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METHODS

Blue-faced Honeyeaters Entomyzon cyanotis
were banded at two locations on the New South
Wales North Coast, being Coutts Crossing
(??:.J.9'q,. 1-52's3'E) and Voonee (30.13,S;
1-53'08'E) during the period September 19g5 to
January _1991.  Bi rds were banded by G.  p.
Cl lncy,  D.  Geer ing and others at  the f i rs i  s i te  and
by  S .  C .  L l rne  a t  t he  sccond  s i re .

The birds at Coutts Crossing were caught in
rn is t  nets.  expecia l ly  in  the v ic i i i ty  of  a grovc of
Bank's Grevil lea Grevil lea bunksii, a soelies not
nativc to thc local area. The birds at Mo.r.ree
we-re,caught  in  a drop t rap which was bai ted wi th
nrc i rd soi lkcr l  rn sugl r red water .

Measuremcnts clf the wing length, wing span
and tail length were taken for all birds handled
with the weight and head ro bil l  length being
taken for thc Moonee birds. The colour of the
fac ia l  patch (sk in) .  gapc.  b i l l  and i r is  were noted
for most birds. To enable an assessment of ageing
and sexing characteristics of the species the abov6
clata wcre supplementecl with information from
museum spccimens and data held by the Austra-
l ian Bird Banding Scheme. Data from three birds
trandecl by GPC at Lawrence werc also included.

RESULTS

A total of 66 birds was banded during the study,
36 at Coutts Crossing and 30 at Moonee (Table
1). Twcnty birds were retrapped a total of 45
times at the first site, and 18 were retrapped a
total of 33 times at the latter site.

TABLE, l
Numbers of bircls banded and recovcrecl at each site.

Clout ts Crossing Moonce

Banded 36 30
Rctrappcd once 7 [j
Rctrapped twice 6 2
Retrappecl three times 3 -5
Retrapped four timcs 3 I
Rctrappcd livc rimcs I -

All birds could be placed into four catcgories
based on soft part colours, see Tzrble 2. These
categories conformed gcnerally with ase criteria
representing juvenile fft. nrtf ycar (1"). f irst ro
second year (2-) and second year or older (2+)
birds.

Two juveniles had a yellow facial patch, a
yellow gape. a yellow base to the bil l  and a grey-
brown i r is .

First year birds were similar to juveniles; hr.tw-
ever, the iris changed to creamy-hrown. First to
second year soft-part colouring was attained by
about six months of age. The facial patch was
yellow above the eyc and dark blue below the eye
(the overlap area usually showing green), the
gape and the bil l  base werc sti l l  yellow and the
iris was cream. Adult soft-part colours (second
year or older) consisted of a iacial patch with l ight
blue above the eyc and dark blue below the cye.
a. l ight  b lue b i l l  base,  dark grey gape and cream
tns.

No birds encountered during this study possessed
the 'dark grey' or 'yellow-grey' facial patches
as defined by Alexander (1976). There were,
however. birds that were progressing from one
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TABLE 2

Soft part colouration lor age categories.

Core l la  18(1)

Character Age Ciatcgory

Juvenile
(J)

First Year
( l )

First-Second Year
(2-)

Adul t
(2+ )

Facial patch

Ir is

Gapc

Basc of bi l l

ycl low

grey/orown

ycllow

yellow

yellow

pale brown to
crcamy brown

yellow

yellow

yellow. green/
tlark blue

cream

yel low. later
turning grey

yel low. later
turning light
blue

l ight  b lue/dark b lue

cream

dark grcy

l ight  b lue

TABLE,3

Datcs of banding and recovery and facial patch colour.

Facial Patch Colour

Band  No
ycl low

(Age J or  l )
ycllow/blue
(Agc I 2)

l ight  b lue/dark b lue
(Age  2+ )

07(I-5 589-5
07(!-87987
070-u79uE
071--1-s713
071-:l-5763
07r 69703
071 -15713
0l 1,69106
071 69753
07 1-6975.+
071 697-s(r
071--57ti49
01145101

6.2 .87-9 . -1 .87
8. -5. 86
l - 5 . I . 8 6
r  2 .2 .86

I .6. t t6

20..+.88-25.5.88

21 .6 .90
16. .1 .86

6.2.81-6.3.87" '

20.4.88.

25.9.85-8.5.86

6.2.81-6.3.87
8.5.86
1.12.86-6.2.87

I 8.5.88-3 I .5.88
1 .  1 . 9 1
2 1 . 1 1 . 8 6

20.5.8U"'
8.9.88', '

.+.9.87"'

19 .7 .88 ' ' '

{J.8. 86

20.5 .88

20.5 .88
4.9 .87
30.6 .90

' 'Prol ressing f rom one category to thc ncxt .

stage to the next (Table 3) and some possessed
small areas of blue-grey, apparently formed by
the combination of yellow and blue. Alexander's
(1976) three distinct facial skin categories are
defined as fledgling (yellow-grey), juvenile (olivc-
green) ancl adult (blue). It appears that his fledgling
category refers to our juvenile (yellow) and his
juvenile category/ to our first year categorv
(yel low).

Figures 1 and 2 are histograms showing the
distribution of wing-span measurements for adult
birds (2+) determined by adult soft-part coloura-
tion - Figure 1; and all birds combined - Figure

2. These figures include birds handled in this study
as well as data from the Australian Bird Banding
Scheme and from museum specimens. The only
re l iab ly  sexed h i rds were muieum specimens and
only six of these had wing-span information.
Measurements of males (n : 2\ were 475 mm and
485 mm while females (n - 4) ranged from 43-5
to 456 mm. Two pcaks are apparent in the Figures,
being around 455 and 485 mm, respectively,
presumably representing clusters around the
female and male modes. An increase in wing span
of up to 20 mm was recorded for birds originally
banded in their f irst vear and subsequentlv
recaptured us second yei r  b i rds or  o lder .
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WINGSPAN mm

Figurc 1. Wing spun meosurement of 47 attult (2+) Btue_Jaced
H o neyaaters.

WINGSPAN mm

Figurc 2. Wing span meosurements of 89 Blue-faced Honey-
(ul . ' r \  o lder thun j t^  t 'n i lcs.

DISCUSSION

It is generally acknowledged that the plumage
and soft part colouration of the Blue-faced
Honeyeater varics and that this variation is age
related. What had not been identif ied was the
exact nature of these variations and at what ase
changes occur. Alexander (1976) summarized t[e
results of a three year study of the species at two
Queensland locations. He identif ied three colour
types on the facial skin being yellow-grey (fledg-
ling), olive-green (juvenile) and blue (adult). The
four categories given in this paper are in the main
a rellnement of Alexander's categories.

.,Y"1.. 
honeyeaters o-f most species are larger

than temales. (ql i l lustrated by wing_span
measurements). although there is oit.n un .ru"r_
lop (Lanc 1983;  Smedley 1977;  Boles and
I  ongmore  1984 )  w i t h  sma l l  ma les  somet lmes
being of a similar size to large females. The few
sexed. museum specimens with wing-span data
and lhc two peaks on rhe h isrogra;r  ih , rwn in
Figures 1 and 2 indicate that lhe Blue_faced
Honeyeater conforms to this pattern. It is reason-
able to assume that  b i rds (other  than b i rds in  thei r
first year) with a wing span of 485 mm or greater
are males and birds with a wing span of 460 mm
or less are females. With furtheidata, particularly
if museum specimens are sexed and have the wine
span measured. the demarcation between malei
and females based on wing span could be further
refined.

The percentage of bandcd birds that were
retrapped during the survey was high, 5-5.5 per
cent and 60 per cent at Coutrs Crossing and
Moonce respectively; several were recaftured
several  t imcs and one was rct rapped f ive t imes
(Table 1). The retrapping of birds, particularly
those of a known age (juveniles) and the record-
ing of their soft part colours at each subscquent
capture has cnabled the progression of the various
facial colours to be described in a 'Bird in the
Hand' on this species (Clancy 1994).
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