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Pelican Rock, Great Barrier Reef, Queensland

Location: 22"20'S, 150"15'E; 6 kilometres from
tlle western shore of Shoalwater Bay and 1 700 m
north of Akens Island, on the central coast ol
Queen s lan  d .

Status: Part of the Shoalwater Bay Department
of Defence training rcscrve.

Other Names: Thcrc are no other names. How-
ever ,  two o ther 'Pe l i can  Rocks '  and two 'Pe l ican
Islands' are officially gazetted in the Great Barrier
Reef waters. The name is also used locally for
other rocks and islcts along the coast.

Description: Roughly 0. t ha of this gcntly sloping
rock is abovc highest spring tidc. Small sand
patches at the south and north are beaches at high
tide. Low herbs and grasses occur. In November
1986 the dominant plant was Portulaca oleraceu.
Alsr) present were .St' lunum amcricanum.
Tribulus cistoides, Amarqnthus viridis, Eleusine
indica, Sporobolus virginicus, an unidentilied
grass and a few specimens of Abutibn asiaticum
and ()puntia st cla. A prominent 3 m high rock
outcrop at the northern side has stunted woody
specimens of an unidentif ied species and Alectryon
connatus. A southern long thin rocky spit connects
to Akens Island and might be exposcd on the
lowest spring tidcs.

Landing: Landing is not possible without frighten-
ing thc pclicans away and is therefore inacivisable.
Caution is required duc to a l0 m tidal range,
exccptionally strong tidal currents and scabed of
bare rock. Thc area is periodically closed to entry
during military exercises. Entry is prohibitcd to
watcrs surrounding thc rock from April to

October during Seasonai Closure under the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park Act and thc Quccns-
land Marine Park Act.

Ornithological History: Pelican Rock was presum-
ably named after its pelican cokrny but relerences
to the island or its birds were not located. The
rock was visited by R. A. Birtles on 3 June 1975:
T. A. Walkerr on 5 November 1986; S. B. Domm
on 21 March  19 f16 ,23  January  1989.3  May 1989
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and 26 June 1989; and C. J. Lirnpus on 7 July
1986 and l7 July 1988. When pelicans were breed-
ing. obscrvations wcre made from a boat without
land ing .

Breeding Seabirds and Status

Pelecanus rcnspicil latus Australian Pelican
About 22(l-300 birds, 12 nests with eggs, and two
large chicks wcrc prcsent in March 1986. In
January 1989 sixty adults wcrc prescnt with about
l(X) young ranging from small chicks to unfledged
juvcnilcs. Birds, bodies and evidence of past nest-
irrg wcrc rccorded on other visits. A long-time
fishcrman in thc arca, N. Keys, said that pelicans
were irlways present and often brecding. In one
najor brccding event the rock was covcrcd with
ncsts and he counted 570 birds in the air.

I 'halacrocorux varirs Pied Cormorant - Nine old
nests and l0 birds were present in July 1986. Eight
oltl nests and 40 birds were observed in November
19116. ln July 1988 there wcrc seven old nests
(three with unhatched eggs). All nests were on
the woodcd north rock. About 50 birds wcrc
present on tbis rock in June l9u9 and nesting
appcared to be in progrcss.

Egretlo sacra Eastcrn Reef Egret - A nest witl l
two srrall chicks and an empty nest wcrc present
on the wooded rcck in November 1986. Up to
four grel' birds were sccn on occasions and in July
lg{JlJ a whitc bird ancl an old ncst were noted.

I lacnatopus fuliginosus Sooty Oystcrcatcher -

Four adults wcre prescnt with two small runners
in November 1986. Up to six birds have been
otrscrvcd.

Lurus novaehollundlce Silvcr Gull - Fivc birds
and six nests wcle present in July 1986. In
November 1986 there were 60 gulls, eight nests
containing onc or two eggs and cight empty nests.
In July l9Eii there were 10 gulls. three n€sts with
cggs and l, l empty nests. About 65 gulls and one
nest wcrc prcsent in Jr.rne 1989.

Hydroprogne cas2la Caspian Tern - Morc than
20 nests with eggs and hatching chicks wcre
prcscnt in June 1975. In June 1989 there were 10
nests with cggs and 25 adults. Birds werc not seen
on other visits.

Slerno bergii Crestcd Tcrn - In Novcmbcr 19861
l { ,  h i rds  w i lh  f , )u r  ne \ l \  c ( )n la in ing  cggs  \ \c rc
present. Birds wcrc not present on other visits.

Factors Affecting Status

Thc cllects of arti l lery ancl nil i tary trir ining in
the areir apparcntly are ninor and the rock is not
visitcd by dcfence personncl. The prohibited
military zone reduccs visitation or intcrfcrcnce by
the public although a few local f ishermen are
permitted to l lsh for crabs in the area. Shark
prcdation rray bc significant to the pelican
population as several carcrlsses have bccn found
in stomachs of sharks caught near Pelican Rock.

Ncsting pelicans are particularly scnsitive to
human presence. Thc only other pclican colonies
on the Grcat Barrier Rcel are at a fcw coral cays
off Cape York Peninsula. The small size of Pelican
Rock physically rcstricts the nun]bcr of nests that
can occur at one timc. During pcak years pelican
nesting spil ls over onto adjacent Akens Island.

. The northern rock.rutcrop (ktoking north).
Photo: T. A. walkcr
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c Pelittrrr Rock (ktoking rtortlt).

Other Seabirds Recorded

,1, r tuu not tu,hol lMlnu Whitc l i rced I Icron (uocor l rntor)
I l t r t t  thpu!  lot ry i ro\ t t i r  PiedOtslcrcalchcr(urrcomrnon)
Ccluht l idonniktr i tu { : iu l l -b i l lcdl 'ern( f t rc)

Banding

N i t .
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