ThciAmrra[fan Bird Baqd(’r

Decenther,

1971

REVIEWS

Sixteenth  Annual Report of the Australian  Bird-
banding Scheme, July 1969 10 June (970, by . Pur-

chitse, Division of Wildlife Research Technicul Paper
No. 22, CSIRO (Melhourne) 1971.

Table 1 of this Report lists the 680 spevies of birds
banded frem the inception of the Scheme in 1953
to 30 June 1970 and gives details of the number
of bandings  wnd  recoveries for  each speCics.

[t appears that in 361 species, the total number of
birds banded is less than fifty. The species in which
the greatest number of birds have been banded are ih>
Eastern Silvereye (100,103 ) and the Silver Gull (925491,
Between them, these two species make up 20.6% of
the total of all bhirds bunded (934.190). Thirteen
thowsand. two hundred and forty-five of the Silvereyes
(1327 ) have since been recovered a total of 30,775
times, Three thousand. «even hondred and thirty-ane
of the Silver Gulls (4.07% ) have since been recovered
a totad of 4238 times,

During 1969-1970, 72,437 bhirds of 387 species wore
banded. the Fastern Silvereye and the Picd Cormoerunt
providing the greatest numbers: 7.475 and S.84% oo
spectively.

Twelve thousand. six hundred and seventeen recovery
records of 232 species were received during the veur.
counting multiple recoveries of the same bird. The
tetal number of birds recoverel 1953-1970 (82.952)
represents 8.9 of all birds banded during thet period.

There ure now three species {among those of which
more than 1,000 birds have been banded) where the
number of recoveries exceeds the number b nded. Thes:
srecies (1ittle Penguin, Spotted Turtle-dove and Black-
backed Mugpie) arc of course birds which are or
have bheen under intensive study and which are either
sedentiary or recort regularly (o one place.

Tuble 2 of the Report gives full Jdata for 205
recoveries {in 77 species) reported during th: vear.
selected by the author presumably on the grounds of
their particular interest, These inclide o number of
foreign recoveries, mainly  of seabirds. Most of the
srectreular long-distance  recoveries within Anstraliy
wre of non-pus erines. In most cases, the author has
snnotated  the various recoveries, so that their signi-
ficance can be better appreciated. There are five maps
showing the dispersal of particular species,

Table 3, which appears for the first time. is entitled
“Longest clapsed time hetween bandine :nd recovery
for selected species up to 30 June (970", This tuble
deals with one bird from each of 28 non-posserine
species and 24 puasserine  seecies. In ench cise. the
table gives the band number. the degree of maturity
ot banding, whether the hird was recovered alive or
dend, areference o the remort in this series where
Ml datis are published and the elap cd time between
bunding and recovery.

In every cuse the elapsed time is more thon six
vears: for two of the nmasserines and for 17 of the
non-prsserines, it s omore thun 10 vears. The author

comments It is of intorest 10 note in particulur the
longevity  records for some  of the na serines. The
increasing number of records of passerines living long
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periods indicates that they are not iselated  instanees
and sugpests that the known lifetime of many specivs
will be extended during the ne.t few years™.

The  Report  alse deseribes the  banching of o
“Moult Inguiry™ under the cuspices of the Bird-banding
Scheme in December 1969, Cards are issued to banders.
who record details of the state of moult of an individual
bird on @ card and return it 10 the Bamding Office.
The Office will muke the cards availuble for study
hy interested persons. on the understanding that those
who have coliected the dutn have a prier claim 1o il

co-unerative
hianders  have

South Wales

Some account i, also wiven of two
rrojects in which groups of smatenr
been engaged for some years. The New
Aibatross Study Group has banded  well over 2,000
Wundering  Albatrosses off the coust of New Sonth
Wales (71 of which have subsequently been recovered
on sub-ontarctic dslands) and bua- recovered 24 birds
hianded elsewhere. Members of the Victosian Ornitho-
logical Research Group have been working on the
Flame Robin, an altitudinal  migrant- “honding most'y
in the wintering arcas of the svecies. So fur, none
has been recovered away from s handing rlace but
infarmatien on ather cspects of the Life of this bird is
accumulating,

Australion banders will 0 some extent be already
fumiliar - with a-pects of these studies, accoums of
which have been published from time to time in The
Awst. Bird Bander and in other journals. 11 secms
entirely appropriate. however, for o semmary of such
work to he given in an officiul Report of the Bird-
banding Scheme.

A number of innovations have been mentioned in
this review. but the format of the Report s much as
before: it continues u very useful serics which repays
carcful study by any ornithologist.

PETER BALMFORD, Fu t Ivanhoe, Vic.

The Birds of Port Moreshy an:l District, by R, DD,
Mackay, Thomus Nelson, 1970. Coloured frontispicee,
2 maps. 16 b, & w. photographs. 74 pp. $4.95.

This littie book 15 well put together and will be a
‘mast’” for anyone  interested  in o birds, visiting  or

stoying in Port Maresby, Papua.

As stated in the introduction the bock is a list of
species teeerded up to November 1968, in (he arcus
which can be easily visited by car from Port Moresby.
The area concerned is clearly defined and shown on
the locution map, The birds are numbered in systen-
atic order  (following  Muavr's  List of  New (Quined
Birds, 19417 from | 1o 367; the number listed s
more than half the species recorded fur all New Guine:
including West Irian, The scientific names generaily
follow the Handhook of New Guistea Birdy by R:ind &
Gilliard, 1967, Besides stating where ench species has
been seen, it also roints out similasitics with like Lpecics
or these with o similar call,

[t is interesting w0 note thut the Ruinbow and Blick-
capped  Lory are  corsidere ! benclicial  in coconu
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plimtations oy preditors of insect pests and as dispersal
agents of the coconut polien.

H. T de S DISNEY, Berowri, N.S.W.

Index to Current Ornithological Research, compiled
and edited by 130 [ Dow for the Field Investigation
Commillee of the RAOU: Melbourne, 1971, Price
$1.75  (Available rromr the Secretary, RAQOLU,  Box
5220 BB, Methourne. Vie, 30017,

The number of persons (192) listed in this Index
is stprising, that abkout half of them could be called
Cprofessionals™ s staggering, and reflects the growing
number of  university  departments  with  interests  in
arnithology . Research al adl levels has clearly increased
ereatly in the last 10 yvears, and is gathering momentum.
Particularly informative wre the sections on Resgarch
Projects in which the research workers have described
their attitndes and objects, and their approach to the
problems being investigated. These comments and the
various  Appendices make this o weeful Index, and it
iv o be hoped that it will be revised and published
regularlyon the tuture.

Al persons engaged  on ornithological  research
shotld respond fo the next request for infornuition from
the  Editor,

M. DD MURRAY, Pymble, N.S.W.

Notice of M(*cting

The Tenth Annual General Meeting of The
Bird Banders” Association of Australia will be
held at Gungahlin, headguarters of the Division
of Wildlify Rescarch, CSIRO, Canberra, A.CT.
at 1,30 p.n. on Saturday, 22 January. 1972,
De H. 3 Frith, Chigf of the Division, will open
the mecting.

The agenda will include—

1. Reports
2. Election of Oflicers
3. General Business
A Scientific Mceeting will follow the Annual
Meceting. The speakers will be
Mr ). 1. McKean—"Bund wear with some
passerines’.

Mr G. M. Horey—"An uanulysis ol buanding data
on Yellow-faced Honeyeaters™.

Mr 1. 1. Gibson—"The N.S.W. albatross study™.

All visitors and friends will be welcome und

those attending are assured of an interesting and
informative afternooen,

Hindwood Memorial Fund

Alrcady there has been a good response to
the K. A. Hindwood Memorial Fund but a lot
more support is needed il o worthwhile resuit
s to he achieved,

The form of the Memorial will depend mainly
on the amount of money donated. The organising
committee favour a Bird Studies Centre where
bird studcnts, particulurly amateurs, could have
accoss 1o a scientific library, record material and
similar fucilities. With enough support this idea
could become o reality and grow along similar
lines 1o overseas institutions of this kind.

Another suggestion is to establish o local wet-
lund sanctuary owned by ornithelogists—a dream
of Keith Hindwood's—which could be developed
along the lines of Peter Scott’s sanctuary  at
Slimbridge. But any memorial of a worthwhile
nature will require substantial support from all
his friends and associates.

The Trustees of The Australian Museum have
willingly consented to sct up this Memorial Fund
and this has enabled donations to be tax deduc-
table. The Fund Committee comprises

Dr F. H. Talbot (Chuirman)

Mr V. Serventy (Secretary,/Convenor)
Mr G. Dibley

Mr H. J. de S. Disney

Mr §. G. Lane

Mr A. R. McGill

Dr D L.

Scrventy

If you have not already done so, please forward
your contribution now  to
The Keith Hindwood Memorial Fund,
¢/- The Australian Museum,
College Street, Sydney, 2000,
Remittances  should  be made  payable  to
Anstralian Musewn Keith Hindwood Memorial

Fund. Donations are tax deductable and will be
receipted.



