BanlinR N(, lr .r  .16:95-100.

Fron1 the banding of 33 1,12 birds of 177 species.
l tbnofmali t ics l lnd plumage varirt ions were noted.
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Anrlysi,  presented is in three lables including the per,
centirgc ()f  the lotal banded that were abnormal and
l conrprr ison between cavity nesters and non-cavity
neslers. Cavity neslers were shown !o have a higher
f - r ( ( n l i . ! (  . ' f  l e t  : . n .1  t , ' c  ubn , r rmr , l i t i e r .

llllcct5 of Prairic llDrning on Mi$ant Birds. Peter C.
Pctersen 1974. thla l  l l inl  Banding Nct|s 46:131-139.

Bif( l  usale of an areu before and after burning is
( l iscLr \ed. i ,s re{lected by mist nei l ing.

llirds of r CangnDa-Alder Wind-Row near a Wyoming
Sfrip N,f ine. J. w. I  odd, 1971. Inlund Biul Bandins News
. 1 6 : 1 6 8 -  l 7 l .

Incfcrscd development of snrf.rce mines results in
decrease in bifd habitat.  _Ihis paper describes environ-
nrent!r l  stLrd!, using nett ing and trapping for a reclama-
l ion pl i ln lo Iestr)re i !nd improve the habitat for birds
r f l e f  n r i n i ng .

' I 'wo Kestrcl Ncstings. Merit  B. Skaggs. 1974. Inla d
BiRl Barul i t t !  N., lr ' . !  46:l7l-176.

Obscrval ions of breediDg and behaviNr of the
American Kestrel are detai led.

It i rd Rcpo , I972-73. Compilcd by Brian Glover. 1975.
. \ .  Au : t .  On .  26 :175 -11 i0 .

' l -he report is for the period I loly 19'72 to 30 June
1971, covering 321 species of birds reported in South
ALrstr.r l ie. Of special interest the invasion' of the Black-
lai led Nalive-hen and a Sooty Tern record.

llirds of the Gawler Ranges, South Australia. J. B.
P r l on ,  1975  S .  A t ! s t .  O rn .  26 :180 -193 .

A descript ion is given of the Gawler Ranges north
of Eyre Peninsula, the former home of the Night
Parrot G..)pritracrrr occklentalis. A history and bird
l isl  fof lhe rrer is given. A comparison between the
ye.rrs 1902 l tnd 1912, and 19'12-19'73 can be nrade in
lhe table l ist ing birds observed.

Kestrel Study ()roup

A Kestrcl Study Group has been formed
rccently in Sydney, the main objectives being -

I. 
' [b 

co-ordinatc kestrel study in N.S.W.

2. To collect and collatc data primarily to
rscertain plumage progression, age and sex
cnaracters.

Thosc interested in pa(icipating are invited to
contact

Durryl Sntedlet,
I Treyone Street,

Paclstow, N.S.W. 22I I .

Reviews
'lhe Dictionary of Birds in Colour by Brucc Canpbcll.
Michael l- td. London 1974. pp. 352, col.  pl.  1008, f igs. 9.
303  l nm x  230  mm.  $Aus t . l 5 .95 .

Presenled as a cobur photogrilphjc dictionary cover-
ing the birds of the world, this book acbieves a high
standrrd of presentalion wilh a concise, accurate text,
I t  may be used as r highly informative text book on
the world's bards or as a book to browse through at

lntroduclory chapters deal adequately with The
Faunal Regions, Origins and Species, The Bird's
Analomy, :rnd Classif icat ion; the sequence of orders and
fanri l ies is essential ly that of the Check-List ol Birds ol
th., l4/orld by J. L. Peters.

The bulk of tlre book is taken up wilh dre section of
colour i l lustrat ions which are grouped togelher, and
consisl of 191 pages conlaining 1008 i l lustral ions. Mostly
the colour pholographs are of a very high quali ty both
in photographic nnd print ing merits. Some show a loss
of shadow detai l  due either 1() faulty colour separation
or heevy print ing; this gives them a very dark
appearance wilh a loss of clari ty in the darker areas.
One (823) has been inverted in the prinl ing, while a
few must have been included for their rarity and not
their qual i ty; they may have been better omitted.

'fhe 
text is concise wilh each species being covered

in about 90 words. There is a brief description of range
and distr ibution, but no mention of status. Descript ions
of male, female, and immature where known, voice,
nesting and behaviour are given, providing considerable
info[mation in the space available. There is a numerical
cross reference to the photographs to facilitate use of
l h e  l e x l ,

I t  is  inevi labl€ thal  there are some inaccuracies,  which
are obvious wi lh bet ter-known birds.  These include,  for
example, the reference to the range of the Galah which
incorrect ly  excludes the east  and west  coast :  the malg
Easlern Spinebill is stated as having a grey crown instead
of b l : rck:  and the Li t t le  watt lebird having a smal l  red

Also i t  is  surpr is ing thal  the tex!  mater ia l  for  the
Grey-bleasl€d Si ivereye has been based on data f rom
New Zealand where i t  is  a comparat ively recent  arr ival ;
there hrs been a weal th of  mater ia l  publ ished on th is
species in Austra l ia dur ing the past  decade, inc luding i ls
migral ion pat tern which is  not  ment ioned.

The book is of a large formrt, is well printed and
strongly bound,: rnd can be reconlmended as an addi t ion
ro any orni thological  l ibr : r ry.

8 7

A. J. I .EISHMAN, Ingleburn, N.S.W.


