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I n  r r  pc r i od  o l  o \ c r  l l t r ec  ) ( a r s  l r , , l l l  l e66  t o  1969 .
crtcr i  tr tu,,ryzu/t c) d/1L//a werc blndcr. l* mainly uith the
facial skin colour and age.

[ 'hc results were ri lther unsuccessful, as many
young bircls which could havc yiclded valuable
data wcrc not rctrappcd often cnough, This was
parily blcausc thc banding took place at two
widcly scp ratcd locations; f irst at Westwood
and tlrcn lt Dril lham follorving my transfer there
in  l96 l t

1'hrcc clistinctly dil iercnt colour types on the
I lc ia l  sk in  \ \ c rc  i lpparent .

Flcdgling ycllow-grey
Juvcnilc-olive-green
Ailult-blue

Thc ycllorv-grcy face and thc green face each
sccnr to bc rctuined for at least six months, but
as cxpcctcd thcrc wcrc many internediate stages
lnrong thc birds traopcd. Just how old are the
biri ls at thc various colour stages? The answer is
no t  vc t  c lcar .

ln  Iab lc  I  thc  uppcr  fac ia l  sk in  has  becn
tlivit lccl fronr thc lorvcr lacial skin by a "l ine"

nlrnost horirontal at cyc lcvel. This "l inc" was
foL couvclricncc of recording, as the upper and
lorvcr face colours gradually blcnd. The table
givcs unpcr fucc, lower facc and gapc colours
lirr loLtr birds at datc of banding and at dates
of subscqucnt recaDturcs- In the casc of colour
conrbinations. such as ycJlow-green or green-
r t l l , r r .  t l r t .  I l r : l  n t io l ion( .d  p redor r r in : r les .

Plcsunring thal thc birds l istcd in thc tablc
wclc rcsll iogs in sprint of onc ycar, they had
lot achicvccl full adult face colour in twelvc
nronths. although thc last threc l istcd showed
sonrc sign ol bluc. lt woultl bc a fair assumption
lhat thcy rchicvc their fuil adult facc colour (two

+ Ilanrl.t u!?l \t (rc
ht t td ing S(hr nc,
c-t/no.

Other Inforrnation
Of the 211 birds banded, 16 werc adults and

l2 were juvcniles. The avcrage length of the 28
birds bandcd was 286 nm, ranging from 262
mm to 320 mnr. All birds were caught in a four-
cell dropJid trap using bread crusts as bait.

Possible Movcrnent
Observation records indicated that Blue-faced

Honeyeaters wcre present at Westwood through-
out thc yclr. Howcver, 10 of the 19 birds banded
there wcrc ucvcr retrapped and four wcre tc-
trapped orcc only.

The birds traoped in 1968 included none of
the individuals apparcntly "resident" in 1966.
The birds tftrpped in 1967 includcd only two out
of nine originally bandcd in 1966. This may
indicate a population changc through nornadic
tendcncies, or jn somc cascs death, with new"rcsident" birds taking over cach l2 to l8
months.

Further banding studies may provide answers
to the queries and also add to our knowledge of
these birds.

Acknowledgements
I wish to thank Mr D. Purchase, Secretary

Australian Bird-bandinq Schcrne, and Mr S. G.
Lane for rssistance during the preparation oi
thesc notes.

'I 
lrc Au.srrali0rt Bird Bandcr Junt, 1976

b) the Australian Biftl-
ol Wildlile Research,

28 Blue-faced Honey-
intention of associating

blues) and lhc bluc-tingcd gapc only afrer rwo
ycam.

F. J. Alexandcr,
Stqte School,

Killarney, Qld.

5Z



Tlte Au.\trqlian Bird Bandcr Vol. 14, No.2

TABLE 1
Facc and gape colours of four birds at date of banding and subsequent recapture dates

G.tpc

o10-93 | 17

070,9:r I  50

070 ,91  l 6q

070,91 r 9 r

27 .9.61
21.t0.67
30.4.68
|  5 .9 .67
21  .9  . 61
23 .10 .67
21 .3 .69
2 .7 .69
13.7.69
t_5 .9 .69
10 .10 .69

Dark Grey
Yellow-8reen
Yellow-green
Olive
Yellow-grey
Yellow-grey
Grecn
Yello\ Lgrey
Yellow-green
Yello\,v green
Yellow-green
Cteen-yel low

Yellow
Yellou,

Yel lo$,

Yel low
Yel low

Yel lo$

Yel lo$,
Ycl low

I)ark Crey
Dark Crey
Dark Crey
Dark Grey
Dark Grey
Creen
I-i-qht blue
Grey-green
Grey-green
(;rey-blue to Lighl blue
Light blue
I- ighl blue
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Nomenclalure and

Classification
As a changc of format and tit lc are cont€ln-

platcd for this Journal lor 1977, and as it is
p roposcd to  puh l i sh  an  Index  fo r  Vo lunrcs  (  l -14)
io  ihc  cnd o f  lg70 .  lhe  cx is t ing  po l i cy  cover ing
nomcnclaturc and classification wil l rcnlain un-
changcd this year.

Thc Checklist of t lta Birds ol Australia Part 1
(RAOU 1975) is followed for Non-passerincs:
for Passerincs, The Ofiicial Chacklist ol t lrc Birds
ol Au.stralio (Second Edition, 1926) and sub-
scqucnt anrendments is followed generally.

Anv dccision rcssrdinc. lhe usc of lhc l leriDl
Lirr , i l  Attsrrqlian lSoncl,id,. Passerines ( Schodde
1975) wil l bc advised in clue course.
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