
N,4ay, 1989

SEABIRD ISLANDS

Magra Island, Great Barrier Reef, Queensland

Locat ion :  11"51 'S . .  1 .13 '17 'E . ;  15  k i lomet res
north-east from Cape Grenvil le. Quccnsland.

Status: Quecnsland National Park (dcclared April
l9rJ9).

Descr ip t ion :  2 .7  ha ;310 m long by  128 m wide
ancl 3 m high. A vcgctatcd sand cay situated on
a small corirl reef onc kilometre west from
Cockburn Recf, in a section of the inner reefs of
thc far nortltcrn Great Barrier Rccf. The cay is
roughly triangular in shape, with long sandspits
running out from two apices, and a l ine of inter-
tidal corall ine bcachrock running along thc wcst-
crn and north-wcstcrn sicles.

Thc upper surface of the cay is almost entirely
covcred with grass/herb mat. intersperscd witlr
somc tall shnlbs. Thc outer edges of t ltc vegctated
alca havc sand-binding spccics. including thc vil lc
Iponeo pes-cuproc, and a grass Spinit'e,r hirsutr.t.
Thc grlssflat is composecl of a nunrbcr of specics,
fcw exceeding 0.5 n in hcight. They include
grasses Ltplrrrrrs repens zrnd SpiniJex hirsuta, a]ncJ
lrcrbs Scsio,iirzr portula('astntnr, Bcterhavirt
tetrandrq and Portulsur oleracet, lhe yine Ipoftrco
pcs- (uprue. ancl shrubs inclucling Abutibn indi-
cutn, Suriatu muritima, Scaevolt sericca,
Eupltorbiu dtoto, L,. tannensis and ,4rgrsla
ut QenuaQ,

Landing: Bv dinglty onto the north-wcstern beach
lrorn a vesscl anchored at thc rcef edge in thc lee
of thc cay ancl reef. Local knowledgc is needed
fbr navigating among thc reefs of this area.

Ornithological History: D. L. Stoddartl visited thc
island in C)ctober 1973 with thc Royal Socicty and
Univcrs i t i cs  o l  Queens land Great  Bar r ie r  Rec f
Expedition. He mapped the cay and recortled
vcgc ta t ion  and b i rds  (unpub l ished) .  R .  C.
Bucklcy recordccl vegetation and birds in 1978.
B. R. King landed for three hours on 22 June
l9ll l  to rnap thc cav and record vcgetation and
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seabirds. A. Taplin landed fc:lr 1.5 hours cach on
l9 july and l1 Deccmbcr 19135 to recorcl vcgctation
and seab i rds  fo r  B .  R.  K ing .  Othcr  Ouccns land
Nltional Parks and Wildli lc Servicc Officcrs
rccordcd scabirds on 5 Scptember 1986. 3t)
Novenrber  1987 and l1  Ju ly  19 t18 .

Breeding Seabirds and Status

Laru.s rtttvaalnllarrl ir? Silvcr Gull * Brccding
mid-ycar .  In  June 1981,  30  adu l ts  and ar  l cas t  fbur
ncsts werc rccordcd. Nests were solitary and con-
cealcd on the ground among gritsses and shrubs.
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c A4qgra Island liom the air (looking east).

Sterna tlougall i i  Roscate Tern In June 1981
there wcrc ovcr,100 adults present, with at lcast
l(X) juvcniles. ln addition there werc over 201J
recently-dcad chicks and juveniles on thc strand
and in open areas of thc grassflat. Ncsts are
simple scrapes in the sand, and one or two cggs
are  la id .

Sterna bergii Crestcd I 'crn - Breeds possibly all
year .  In  June 1981,  thc re  were  about  20  adu l ts
present .  bu t  no  breed ing .  In  Ju ly  l9 { t5 ,  28  adu l ts
wcrc present with some pairs courting. In
Dcccmbcr 1985 courtship was again observed in
a mixe cl l lcrckof 200S. bergliandS. bengolensis.

Starna bengulensis Lesscl Crested Tern Thc
only rccord is when courting was observed in
December  1985.

Factors Affecting Status

Prolonged pcriocis of bad weather ancl cyclones
may kil l  numbers of tern chicks through exposurc
and starvation. Human disturbancc occurs
Occasionally. Hawksbil l Turtl, js Eretmochelys
inbrictttu nest in small numbers mostly in summer
l rn r l  m; r r  d is tu r l '  ron tu  g rourd-ncs t ing  te rn : .
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Other Seabirds Recorded

Brown Rooby
EasterD Reef I ]gret
Common Noddy
Black Nocldy

Banding
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