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A MOBILE HOLDING CAGE FOR SILVER GULLS
Shorebird Study GrorLp, C/- Stoney . Campania, Tasmania 7026

Receited l4 Januarl, 1966

During the last three years, thc Shorebird
Study Group (Bird Observers Association of
Tasmania) has been catching Silver Gulls Laras
not,ae hollandiae with a cannon net on tip sites
around Hobart. For our l lrst few catches wc uscd
our wader cages to hold the birds. This proved to
be most unsatisfactory bccause of the problcm of
tr) ' ing to secure the cages to the rock hard surface
of thc rips. The cagcs had to be held in place with

Ftgute l. Phorographs showing setails al operad.,n of hotding
trailer (a) taryaulin rcmoved to shotr *c troo(len
bourds which forn the fow conlpaltDtents; (b) tar-
p6 in coret aflixed to trailct t'th (onrct faps open;
(c) ertr truiler under shade lor processing of birds.

rocks, pieces of machinery, lumps of wood, etc..
which wars vcry time consuming. In addition, thc
birds' feathers became soiled with mud formed
by their excrcta and the earthern floor. We then
thought of using a normal car trailer, which has
proved most successfr.rl.

The tray of the trailcr is divided into four com-
paftments \\, jth u.ooden boards (Figs. Ja and 2). This
prevents the total catch of gulls from crowding into
one corner. The floor of the trailer is l ined with
a thick la)'cr ttf ncwspapcr to absorb cxcrcta and
the  t ra i i c r  i s  covered w i th  a  ta rpru l in .  wh ich  is
t i cd  down w i th  the  t i c  ropcs ,  'A  (F ig .  2 )  to  the
front. back and sides of thc trailer (Fig. 1b). Thc
corncr flaps 'B' (Fig. 2) arc ticd dorvn whcn a
conparlmcnt is full ol bircls. A vcry important
fca ture  o f  our  t ra i l c r  i s  tha t  a i r  i s  a t r le  1o  c i rcu la tc
through the compartments bclrvccu the gap
formed bv thc top of the sides of thc trailer and
thc  bar 'C l ' (F ig .  2 ) .  io  wh ich  thc  ta rpau l in  i s  t i cd .

Figure 2. /.i-rrrg /oJiiutn ol boanls and rarpaulin rn otitcr.

As soon as the cannon nct is l ired. thc trailer
is driven to a suitable position and a mirximurn of
25 gulls is placed in eaclt cofirpartment and thc
flaps of the tarpaulin secured. If the day is hot.
thc trailer is driven b the nearest shadc (Fig. 1c),
where we process the birds. On completion the
newspapcrs are roiled up and dumped on thc tip.
leaving a remarkably clean trailer!


