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NASAL SADDLES FoR PAcIF|c BLACK DUCK Anas superci,iosa
AND AUSTRAL TEAL

(  .  ( '  DAVEY a r r t l  P  ' l  FU l ' I -AGAR

(SIRO l) ivision of \ \ i ldl i fc an(l  RdnSolands Rcscarch, P O IJo\ 8' l '
Rct(: ir?t l  !  Augutt 1981

Nasa l  sa t lL l l cs  a rc  con ln t ln ly  used to  i c lcn t i f y
i r rd i r  i . lua l  l rcc - f l - , - - ing  ducks  (Sugdcn an( l  Pos tor
l ( ) ( r8 :  l )o t r  a t r r l  ( i t ccn* tx rc l  197 ' l :  [ ,oken]oen i lnd
\ l r r r r r  I ' r y i r  \  . r r i t u h l .  . u r l J l c  h a .  h ( r n  ( l J \ c l ( ' P -

:J  l . . , r '  t l r r  P : re i r i c  l l l l ck  Du.k .  ln . r ' '  tuPLt ' ( i l i t ' \d '
bv  thc  \cs  Z-ca land Wi ld l i i c  Se rv icc .  

' l  
hc  sa t ld lcs

arc  rnuc lc  o l  po l l r i t rv l  ch lo r i t l c  p las t i c .  Prc -cu l  to

thc  f iqu i fe r l  shape and s izc  anc l  hc lc l  in  p lacc

th l r rugh thc  narc r  bv  a  sc l l - lock ing  p las t i c  p in '

lhcsc  'u t l t l l es  c i l l l  bc  n la ( lc - t tp  in  scvcra l
cLr lours  anr l  harc  bccr t  uscc l  w i th  numbcrs  and
\ \n rbo l \  Da in tc ( l  on  lhc i r  sur laccs .  To  a lo l ( l
anr  p l rh lcnrs  causcd by  pa i t r ts  f lak ing  or  wcar -
ing  o l l  (scc  I )o tv  i ; t l l ( l  ( i r ccnqt loc l  1974) '  we
lu . io ; r tc t l  a  b inar l  coc l in -u  \vs tcm by  n ick ing-  thc
crlsc ol lhc satlt l lc an,.l rcDcilt irrg thc cotlc bila-
tc i i l l r .  \ \ ' c  u \c ( l  h \c  pos i l io r l s  g iv i l lg  a  to ta l  o f
. l l  nnnrbc t '  lo r  cach co lour  (scc  F ig .  la  and 2) '
[ ] s ing  a  tc lc \copc  a t  n tagn i l i ca l ions  o f  morc  than
x l5  ihc  sur l i l l cs  can bc  i t l cn t i f i cc l  up  to  150 m
i lN  a \  \ \  i thou t  t l i f l i cu l t l .

Ir t lrc Gtcr 
' lcal. 

, '1rtus gibbcrifrrtns, and the
(  hL i \1 l lL r t  i  ca i .  ,1 .  c t t : ; t tncu  thc  b i l l  i s  very  much
sura l l c r  an t l  n ro te  c le l i c i l t c  than tha t  o f  thc  Pac i f i c
l l l ack  I )L rck .  

- lhc  
nar ia l  open ing  is  nar row and

thc  nasa l  b r idgc  i r  weak.  In  our  op l l l l on  no
\x t i \ l l c to f ,v  sa( ld lc  \ \aJ  ava i lab lc  fo r  n rark ing
1r 'cc - l l l  i ng  tca l .

\ \ ' c  n l t l kcc l  ( i rc l  an t l  (hcs tnu t  Tea l  w i th  a
sark l l c  n ror le l l cd  on  tha t  uscd  by  us  fo r  the
Pac i i i c  L l l l ck  Duck  (scc  F ig .  lb  and -1 ) .  A  major
rnno\ i l1 io r  \ \ i l \  l l ' r c  usc  o I  n lono- f i lancnt  ny lon
l i sh ing  l inc  (50  lb  b rcak ing  s t ra in )  to  securc
thc  sa t l i l l c  on  thc  b i l l .  Thc  sa t ld lc  was preparsd
br  hond ing  r  l cng th  o t  l inc  th rough onc  ho le
in  the  sar id lc  a11d sca l ing  the  knot  w i th  Sc l leys
Supcr '  ( i luc .  \ \  hcn  p laccd on  the  b i l l  o f  the  duck .

(a l

( b )

( c l

I )c ta iL . l  na\01 suddl( ' .
la\ Ililatuol binarv t,tlt lor I'urili<: Dlark

l)u(l{ \uddl(\.
tht  4k\ t ro l  rn l  t t lJh ' l t  r t i t t t  t ' t t r rutr i t tq

t t t ipr  (a(h i l ( .
(c)  Aut l ra l  l ru l  \ar ld l (  \ l t t ' | , ' i t t !  t ( r l l rut l ing

I isct  inurrcd int t )  putuh(d lu ' l ( i

@
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C. C. Davey & p J. Fultagar:

FigLrrc:  /? l r ( .DIu(k t )u.k t i rh surt r ! t t :  N)t !  ident i l \ ,_
int n.)t(tx,t ul(rtt: (d!:c.

t r i g u r r  l .  ( ; / . r ' 7 t a l  x i t h  \ a d t l t ( :  n o t (  ( t ) n t r e r n n t  ! n p
al('nt ed(c.

thc  cn i l  o f  thc  l inc  (cu t  ob l iquc ly  to  fo rm a
po ln t )  \ \a \  pas \e( l  th rough thc  nares  and knot tcd
on thc  o r i t s idc  o f  thc  sadd lc .  Ihc  knot  was  t igh t -
c l , ] c r l  \ i1h  thc  hc lp  o f  twcczcrs  to  abut  the
sat l i l l c ,  un t l  thcn  sca lcd  w i th  Supcr -Gluc .  To
rn)pro \c  thc  f i t  o f  thc  sadd lc  i t s  back  cdge was
chan ' r l c rc ( l  o l l  thc  unc lc rs idc .  As  w i th  B lack
I )uck .  no tchcs  can bc  u \ed  to  number  the
sadd lcs ,  bu t  a rc  fa thcr  morc  d i l i cu l t  to  ident i f y .
To  iDcrcurc  thc  numbcr  o f  iden t i f , iab le  sadd les
\\c bon(lcd plastics 1() fornr colour combinations.
Onc rne tho t l  has  bccn to  t r im thc  sadd lc  and add
cont ra \ l ing  c ( lgcs  bo th  s i r l cs ,  be low thc  pos i t ion
o f  thc  fas tcn ing  p in  (F ig .  lb ) .  A  second method
has bccn to  punch ho les  on  e i thcr  s ic lc  o f  thc
sac ld lc  anc l  inscr t  d iscs  o f  d i f fe ren t  cdours  (F ig .
i c ) .  Aga in  Supcr - ( i luc  has  provcd to  be  an
cxcc l l cn t  bon( l ing  agcnt .  Tca l  marked by  e i ther
nrc t l ' rod  coLr ld  bc  ind iv idua l l y  idenr i f i cd  w i th
c i l sc  up  to  l5 { }n r  away ' .

Nasal saddtes tor ducks Core a 9 (4)

Our  cxpcr iencc  w i th  nasa l  sa( ld lcs  show a
rc tcn t ion  ra tc  than tha t  o f  Lokentocn an( l  Sharp
(191 i5) .  Th is  n ray  bc  due to  thc  usc  o f  p las t i c
re ta in ing  p ins  ra thcr  than s ta in lcss  s tcc l  p i i t s .

Wc l ra lc  obscrved ind iv ic lua ls  car ry ing  sadt l l cs
Io [  -norc  than th re  c  ] ' cu rs .  Many o f  tJ rc  markc t l
( lucks  

.b rcd  .and rc t rcd  voung ;ucccss fu l l v  and
n ) r n )  t t u \ c  t ) c c n  r c ( . i t p t u r c J  r ) n  n u n t i r r j u \ , , e e u _
\ r i lns .  T \ \ , '  , l r r r  l s .  I  P le i f i c  B l rc l  DucL und u
Grev  Tca l .  \ \ c re  caug l t t  and sadd lcd  on  the
second and scventh  r lav  o f  incubat ion  rcspcc t ivc_
l ) , .  In  bo lh  ins tanccs  the  ducks  succcss fu l l y  ra isc r l
thc i r  b roods .

No par t i cu la r  d i lhcu l t i cs  havc  occur rcd  w i th
thcsc  sadd lcs .  N0 s igns  o l  d isconfor t  o r  damage
10 the bil l  have becn obscrved ilnd wc havc n;t
lound ec loparas i tcs  harboured by  the  sadd les .'Ihc 

nasal bridgc ol thc Tcal is rveak antl thc
sadd le  can r ip  ou t  i l  i t  bccomcs snarcd  i l l  thc
nresh o f  a  t rap  or  hand-net .  Howevcr .  on  thc
l L u  ' , c c J \ i , , n s  l h i \  h a 5  h u p p ( n c . l  b r c i r k a g u  o f  t h c
l ) f r ( lgc  d lL l  r ) ( ' t  d i \ub lc  thc 'h i r ( l

I r r i t i a l l y  r r e  l r i e r l  n d l u g i u l  w i n g - l a g . . i m i l a r  r , ,
l l l r ) \ c  ( l c rc l r )pcr l  hy  Ror r le r  .1 t )J  SJun\ lc r . \  {  l ( rRO) .
\ \ ' c  e r p c r i c n t c r l  , l r f f i e L r l r l  i n  p r r r i r i , , n j n g  r h c  r a g
l l l  \ucn  i r  \  t )  thJ l  l t  \ . \  i ^  v i . ib le  u l r i le  the  b i rd
was a t  res t  on  la l ( l  o f  watc r  bccause in  ducks
the l i)rc\\, ing is so wcll covcrctl bv flank and
bfcast fcatl ' ters.
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